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Call to Order and Roll Call

Lieutenant Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti called the meeting to order at
2:05PM.

She then asked Lavinia Jurkiewicz to take the roll.

Member Agencies
lllinois Environmental Protection Agency, Amy Walkenbach
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Jim Herkert



Illinois Department of Transportation, Tom Brooks
Illinois Soil and Water Conservation District, Stephen Fulling
lllinois Department of Agriculture, Steve Chard

Citizen Members

Illinois River Coordinating Council

Doug Blodgett, Michael Sutfin, Jason Marquis, Darren Melvin, Allen
LaPointe, Lou Sandoval

Mississippi River Coordinating Council
Jennifer Walling, Wendell Shauman, Brett Stawar, Reed Wilson, Ted
Kratschmer

Ohio and Wabash River Coordinating Council
Phil Gonet, Jason McNeil, Tyrone Coleman

Quorum was met in all three Councils.



Introductions and Opening Remarks

Lt. Gov Sanguinetti welcomed members to the second quarterly meeting. She
thanked the members for their work in promoting the ecological and economic
benefits of Illinois’ rivers.

Approval of meeting minutes from March 2, 2016— Lt. Governor
Evelyn Sanguinetti

Lt. Governor Sanguinetti then opened the floor for corrections to the minutes
from the March 2nd, 2016 meeting. Walkenbach corrected that under section #3C
Working Group #1, Marsha Willhite should be changed to Amy Walkenbach. Lt.
Governor Sanguinetti asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Shauman made
the motion and Melvin seconded.

New Business
A. lllinois EPA- The Environmental History of lllinois’ Rivers
a. Update on Illinois Surface Water Quality-Illinois River Basin 1996-
2016
i. There is no shortage of water in Illinois
1. 119,244 miles of interior streams
ii. Types of Data Collected/Analyzed
1. Water and Sediment Chemistry
Fish Contaminants
Fish Community
Macroinvertebre Community
Phytoplankton
Habitat
Flow
Continuous Dissolved Oxygen
. Algal Toxins
10. Field Observations
iii. Surface Water Monitoring-Primary Goals
iv. Ambient Water Quality Monitoring Network
1. Approx. 146 sampling stations
2. Samples collected roughly every 9 weeks
v. Partnered with USGS for 8-Super Station Network where
measurements are taken every fifteen minutes
1. Those results are immediately available to USGS, and
available online in one hour
vi. The Illinois Water Monitoring Strategy
1. What is currently accomplished
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2. New initiatives Illinois EPA hopes to do given new
resources
3. Step 1: Determine if the designated use is attained
4. Step 2: If a designated use is not attained, diagnose
potential C
vii. Use Support Summary Aquatic Life Use —rivers/streams
1. Observing steady increase and significant improvement
in those meeting ALU standards from 1996 to 2016
viii. Improvements- 1972 to Present
iIX. Most Frequents Cases of Impairment
X. Future Challenges
1. Maintaining WWTP and PWS infrastructure
Reducing nonpoint pollution from various sources
Development and implementation of TMDLS
WW/PWS Loan and Section 319 Funding
Difficult, but need to document water resource
developments
Expanding monitoring and standards development
programs to support decisions
7. Local/state/ federal government personnel resources- all
are taking a big hit right now
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B. Questions
a. Shauman noted that he was surprised to see mercury levels increase.

i. Walkenbach responded that mercury emissions have been
roughly cut in half in the last ten years. However, our ability to
monitor for mercury is much better than in times past,
explaining the increase.

b. Herkert questioned the source of mercury.

i. She said most is atmospheric deposition coming from the
Northern tier states down into Illinois.

c. Gonetinquired about effluent discharge in the assessment.

i. Walkenbach said that anyone with a discharge permit with a
certain level of effluent will be required to monitor their
discharge. They don’t use that in the assessment of the stream
because dilution occurs and will moderate some of that process.

d. Lt. Governor Sanguinetti asked about observable impact from the
IHlinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy, and then asked what the IL
EPA will be targeting next.

i. Walkenbach responded that they have background data about
what the basins are yielding and they will be able to annually
compare those numbers. Next, they must look at programs not



as stand-alone, but in tandem with areas such as non-point
source reduction and storm-water problems. Looking at a
comprehensive watershed approach is where they are starting to
move their efforts.
e. Lt Governor Sanguinetti also questioned how we can do a better job of
monitoring the environmental health of Illinois’ rivers in the future.

