
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, )
)

Plaintiff, )
)

vs. )
)

JASON HUNT )
)

Defendant )

INFORMATION

Now comes the People of the State of Illinois by the State’s Attorney and

informs this Court that on or about September 24, the defendant committed the offense of

ARMED ROBBERY in that the defendant, while armed with a firearm, took property, being

the day’s cash proceeds, from the person of Mary Altgeld.

                                                              
STATE’S ATTORNEY



PEOPLE V. JASON HUNT

Part I - MARY ALTGELD

Cross

Mary Altgeld was robbed at gunpoint of a shopping bag that contained, among other

things, the day’s receipts from the grocery store she and her husband own.  Each night they

carry the money home in this bag for deposit the next day, and this fact is pretty much a

family secret.  Jason Hunt would have known, though, as he worked in the store until three

weeks before the robbery.

Cross-examine Mary Altgeld on the basis of Officer Anderson’s police report and the

preliminary hearing excerpt (attached).  Assume that her trial testimony has been consistent

with what she said at the preliminary hearing.
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(To be performed live by Faculty and Actor)

Excerpt of testimony of Mary Altgeld at the Preliminary Hearing of October 14 [last].

Q. Calling your attention to September 24 at approximately 9 o’clock in the
evening, where, if anywhere, were you?

A. I was just leaving the store.  We close every night at 9.

Q. Did you have anything with you?

A. Yes, I was carrying a shopping bag with the day’s receipts in it.  We were
going to deposit it the next day.  We do that all the time.

Q. Where did you go?

A. I drove to our house at 4925 N. Parkside.

Q. When you got there, did anything unusual happen?

A. Yes, it did.  When I got out of the car and turned to go into the house, there
stood Jason dressed up like a robber in a western movie.  He had a gun.

Q. What if anything did he say to you?

A. He said, “I’ll take the money, Mary,” and he grabbed the shopping bag out of
my hand.

Q. What was he wearing?

A. He had on boots and a cowboy hat, and over his face he had a red bandanna
or blue, some dark color.

Q.  How did you know it was the defendant?

A. Oh.  I recognized his voice.  And when he grabbed the shopping bag, the
mask slipped down and I could see his face.

Q. What happened next?

A. He walked away.  Then my husband came out to meet me and I said, “That
man in the hat stole our money.”

Q. Then what happened?

A. Then my husband started to run after him, but the robber was running too. 
He got in his car and drove off.

Q. And then you called the police?

A. Yes, my husband did.



PEOPLE V. JASON HUNT

Part II - KARL ALTGELD

Cross

Here you are to cross-examine Karl Altgeld, knowing (but not necessarily using the

fact) that Jason Hunt’s Ford Taurus was totally destroyed in a garage fire two days before the

robbery occurred.  You will be able to prove it up as part of your case without calling Hunt

to the stand.

You also know that in the defense case you will call one Debra Meekins of 4926 N.

Parkside.  She is something of a busybody and will advance your cause in two ways:

First, she will say that she was in the grocery store on September 3 at about 8 p.m.

when Karl Altgeld fired Jason Hunt.  Mary Altgeld was not present.  According to Debra,

Karl accused Jason of “messing-around” with his wife.  “Do you think I’m blind?” he said. 

“Do you think I don’t see what’s going on under my nose between you and Mary?”  He also

said, “You’re fired, Jason.  I want you out of here and I want you out of here right now.  Go

some place else if you want to wreck a happy marriage,” or words to that effect.

Second, Debra Meekins will testify that on the evening of the robbery she went

outside a little after nine because she thought she heard fireworks.  She saw Karl Altgeld

running down the street shooting his gun at a man who was running away.  She has seen him

with the gun before, on many occasions.  Everyone has.

You know, however, and are ready to prove, that no gun has ever been registered

with the city to a Karl Altgeld, nor has he applied with the State for a FOID card.



