Commission on the Elimination of Poverty

2011 Legislative Watch List

Current as of March 23, 2011

Support

HB2927 Establish a Subsidized Jobs Program
Sponsors — Representative Sidney Mathias — Lou Lang — Rita Mayfield — Kay Hatcher — LaShawn Ford
Bill Synopsis:

e Establishes a subsidized jobs program that provides a 50% wage subsidy to for-profit businesses
and a 75% subsidy for non-profits for workers hired as part of the program

e For Profit employers are expected to retain workers at the end of the subsidized period and
have to adhere to anti-displacement clause.

e 75% of the funds for the program go to wages; the rest to support services and a small percent
for administrative costs

e Funds would be distributed throughout the state based on a formula related to the area’s
unemployment levels.

e The program would be administered by DCEO and overseen by the 21st Century Workforce
Development Fund Advisory committee, and

e Includes a provision for a work incentive demonstration project to explore available resources
that could be used in concert with this program for a full Transitional Jobs program.

Relevant Recommendations:

e Establish a statewide transitional jobs program that will engage 40,000 individuals each year when
at full scale.

e Increase by 25% the number of individuals experiencing extreme poverty that are directly impacted
by Illinois Community College Board and the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
programs through working with stakeholders to assess and implement changes, policies, and
practices that lead to increased access.
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SB118 Increase in the Earned Income Tax Credit
Sponsors — Senator Martin Sandoval
Bill Synopsis

Amends the Illinois Income Tax Act. Increases the earned income tax credit from 5% of the federal credit
to 10% in 2011, 15% in 2012, and 20% in 2013 and thereafter. Effective immediately.

Relevant Recommendation:

Triple the state Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) amount.

SB1565 Increase the Minimum Wage

Sponsors — Senator Kimberly A. Lightford - Iris Y. Martinez - Jacqueline Y. Collins - Mattie Hunter, Emil
Jones, I, William Delgado, Donne E. Trotter Antonio Mufioz, Ira I. Silverstein, Martin A. Sandoval and
Annazette R. Collins

Bill Synopsis:

Amends the Minimum Wage Law. Provides for fewer limitations on the definition of "employee."
Provides a procedure for increasing the minimum wage annually to restore the minimum wage to its
historic level and thereafter increasing the minimum wage by the increase in the cost of living during the
preceding year. Deletes language pertaining to temporary or irregular employees and employees under
the age of 18. Provides for an increased amount of damages recoverable by an employee that is paid
less than the wage to which he is entitled to under the Minimum Wage Law. Effective immediately.

Relevant Recommendations:

e Eliminate categories of low wage workers not covered by minimum wage, such as those
receiving tips, race track handlers, and sub-age workers (below 18).

e Improve workplace compensation by increasing minimum/living wage and benefit standards.

SB127 lllinois Family Medical Leave Act
Sponsors — Senator Martin Sandoval

Bill Synopsis:
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Creates the lllinois Family and Medical Leave Act. Contains provisions similar to those in the federal
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993, except that it applies to a son-in-law, daughter-in-law, father-in-
law, mother-in-law, domestic partner, or sibling who has a serious health condition, increases the leave
allowed to 16 workweeks, and some of the provisions of the federal law pertaining to federal
employees, federal matters, and the 2008 amendments have been omitted or changed. Contains
provisions concerning applicability and coordination. Effective 6 months after becoming law.

Relevant Recommendation:

Adopt the lllinois Healthy Workplace Act that allows employees who traditionally do not have a right
to paid sick leave (e.g. part-time employees) to accrue sick days.
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Oppose
HB161 Photo Requirements for Food Assistance

Sponsors — Representative Chapin Rose - Adam Brown - Joe Sosnowski, John D. Cavaletto, Wayne
Rosenthal, Keith P. Sommer, Jim Watson, Bill Mitchell and David Reis

Bill Synopsis:

Requires the Secretary of Human Services to seek a waiver from the United States Department of
Agriculture to allow the State to include on the face of every LINK card issued to a recipient of SNAP
benefits (formerly food stamps) or cash assistance under the Code a photo of the cardholder. Requires
the Department of Human Services to provide the Illinois General Assembly with various good faith cost
estimates including the estimated cost of replacing every still-valid LINK card with a card that contains
on its face a photo of the cardholder and the estimated cost of "phasing-in" new photo identification
cards issued under the current contract with the current LINK card vendor. Provides that the
Department shall suggest a process to the lllinois General Assembly that allows the caregiver of a
recipient of SNAP benefits or cash assistance under this Code to use the recipient's LINK card on the
recipient's behalf. Provides that the lllinois General Assembly shall through legislation determine
whether it wishes to implement the wavier based on projected cost estimates and other matters.

Rationale:

1. It would prevent approximately 1 million Food Stamp recipients in lllinois from using a LINK card.
Food Stamp households consist of all persons living in the same residence, including spouses, children
under age 22, grandparents, and other relatives and non-relatives. Under this bill, if the waiver was
granted, only the person in whose name the LINK card is issued could use it = NOT their husband, child,
grandparent, sister, or unrelated adult living with them.

2. It wastes government funds. IDHS recently moved the LINK card issuance process out of its
overburdened local offices. If the waiver is granted and implemented, IDHS would have to install
photographic equipment in its local offices and divert staff resources to taking and processing pictures,
and increase the contract of its LINK card vendor, the Northrup Grumman Corp., to cover its cost in
issuing new cards with photo IDs.

3. It would hurt local economies. Any time the state erects barriers to using Food Stamps, utilization
falls. Since Food Stamps are 100% federally funded, the state realizes no savings from this lower
utilization but every dollar in unused Food Stamps hurts local economies.
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