I. She responded that more staff and money is essential. Though
there is an excellent lab, additional lab equipment to handle
more data and monitoring samples.

f. Del Wilkins asked about the discontinued efforts to reduce the grey
water discharge from vessels.

i. She replied that examination aligns more with the US EPA and
DNR Coastal Zone Program. IL EPA is more involved in the
invasive species efforts.

C. Panel- The Economic Impact of Illinois’ Rivers

Aaron Ozinga, Ozinga Materials, lllinois Aggregate Producers

IAAP represents many companies that provide goods and services for the
aggregate industry.
Represents every lllinois sector that is non- coal mining, as well companies
producing over 90% of Illinois aggregate
Ozinga is a fourth generation family business that employs over 1500 people.

o Provides ready mix concrete, bulk materials, transportation services
The company relies heavily on lock and dam for transporting materials

0 Most efficient and environmentally friendly

0 One barge can offset 70 truckloads of material
All of their ready-mix concrete sites utilize the waterways for transport

o0 Concrete must be produced as close to its projects as possible
Extremely important to focus on enhancing viable options for transporting bulk
commodities and goods

Del Wilkins, lllinois Marine Towing & American Waterways Operators

Inland Marine Highways
0 12,000 miles of commercially navigable channels
0 240 lock sites

Moving the nation’s commodities



Barges are ideal for hauling bulk commodities and oversized or overweight
equipment
= Coal, petroleum, Iron & Steel, Project cargoes, grain, chemicals,
aggregates, intermodal containers
Strengthening the economy
= Waterborne cargo comprises 14% of intercity freight
transportation, which is valued at $232 billion
Domestic Barge Traffic
= Petroleum & Petroleum Products, Coal, and Crude Material top
three tonnage
= Confusion from GLIMRIS report relating to fall in tons with Illinois
rivers
= However, fails to take into account transport throughout Illinois as
a state
Waterways provide great cargo capacity and move freight more safely than
truck or rail
= Decreases truck traffic and rail tonnage
= Also more energy efficient, decreased carbon dioxide production
= Low fatality associated with waterways transport
Anticipating future demands
= Transport today’s bulk commodities and intermodal cargo
= Accommodate tomorrow’s growth in those cargoes
= Accept cargo diverted from overcrowded highways and railways

Jim Tarmann, lllinois Corn

e Agriculture trade organization formed in 1972
e Corn producers rely heavily on Illinois waterways

o

The whole system is important- When Hurricane Katrina shut down the
Mississippi River, price of corn product dropped by 50 cents for more than
a month

e In lllinois, corn producers export 53% of what is produced
e Expansion of Panama Canal will have to be met accordingly in Upper Midwest
e Water Resources and Reform Development Act

(0}
(0}
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Prioritization of corps projects

Rehab threshold from $13 to $20 million
Olmsted funding from 50/50 to 85/15
Increase in fuel tax by $.09/ gallon (Able Act)

e lllinois Corn was willing to accept a higher cost for higher barge fuel tax for
improved vision of the future and increased business drawn to the river



e Total funding for the Corps of Engineers is trending upward

D. Questions

a.

b.

d.

e.

Lt. Governor Sanguinetti asked about the support for the diesel fuel tax
hike.

Shauman pointed out the infrastructure gains that the rest of the world is
making, while it seems that the U.S. is stalling and delaying in terms of
infrastructure improvement and construction.

1. Wilkins replied that the U.S. remains the global leader of commerce
transport and other countries often do not have the highway and
rail systems, regardless of port abilities. He also commented we
must remain diligent with infrastructure improvement.

Melvin asked for further explanation regarding the waterways user tax and
how it is being paid.

I. Tarmann responded that it started in 1980 and has remained the
same since WRRDA 2014. It is a diesel fuel tax that industry pays
on a per gallon basis. The funds are set aside for major rehab
projects, which cost $20 million or more, or for new construction.
Until 2002, Congress failed to appropriate these funds. Asa
coalition in the early 2000’s there was an effort to free these funds,
and it became clear they would not be adequate to meet the needs
of the system. Therefore industry members agreed to the increased
tax, and Congress is now appropriating the funds more promptly.

