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1. Opening Remarks/Review and Approval of September 23, 2010 Minutes

The fifth meeting of the Nursing Home Rate Review Workgroup was called to
order at 10:40am by Workgroup Chair, Julie Hamos. Minutes from the
September 23, 2010 workgroup meeting were disseminated and approved.

2. Nursing Home Survey Overview by HCCIL

Pat Comstock presented a PowerPoint entitled, “Nursing Homes — What does
the Public Really Think?” which summarized the results of two public opinion
surveys of registered voters recently commissioned by HCCIL. The PowerPoint is
posted on the nursing home safety web site and may be accessed at:
http://www?2.illinois.gov/nursinghomesafety/Documents/Rate%20Review%20Wor
kgroup/NursingHomeSurveyPresentation%20100610.pdf

The first survey, conducted in July, 2010 (automated, 1000 registered voters)
queried individuals generally regarding their views and attitudes toward nursing
homes. The second survey, conducted in August, 2010 (live interviews, 600
registered voters) was designed to capture a deeper level of information
regarding specific factors which influence the public’s perception of nursing
homes.



3. Continued Discussion of Options

Chair Hamos recapped several recurring priorities presented by workgroup
members, including funding quality, funding staffing ratios established in law
and the MDS 3.0 process. Monica Hammer recommended that the lllinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH) adopt stronger and better enforcement
mechanisms with regarding to nursing home regulation, resulting in a
conversation regarding the current process, an overview of penalties
established by the Nursing Home Safety Task Force legislation and the current
status of IDPH nursing home surveyor hiring and costs. Chair Hamos invited
discussion of additional revenue sources which might be tapped in order to fund
workgroup priorities.

4. Framing of Required Report

Chair Hamos led a discussion of proposed options for framing the report due to
the General Assembly by November 1, 2010. With respect to the provider
assessment (i.e. bed tax), several phase-in scenarios were discussed, ranging
from an overall delay of one year to allow for receipt and analysis of MDS 3.0
nursing home resident assessment date prior to making any recommendations
to recommending a “two phase” bed tax increase to be voted on by the
General Assembly when it returns during its fall veto session. The meeting
adjourned at 12:45pm.

5. Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for October 19, 2010 from 10:00 am - 12:00pm at

the same locations within the Bloom Building in Springfield and the Clinton
Building in Chicago.



