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My name is Roger W. Hannan, Executive Director of the Farm Resource Center, a rural 
outreach mental health crisis intervention program established to serve rural individuals 
of Illinois.  I would like to offer some observations I believe have relevance to the subject 
matter of this Task Force. 
 
It is my view that nursing home problems will only worsen if there isn’t a comprehensive 
plan to fund early intervention mental health services instead of deleting funding.  It 
should be understood that early intervention services that have a family focus encourages 
and supports those who want to do everything to keep their loved one out of the nursing 
home facilities.  The Farm Resource Center before its funding was deleted as a crisis 
intervention service provided family members of elderly individuals with mental issues 
with coping mechanisms, allowing them to prevail longer in avoiding an admission. 
 
Dr. Glass, former Director of the Illinois Department of Mental Health once said of 
community mental health efforts at that time, “We are standing downstream fishing the 
bodies out of the river and nobody is going upstream to see who is throwing them in.”  
Today we may be seeing who is throwing them in but we need to have intervention 
services to reduce the occurrence. 
 
Seventy-one percent of the consumers the Farm Resource Center served this past fiscal 
year were unemployed.  These families need support if they are going to meet the 
challenge of reducing admissions.  Rural folks are very family oriented and will work 
hard to keep their family member from being forced into an intuitional setting.   
 
I completely understand that reducing admissions is not a magic answer but if admissions 
aren’t curbed whenever possible the current problem will only be more difficult to solve. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to offer these comments for the record. 
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