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1.    Introductions  
Andy Kulczycki, Dan Lewis, Kathy Rig, Rene Luna, Daniel Schwick, Dan 
Lesser, Lisa Morales, Cheryl ? (H group), Frank McNeil, Marisol Morales; Sue ?, 
Dr. Arnold – IL Dept. of Public Health  

   
2.      Update on Commission work  

-16 recommendations in total so far in Living With Dignity Committee  
   

3.    Discussion of Recommendations – Gaps  
a.    Are all of the pertinent issue areas for our target population covered in the 
current recommendations:  
1. Access to safe, decent and affordable housing.  
2. Access to adequate food and nutrition.  
3. Access to affordable and quality health care.  
4. Equal access to quality education and training.  
5. Dependable and affordable transportation.  
6. Access to quality and affordable child care.  
7. Opportunities to engage in meaningful and sustainable work that pays a living 
wage.  
8. The availability of adequate income supports.  

   
-What gaps do we still have for this particular population in terms of 
recommendations?  
-Sherry Dietchik (Zion township?):  agencies understanding what other agencies do, and 
being able to directly access services (Program called Service Point?)  
-One-stop shopping for all state and federal benefits, but case managers would still assist 
in this  
-Sherry will add housing recommendation for specific housing for people with 
disabilities and seniors  
-Asset based community development model (North Western University):  different 
approach to working with marginalized communities or under-resourced communities; 
John McKnight – Book (about this model):  Building communities from the inside out)  
-Rene Luna: More worried about structural issues that keep people with disabilities out; 
general assembly created a task force on employment of people with disabilities; need 
more activism and visibility; fragmentation within people with disabilities group all the 
time; people with disabilities get second-class education  



   
-Andy K. :  Continue working on “2 on 1 system” ??? or effective and updated 
informational referral system – Illinoisans knowing where to go to get services (INR – 
Information Referral);  

   
-“Access” came up a lot in recommendations  
   

-What projects are already being funded around the state that are already working 
towards tackling the issue of knowing what services are where  

   
-Increasing TANF grant (Income Support) and ensuring it is accessible to those who need 
it (language, culture, etc.) (HB1800)  

   
-Child care recommendation – this is already a written recommendation “….for all 
working families”  

   
-Increasing EITC – IL’s is 5% lowest in country; recommendation to quadruple it to 20%  

-Comprehensive effort to maximize utilization of benefits programs  
   

-Case Management Intake software questions should be geared towards finding out all 
the programs someone is eligible for (something like a Clearing House)…are there 
confidentiality issues/HIPPA?  United Way has this case management/referral tool but 
not enough people using it  

   
-Each community having someone in office to go to so they know what services they can 
access, but has to be an elected official (“Benefits Bank” model)  
   
-RECOMMENDATION:  Expand so that people who are eligible are actually receiving 
the services they are eligible for; by X date, have a uniform, state-wide benefit enrollment 
system; benchmarks for increased utilization (e.g. by 2012, we want 50% of eligible 
people receiving TANF)  

   
-DHS, HFS, Aging, Disability – Listing by county of what services they’re funding by 
county ….is there a listing like this available? DHS used to have something like that, 
missed smaller non-profits and is not as comprehensive  

   
-Human Services Council (Champaign County)…better collaboration and interaction 
amongst agencies  

   
-Some of the recommendations that we already have don’t cost $ and actually help save $  

   
-How do we deal with ex-offenders? (making work accessible committee doing a lot of 
this already); people leaving jails or prisons should be applying to benefits they are 
eligible for before they leave prison or jail so can use them as soon as they are released;  

   



-Also, how do we deal with helping ex-offenders access systems that they can’t currently 
access right now (e.g. housing)?  Addressing re-unification of families who live in public 
housing where mother is in public housing but father can’t live with them because he has 
a record (jail or prison time); also housing where people want to live  

   
-Marisol: Education Recommendation : HS moms maternity leave counts against them so 
end up getting kicked out of school, especially in CPS; need something that works on that 
and also provides on-site childcare particularly for newborns; increase accessibility of 
teen mothers to alternative schools and programs trying to address this  

   
-Marisol:  How do we fund schools equally so kids can start off at similar place  

   
4.    Next steps  

a.    Further identification of recommendations to fill-in gaps  
b.    Review of public comment from both public hearings & other submitted 
comment.  

-HMWK:  -add recommendations based on where we have gaps; By April, 
we want our Universal Recommendations to be done! Doug will send out 
template to review recommendations relative to International Human 
Rights standards in next couple of weeks; March 8th, Chicago Public 
Hearing, and April 8th Public Hearing in Southern IL  

c.    Begin narrowing recommendations based on:  
i. Does it get us to the 2015 goal?  
ii Is it consistent with international human rights standards?  

   
   


