Commiission on the Elimination of Poverty
Living with Dignity Working Committee
January 8, 2010 - 1:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes

Attendees:

Amy Rynell — Social IMPACT Research Center of Heartland Alliance

Amy Terpstra — Social IMPACT Research Center of Heartland Alliance
Andy Kulczycki — Community Service Center of Northern Champaign County
Cheri Neal Detzig — Zion Township

Cheryl Boyd — The H-Group

Dwight Lucas — East Central lllinois Community Action Association (Chair)
Frank McNeil — lllinois Department of Children and Family Services

Grace Hou — lllinois Department of Human Services

Jim Lewis — Chicago Community Trust

Karen Bayer — Ecker Center

Marisol Morales — Latino Family Commission

Michelle Saddler — llinois Department of Human Services

Rene Luna — Access Living

Sue Augustus — Corporation for Supportive Housing

Tom Yates — Health & Disability Advocates

Doug Schenkelberg — Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights
Kim Drew — Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights
Tim Klein — Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights

I. Introductions — Dwight Lucas (Chair)
2. Review of previous meeting

3. Discussion of Recommendations
a. Seniors and populations with severe disabilities

i. There is a legitimate concern about mixing these populations within
supportive housing and the lack of protocol that concerns said mixing.
The needs of these two groups are very different. Conflict within building
is part of a larger problem due to a lack of policy that needs to be
addressed.
ii. Specialized housing for both disabilities and elderly need
to separately be addressed.
iii. How do we measure the progress of this
recommendation?



I. Track new units created for the disabled
2. Tracking formerly homeless who are newly housed
3. Focus on recommendations of intentional ventures to provide
integrative housing for disabled
b. Itis recommended that the commission finds a way to bring services to
adults with disabilities, as opposed to the other way around.
c.  Within any recommendation concerning elderly and disabled populations, we
must clearly differentiate disabled seniors who want to live in senior housing, as
opposed to disabled housing.
d. State recommendation: increase housing subsidy eligibility and coordinate
more funding for permanent supportive housing.
e. State recommendation: state should create a state wide assisted living
program
f.  State recommendation: Prioritize community care over institutionalized
care.
g. State recommendation: Scrap the AABD
i. Create state supplement, paying lump sums to individuals eligible for
SSI and implement rental subsidies for institutionalized populations (if
you are institutionalized, you are only allowed to keep $30 a month for
SSI)
h. Alternatives to fixed income for disabled populations must be researched
and implemented. Even if people are integrated back into the community they
are still segregated because fixed incomes are too low.
i. State recommendation: Earmark money from IHDA and Affordable
Housing Trust fund and set benchmark for disabled housing and new housing for
seniors and the disabled.
i State recommendation: Create more subsidy money for people who can
use it anyway they want within their community.
k. The state also needs more supportive services and one stop shopping for all
benefits.
l. State Recommendation: Create automatic Medicaid eligibility when a
resident gets on SSI (make IL a 1634 state)
i. This will save significant case management time.

4. Next steps & Homework
a. The Next Meeting is Thursday, February 18« at 1:00 p.m. This is a
change from the original meeting date of February | I«
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