Lt. Governor Sanguinetti asked about the confidence of the panel that the
projects will get done in the next 10-20 years and why.

i. Tarmann said they are into the first year of funding, and that from
2007-2014 the authorizations amounted to nothing because of a
lack of appropriation. There is not enough money to meet the needs
of the future but there is optimism about where it is heading.

ii. Wilkins added that industry is finally present at the table in this
conversation and that the focus will be on real, feasible projects that
need dollars.

iii. Ozinga added that often times there seems to be a ‘paralysis by
analysis’ and when it comes to rebuilding or enhancing
infrastructure, the projects should be more proactively pushed to
completion. For example, he noted China has consumed more
cement in the last three years than the U.S. has since 1900.

Marquis asked if the reduction in volume Wilkins mentioned mirrored a
reduction in truck or rail volume. He also inquired about the anticipation
for export commodity products.



1. Wilkins replied that there has been an overall downturn in
transportation by other modes as well.

ii. Ozinga said that the aggregate industry is importing a fairly large
amount of material. He noted that in the last boom, the US reached
a deficit, specifically with providing consumption needs for cement.
The demand is higher on the construction side than the suppliers
can provide.

f. Gonet questioned their stance on P3’s and user fees.

i. Wilkins responded that they are not opposed to P3’s, however they
are generally not in support of the additional cost on top of the cost
industry is already absorbing.

ii. Tarmann added that when it comes to a P3 for lock and dam
systems, the private entity has a recovery period for the cost.

g. Gonet then asked if they have confidence in the federal funding method.

i. Tarmann responded that they have increased confidence in the
funding mechanism.

h. Gonet commented that the coal industry was having some trouble last year
below the locks, for example with transporting coal to Europe due to some
difficulties near New Orleans, and found the Army Corp of Engineers had
an appropriation they weren’t spending for needed work.

i. Tarmann noted that the last two grain investments have been made
below the locks in St. Louis grain terminals.

V. Member Updates and Reports

Kratschmer (National Great Rivers Research and Education Center) updated the group
that they are starting the project they call the Great Lakes Gulf Observatory, an
interactive web application that visualizes nutrient data.

Marquis (Marquis Energies) updated that there has been a facility expansion that
recently came online, and Marquis Energies is the largest dry ethanol plant in the world.

Gonet (IL Coal Association) voiced concern over challenges the coal industry is facing
from national policies, and noted production is down a third, with many job losses
associated.

Blodgett (The Nature Conservancy) updated the group regarding the Dixon Mounds
Museum, which is set to reopen. He encouraged members to visit, and the Lt. Governor
to consider the location for a Rivers Meeting.

Herkert (IL Dept. of Natural Resources) provided an update on DNR, and the PREP
program for river health, which remains closed due to budget impasse. They are
continuing work in the Vermillion River for a federal river recovery effort, and they will



be transporting mussels from Pennsylvania to the Vermillion River. Boat-fishing is
gaining popularity and they are working on approval and limitation processes for that
area of recreation.

Chard (IL Dept. of Agriculture) updated that agriculture community has been very
receptive to the NLRS, and the community is being proactive to protect the waterways.

Shauman (IL Farm Bureau) stated that the Illinois Nutrient Research & Education
Council has published its 2015 annual report. The group is working on approximately
$3 million in research, outreach, reduce and recovery projects to address the nutrient
runoff issue in lllinois.

Melvin (Hanson Material Service) provided examples of how industry water transport
benefits the environment over truck transport.

Nelson (IDOT) updated that on the Wabash River there is a project to replace the
structure on 1-64, they are working with Indiana. The project is estimated at $60
million. There has been a project added, currently in the planning and engineering
phase, to add a new structure from Cairo to Wickliffe, KY.

Walkenbach (IL Environmental Protection Agency) updated the group regarding
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy, and that they will be turning attention towards
fluoride in the water.

Fulling (Soil and Water Conservation District) elaborated about how the Soil and Water
Conservation District is approaching and tackling the Nutrient Loss reduction Strategy
goals.

On behalf of Walling (IL Environmental Council) a representative provided a legislative
update.

V1. Public Comments
None.
VI1I. Adjournment & Closing Remarks

Lt. Governor Sanguinetti thanked members for their participation and asked for a
motion to adjourn at 3:57PM. Shauman made the motion and Gonet seconded.