PEOPLE V. JASON HUNT

Part III - CHRIS CONWAY

Background Information

In the course of investigating this case, Pat Pinkerton, our investigator, while

canvassing the neighborhood talked with Altgeld neighbor Chris Conway who lives at 4928

N. Parkside which is across the street from the Altgeld residence.  Chris stated that a few

nights earlier about 9:00 p.m., Conway was looking out the front window and saw a man

dressed up in cowboy clothes and hat on the porch of the Altgeld house.  Although Conway

did not recognize the man, Conway knows our client, Jason Hunt, as the young man who

works in the Altgeld store which Conway patronizes and from seeing him occasionally

entering and leaving the Altgeld residence and the man Conway saw wasn’t Jason Hunt.

Because a few minutes later Conway heard what sounded like fireworks outside,

Conway thought the Altgelds were having some kind of costume party or celebration and

thought no more about the incident at the time.

After learning this, our investigator reported back to us the substance of this

conversation.  Accordingly, Chris Conway was listed as a defense witness; however, last

week when you went to the Conway house to interview Chris Conway in preparation for this

trial, Conway would not talk to you stating only that the police had recently “visited.”  Sure

enough a few days ago, the State gives you a copy of a supplemental police report which, in

substance, states:

My name is Chris Conway and I live at 4928 North Parkside across
the street from the Altgelds.  On the night of September 24 of last year,
shortly after 9:00 p.m., I was standing on my porch when I saw Jason Hunt in
the Altgeld’s front yard.  Jason was dressed in a cowboy hat, western style
boots and a bandana partially covering his face.  Even though he had a
bandana partially covering his face, I recognized him as the young man I have
often seen working in the Altgeld store.  I did not think it unusual for him to
be there for a party or something especially when a few minutes later, I heard
what sounded like fireworks coming from across the street and it wasn’t until
several days later I learned Mary Altgeld had been robbed by Jason.

The State also tenders you a copy of a “rap” sheet for Chris Conway listing no prior

arrests or convictions but containing a recent entry showing Chris Conway’s arrest for



Possession of Cannabis with intent to deliver within 1000 feet of a school by Officers Jones

and Smith who work in the same district as the arresting officers in this case.

Further investigation discloses that early last October, Chris Conway was driving

home from work and was stopped and pulled over by the police in front of the neighborhood

public school for a minor traffic violation.  Claiming they detected the smell of marijuana,

the officers searched Conway’s car and found a quantity of cannabis in the glove box. 

Although Chris Conway has no prior record, Conway was arrested and charged with

possession with intent to deliver more than 2.5 but not more than 10 grams of a substance

containing cannabis on a public way within 1000 feet of the real property comprising a

school, a Class 4 felony (See 720 ILCS 550/5.2(d) and 5(f).  This charge is currently pending

and Chris has hired a  lawyer for this case.

Hunt Case Timeline

Last September 24 - Mary Altgeld Robbed

Few Days Later - Witness Chris Conway makes oral statement to defense investigator

Early Last October - Arrest of Chris Conway

After Arrest - Is spoken to by Police - Changes story



CHRIS CONWAY’S ORAL STATEMENT TO OUR INVESTIGATOR 
GIVEN SEPTEMBER 29

My name is Chris Conway and I live at 4928 N. Parkside, just across the street from Carl

and Mary Altgeld who live at 4925.  A few nights ago about 9:00 p.m. I was looking out of my

front room window and saw a man on the porch of the Altgeld house.  He was dressed up in

cowboy clothes and hat.

Although I do not know who this man was, I know it wasn’t Jason Hunt because I shop at

the Altgeld store and know Jason from seeing him there and from occasionally seeing him

entering and leaving the Altgeld’s house.  Because of the man’s dress, I assumed the Altgeld’s

were having a party or celebration of some kind especially when a few minutes later I heard what

sounded like fireworks.  Accordingly, I thought no more about it at the time.



PEOPLE V. JASON HUNT

Part III - CHRIS CONWAY

Exercise A 

Cross - Prior Inconsistent Statement

The State does call Chris Conway at trial.  You are going to impeach this witness.  

You should know that Chris Conway will not deny but will admit giving the September

29 oral statement to your investigator.

