
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF THE OFFICE OF THE STATE APPELLATE DEFENDER

February 21, 2014

Office of the State Appellate Defender
Conference Room

203 North LaSalle, 24th Floor Chicago, IL

The following matters were covered at the February 21, 2014, meeting of the Board of
Commissioners of the Office of the State Appellate Defender.

Present - Board Members: Thomas Breen, Honorable Michael P. Toomin, Honorable
Charles Hartman, Honorable A. C. Cunningham, Jr., Gary A. Dobbs, Kim D. Campbell, and
Rebecca Janowitz, Present via teleconference: Honorable Dennis Middendorff and Thomas
Sullivan.

Present - Agency Staff: Michael J. Pelletier, State Appellate Defender; 
James E. Chadd, Deputy State Appellate Defender; Tonya Janecek, Chief Fiscal Officer and
Human Resource Director; and Sue Ryan, Senior Administrative Assistant. Present via
teleconference:  David P. Bergschneider, Deputy State Appellate Defender. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Thomas Breen. 

New Business

A.  Report for the First Six Months of Fiscal Year 2014

State Appellate Defender Michael J. Pelletier reported on the activities of the Agency for
the first six months of Fiscal Year 2014.

There were a few personnel changes.  Deputy State Appellate Defender Patricia Unsinn
retired on December 31, 2013, after 36 years of dedicated service with the agency. She was a
tremendous asset to the agency and will be missed. 

First District Assistant Deputy Defender James E. Chadd was appointed to succeed Ms.
Unsinn.  Mr. Chadd has been with the agency for almost 30 years having worked in the Supreme
Court Unit as well as the First District office.

Staff Attorney Christie Fischer resigned from the Expungement Unit in the Fall.  The
Unit was then reorganized and the expungement/sealing materials were revamped to make them
more user friendly and easier to understand.  Ashley Richardson was named Director and she
monitors the program.  Additionally, instead of one attorney handling all of the speaking
engagements for the entire state, an attorney in each judicial district office has been assigned to
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conduct the speaking engagements in his/her district.  The number of expungement/sealing
packets and brochures distributed in this time period doubled and there were more calls than
emails. 

In terms of the agency caseload for the last six months, appointments were up by 27 cases
to about 1555 new appointments. The one drawback is that the agency backlog increased by 375
- the number of cases waiting to be briefed.  Mr. Pelletier attributes the backlog in the first six
months of the fiscal year to staff vacancies including maternity and paternity leaves. The good
news is that effective March 3, 2014, the agency will only have one support staff vacancy and
will be fully staffed in terms of attorneys. This will increase productivity for the next six months
of the fiscal year.

The budget that the Board approved in September allowed for an increase in pay plans
for all positions in the agency and continued funding for the expungement program. The agency
was, however, unable to fund the law student program and the Juvenile Defender Resource
Center. The Juvenile Defender Resource Center has been on the books since 2008, but there has
not yet been any funding.

Mr. Pelletier reported on the successful seminars held in conjunction with the Illinois
Public Defender Association - a regional seminar in August and the 2013 IPDA Fall Seminar
which was attended by 151 participants from 41 counties.

B.  Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2015

State Appellate Defender Michael Pelletier submitted the proposed budget for Fiscal
Year 2015 in the amount of $22,166,278 which represents an increase of $1,816,678 or 8.93%
over the current Fiscal Year 2014 operating budget. 

This budget request will provide for the following:
• Full staffing of the agency;
• Increase the pay plan for all titles;
• Implementation of a new case management system;
• Continuation of Public Defender Training Program - $63,000;
• Implementation of the Juvenile Defender Resource Center pursuant to 

PA 95-0376 which became effective January 1, 2008 - $315,000;
• Implementation of the Law Student Intern Program - $61,200.

Mr. Pelletier discussed the need for a new case management system as the company the
agency currently uses has no technical support. He reported that Susan Carr and the OSAD IT
Department have done a tremendous job patching things to accomplish what is needed, but it is
time to move forward with a new database. This new system would allow statewide access to
data and offer the agency the opportunity to go paperless by maintaining an electronic file
cabinet.
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Before the budget was submitted for approval, Commissioner Rebecca Janowitz
commented on how expungement is such a matter of concern and inquired as to whether there
was a system for receiving any feedback from those seeking expungement. Mr. Pelletier
responded that there was nothing currently, but it was definitely something to look into.

A motion to approve the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2015 was then made by Judge
Charles Hartman and seconded by Judge A.C. Cunningham, Jr.  The motion was unanimously
approved.

C. Haddad, Hughes and Gottfried Award Recommendations

Deputy State Appellate Defender David Bergschneider presented the following
nominating committee recommendations to the Board for approval:

For the James B. Haddad Award, the 2014 nominating committee recommends the
following nominees: 

Kerry J. Bryson, Assistant Appellate Defender in the Third District Office
Jacqueline Bullard, Assistant Appellate Defender in the Fourth District Office

For the Patrick J. Hughes, Jr. Award, the 2014 nominating committee recommends the
following nominee:
 

Stephen H. Omolecki, Supervisor in the Third District Office

For the Theodore A. Gottfried Award, the 2014 nominating committee recommends the
following nominees:

Elizabeth Bitschenauer, Paralegal in the Fourth District Office
Mary Ann Capps, Senior Human Resource Assistant, Administrative Office
Lisa Corona, Legal Secretary in the First District Office
Dora Eason, Legal Secretary in the First District Office
Patricia Joyce, Senior Paralegal in the First District Office

A motion to approve the recommendations of the Haddad, Hughes, and Gottfried Award
Nominating Committees was made by Justice Michael Toomin and seconded by Kim Campbell. 
The motion was unanimously approved. 

Other Business

The date for the next meeting of the Board of Commissioners was set for Friday,
September 19, 2014, to be held in the First District office in Chicago at 9:30 a.m.
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Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Judge
A.C. Cunningham, Jr. and seconded by Justice Michael,~ilin. Th// e~et~'on was approved
unanimously. ~ 1 ~ ~,, ~,,

Dennis E.
Secretary


