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BACK" ROUND 

In negotiations for a succesJor to their April 1, 2004 - April 30, 
! 

2006 collective bargaining agree~ent the parties reached a tentative 

agreement on all issues in dispute. I The Union membership ratified that 
I 
I 

tentative agreement, the City Coun¢n rejected it. The Union brought the 
I 

issues to interest arbitration. The parties mutually appointed Steven 
I 

Briggs to conduct an interest arbi~tion hearing and issue a final and 

binding decision. The hearing wa~ held on December 6, 2006, during 

which time both parties were affor4ed full opportunity to present issues 

and arguments in support of thei~ respective positions. They waived 
! 

their right to file post hearing br~efs, and agreed that the Arbitrator 

.should issue a bench Award. It is s~t forth below. 

I 

A~ARD 
Having heard the parties' ar±ments on the issues in dispute, the 

Arbitrator has decided that all of I the tentative agreements previously 

rejected by the City Council shall !be included in their May 1,. 2006 -
I 

April 30, 2008 collective bargaining! agreement, along with the provisions 

I 
I 

that remained unchanged. 
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Signed by me this 6th day of qecember at Ottawa, Illinois. 
I 
! 

.~ -- -?v--"--fifj~---
Steven Briggs 
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