
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF THE OFFICE OF THE STATE APPELLATE DEFENDER

February 24, 2012

Office of the State Appellate Defender
Conference Room

203 North LaSalle, 24th Floor Chicago, IL

The following matters were covered at the February 24,2012, meeting of the Board of
Commissioners of the Offce of the State Appellate Defender.

Present - Board Members: Thomas Breen, Honorable David R. Donnersberger,
Honorable Charles Hartman, David Reid Clark, Honorable A.c. Cunningham, Jr.,
Honorable Michael P. Toomin, and Honorable Dennis Middendorff. Present via teleconference:
Thomas F. Sullivan, Jr. Absent: Honorable Scott D. Drazewski.

Present - Agency Staff: Michael J. Pelletier, State Appellate Defender;
David P. Bergschneider, Deputy State Appellate Defender; Patricia Unsinn, Deputy State
Appellate Defender; Tonya Janecek, Chief Fiscal Offcer and Human Resource Director;
and Sue Ryan, Senior Administrative Assistant.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Thomas Breen. A motion to approve the
minutes of the September 16,2011, Board meeting was made by Judge David Donnersberger
and seconded by Justice Michael Toomin. The minutes were approved unanimously.

New Business

A. Report for the First Six Months of Fiscal Year 2012

Michael Pelletier reported on the activities of the Agency for the first six months of
Fiscal Year 2012.

Agency appointments were down by 44 compared to the first six months of last year with
a backlog of 2700 unbriefed cases - an increase of 63 cases - which may be attributed to fewer
attorneys on staff as some vacancies have been maintained throughout the State.

Despite the abolition of the death penalty last year, the Capital Post Conviction Unit
received funding through Fiscal Year 2012. They are currently working on 23 cases at different
stages of post conviction. The Capital Post-Conviction Unit located at 23 N. Clark in Chicago
will be closed by the end of June 2012. The hope is to absorb support staff in one of the district
offices and to transfer a number of attorneys to the First District offce where they can see



these cases through to completion. The closing of this offce results in a savings to the Fiscal
Year 2013 budget of approximately $850,000.

The Expungement Unit continues to be successful and provides materials for the
expungement/sealing of records and assistance to callers on the toll-free phone line.

One of the missions of the Agency is to provide training to part-time and full-time Public
Defenders. By collaborating with the Ilinois Public Defender Association on their annual Fall
and Spring seminars, the Agency is able to work towards this goal. Mr. Pelletier reported that at
the 2011 IPDA Fall Seminar in October 2011, Public Defenders from 45 counties were in
attendance.

One of the most noteworthy events of the first six months was the December 6, 2011,
oral argument in the United States Supreme Court by First District Assistant Appellate Defender
Brian Carroll on a Crawford issue in People v. Sandy Wiliams. Mr. Pelletier reported that
Mr. Carroll did an outstanding job.

In December 2011, the Ilinois Supreme Court reappointed Michael J. Pelletier as the
State Appellate Defender for another four-year term. As he had not received a salary increase in
3 Yi years, Mr. Pelletier requested a 3% pay increase for the second six months of Fiscal Year
2012. He advised that he will not be seeking a pay increase in Fiscal Year 2013. Per Chairman
Breen, this request would be discussed in Other Business.

B. Statewide Attendance of Trial Ad Program

In keeping with the Agency mission of providing training to Public Defenders,
particularly downstate Public Defenders, and realizing that money has been a major obstacle for
many counties, it was decided to offer the downstate Public Defenders the opportunity to attend,
free of charge, an already existing training program which is in its 28th year. This annual week-
long Ilinois Public Defender Voir Dire Workshop and Intensive Trial Advocacy Program wil be
held in March at lIT Chicago-Kent College of Law in Chicago.

The Office of the State Appellate Defender is pleased to provide the registration fee,
travel, per diem and lodging expenses of 15 downstate Public Defenders from the counties of
St. Clair, Madison, Massac, Vermilion, Warren, Winnebago, McLean, and Champaign.
Additionally, the Offce of the State Appellate Defender wil provide the $450 registration fee for
9 Public Defenders from Cook County as well as 11 Public Defenders from the collar counties of
Lake, DuPage, Kane, McHenr, and WilL.

C. Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2013

The proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2013 is $21,444,888 and represents a decrease of
$240,212 or 1.1 % over the current Fiscal Year 2012 operating budget. The decrease is due to the
abolition of the death penalty and the closing of the Capital Post-Conviction Unit.
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This budget request will provide for the following:
· Fil Agency vacancies;

· Increase the current pay plan for all titles;
· Implement the Juvenile Defender Resource Center;

· Fund the Law Student Intern Program;

· Fund Training for Public Defenders.

A motion to approve the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2013 was made by David Reid
Clark and seconded by Judge A.c. Cunningham, Jr. The motion was unanimously approved.

D. Haddad, Hughes and Gottfried Award Recommendations

Deputy State Appellate Defender David Bergschneider advised that this year the
nominating committees were recommending multiple recipients for two of the Agency awards,
and he presented the following nominating committee recommendations to the Board:

For the James B. Haddad Award, the 2012 nominating committee recommends the
following two nominees:

Martin J. Ryan, Assistant Appellate Defender in the Fourth District Office
Laura Weiler, Assistant Appellate Defender in the First District Office.

For the Patrick J. Hughes, Jr. Award, the 2012 nominating committee recommends the
presentation of the first Patrick J. Hughes, Jr. Award to:

Patricia Mysza, Supervisor in the First District Offce.

For the Theodore A. Gottfried Award, the 2012 nominating committee recommends the

following three nominees:

Caroline L. Brown, Human Resource Assistant in the Administrative Office
Kelly Kuhtic, Legal Secretary in the First District Offce
Tammy Stolz, Director of the Paralegal Department in the First District Office.

A motion to approve the recommendations of the Haddad, Hughes, and Gottfried Award
Nominating Committees was made by Judge A.C. Cunningham, Jr. and seconded by
Justice Michael Toomin. The motion was unanimously approved.

Other Business

Chairman Tom Breen opened the discussion of State Appellate Defender
Michael 1. Pelletier's request for a 3% annualized salary increase which would be effective for
the second half of the year from January 1,2012, to June 30, 2012. A motion to increase the
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salary of State Appellate Defender Michael 1. Pelletier by 3 % was made by Judge Dennis
Middendorff and seconded by Judge David Donnersberger. The motion was unanimously
approved.

The date for the next meeting of the Board of Commissioners was set for Friday,
September 21,2012, to be held in the First District office in Chicago at 9:30 a.m.

Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by
Judge A.C. Cunningham, Jr. and seconded by Justice Michael Toomin. The motion was
approved unanimously.

b.~~~L
David Reid Clark

Secretary
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