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Consolidation and Unfunded Mandates Task Force 

meeting 
 
SPRINGFIELD – Lieutenant Governor Sanguinetti yesterday convened the first meeting of 
the new Local Government Consolidation and Unfunded Mandates Task Force. 
 
On February 13th, Governor Rauner issued an Executive Order to create the Local 
Government Consolidation and Unfunded Mandates Task Force.  By the end of the year the 
Task Force will present the governor a comprehensive report outlining not only the 
problem, but specific and targeted policy solutions designed to deliver efficient, effective 
and streamlined government for the residents of Illinois. 
 
A portion of Lieutenant Governor Sanguinetti’s remarks are included below: 
 

“We have nearly 7,000 units of government in Illinois. In fact, Illinois leads the 
nation in units of government.  Clearly not everything is bigger in Texas… Illinois 
tops our friends in the Lone Star State by nearly 1,800 units of government despite 
having half the population and nearly one-fifth the land mass. 
 
If 7,000 units of local government gave us the most efficient, effective and 
streamlined government in the country – I would have no problem sitting here 
today to defend our bureaucracy.  I would love to say that our 7,000 units of 
government provide every constituent personalized, local access and 
accountability.   
 
Simply put – we can and must do better for the people of Illinois and I look forward 
to working with this task force to consolidate not only units of government, but the 
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services we provide residents…   
 
According to the Illinois Association of School Boards, since 1992 there have been 
145 new unfunded state mandates passed down to school districts… 
 
School districts are not alone.  According to the Illinois Municipal League, there have 
been 266 new unfunded mandates placed on municipalities since 1982… 
 
Our challenge is to quantify the true cost of unfunded state mandates on our 
communities. Our report will be the first of its kind.  We estimate these mandates 
cost local governments billions of dollars every year… 
 
Our proposals will not be top-down, dictated by me and my staff.  We need bold 
ideas from you, our task force members.  You have tremendous experience and 
institutional knowledge on unfunded mandated and in all of our units of local 
government. 
 
We need your ideas and proposals so we can effect change in this state. 
 
I look forward to working with each and every one of you.  Thank you for your 
service.” 