A.  Cross examine this witness.

B.  Impeach the witness with the September 29 oral statement.

(NOTE: Here, concentrate on the September 29 oral statement and why it should

be believed.  In Exercise B, you will further discredit the witness’ new story, explaining to the

jury why the witness flipped.)



(To be performed live by Faculty & Actor)

SCRIPT: Direct Testimony of Chris Conway

(My name is Chris Conway.  On September 24 of last year, about 9:00 at night, I 
was at my home located across the street from the Altgeld residence.)

Q: Do you know the defendant, Jason Hunt?

A: Yes, I know him from shopping at the Altgeld family store where he works.

Q: That night did you see the defendant Jason Hunt at the Altgeld home?

A: Yes, I was standing on the porch when I saw Jason Hunt dressed up in a cowboy
outfit standing in the Altgeld’s front yard.

Q: What did you do then?

A: Because he was in this cowboy costume, I watched him for a few minutes but since
I knew him, I thought nothing more about it and went back inside my house.



PEOPLE V. JASON HUNT

Part III - CHRIS CONWAY

Exercise B

Cross - “Flipper”

Now cross-examine Chris Conway telling the jury a story, giving them a scenario and

explaining why Conway flipped.



COACHES NOTES

People v. Jason Hunt

Part III

Witness Chris Conway

Note here the favorable oral statement that the neighbor witness Chris Conway gave our

investigator.  Secondly, instead of a rap sheet cross, this exercise offers a cross regarding favorable

treatment on Conway’s pending cannabis case.  Lastly, it is possible as in the Jefferies case, that

actor scheduling could result in Conway being a woman witness.



ACTORS’ NOTES - Jason Hunt Case

Witness - Chris Conway

Part III

You are a neighbor of the Altgelds and have been for a number of years.  You also shop at their

store on occasion.  The story you gave the defense investigator is the truth and you don’t deny that you

told him that, however, since your school days you have been occasionally using marijuana. 

Unfortunately, a week or so after the robbery, you had your personal “stash” in the glove box when two

officers from the same police district as the officers who arrested Jason Hunt stopped your car across the

street from the local public school, searched the glove box and found it.  Although you have no prior

record of any kind and you aren’t a cannabis dealer, you were not charged with the Class B misdemeanor

of simple possession of 10 or less grams of cannabis but with the Class 4 felony of possession with intent

to deliver of cannabis within 1000 feet of a school.  After your arrest when you were turned over to the

State’s Attorneys’ investigators, you were told how important it was to make sure that what you said in

court was the “real truth” and that if you told the “real truth,” they would advise the prosecutor and the

officers in your drug case of the value of your testimony in the Hunt case.  You also know that the

possible penalty for the charge you are facing is a possible sentence of not less than one and more than

three years in prison and that probation is also possible but if the case is not prosecuted as possession

with intent to deliver within 1000 feet of a school, the offense could be a Class A (possession with intent

to deliver) or Class B (possession only) misdemeanor with a possible 1 year (Class A) or 6 month (Class

B) sentence with probation also possible.

Finally, you are aware that the prosecution has the power to reduce any charge to a lesser one as

well as to completely dismiss it.





HUNT CASE 

Foundation

Laying a Proper Foundation: Altgeld Residence Photo

Q: I’m showing you what’s been marked as Defense Exhibit Number 1.
This is a picture of the front porch of the Altgeld’s home, isn’t it?

A: Yes.

Q: It truly and accurately depicts the way the Altgeld’s front porch looked
R: at 9:00 p.m. on September 24th of last year, doesn’t it?

A. Yes.

COUNSEL: Your Honor, I ask that the identification marks be stricken and the 
exhibit be admitted into evidence.

COURT: That will be allowed.

Continue questioning about the photograph. Or, if you want the jury to see the photo
as you are cross-examining the witness, first say:

COUNSEL: Your honor, I also ask that the exhibit be published to the jury.

COURT: That will also be allowed.

Then project the photo for all to see and continue questioning.
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