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Meeting of the Commission 

September 24, 2014 
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Murdock Room - IDHS 
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Chicago, IL 60601 

and  

Lincoln Land Training Center 
130 W. Mason Street 

Room 104 
Springfield, Illinois 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:   
Commissioners 
    In Chicago   Chairman Martin R. Castro 

Robert A. Cantone 
David Chang 
Terry Cosgrove 
Merri Dee   

    Nabi Fakroddin 
Lauren Beth Gash 

   Rozanne Ronen  
    Patricia Bakalis Yadgir 
    Diane M. Viverito 

David J. Walsh  (via telephone) 
 
      In Springfield     Marti Baricevic  
    Brad Cole  
 
     Absent     None 
 
 Staff    N. Keith Chambers 

Dr. Ewa Ewa 
Michael Evans 

    Reva Bauch 
Donyelle L. Gray 
Evelio Mora 
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Byron Wardlaw 
Gertrude McCarthy 

  Christine M. Welninski 
   

Members of Public:  None 
      
NOTICE: 
  
Public and closed meetings of the Illinois Human Rights Commission are audio recorded. 
 
I. Call to Order 

On September 24, 2014 at 10:25 a.m., Chairman Castro called to order a meeting of the 
Illinois Human Rights Commission.  Chairman Castro had been delayed by another 
meeting that immediately preceded this one.  
 
Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that: 
 

1) A quorum of the public body was physically present at the meeting. 
2) Prior to the meeting, Commissioner Walsh gave notice to the General Counsel 

and Secretary of the Public Body, Donyelle Gray that he would not be 
physically present for the meeting and he requested to participate via 
telephone.  

3) Motion to allow Commissioner Walsh to participate via telephone made by 
Commissioner Cantone and seconded by Commissioner Nabi. Motion carried 
12-0. 

 
II. Consideration of Minutes 
 

August 20, 2014 
 

The Commission voted to approve the minutes of the August 20, 2014 as submitted by 
staff. Motion to approve the August 20, 2014 minutes as submitted by staff made by 
Commissioner Ronen and seconded by Commissioner Nabi. Motion carried 13-0. 

 
III. Chairman’s Report 

 
Martin R. Castro, Chairman 

 
Chairman Castro reported that he met with Jerry Stermer of the Governor’s Office of 
Management and Budget and Governor Quinn’s Deputy Chief of Staff concerning the 
Commission’s budget. Several scenarios were discussed, and the Chairman is 
coordinating more meetings with Mr. Stermer on the issue. 
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IV. Staff Reports 
 
A. N. Keith Chambers, Executive Director 

 
Mr. Chambers reported that he and Chairman Castro met with Jerry Stermer regarding 
the Commission’s budget issues. Mr. Chambers further reported that the next meeting 
with Mr. Stermer will take place in mid-October. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that he also met with Samantha Fields, Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Governor’s Office liaison to the Commission and the Executive Director of the Illinois 
Department of Human Rights. The meeting was held to discuss how the Department 
might be of assistance regarding the Commission’s Request for Review caseload. Mr. 
Chambers stated he concluded that this would not be a feasible approach for the 
Commission to take for ethical and other reasons.    
 
Mr. Chambers reported that quite of bit of analysis has been performed on the issue of 
the drop in complaints filed with the Commission. Mr. Chambers reported that the 
analysis is still ongoing and he will keep the Commission updated as the results come 
in. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that he has been in contact with Mr. Phillip Deith about the 
Commission becoming a member organization in what is called the Bi-State HRC’s, 
(Human Relations Commission). The Bi-State HRC is newly formed organization 
primarily representing the St. Louis-Metro East region of the state. A discussion ensued 
and the Commission decided that Mr. Chambers should further explore the possibility of 
the Commission becoming a member organization. 
 
 B. Dr. Ewa I. Ewa, Chief Fiscal Officer 

 
Dr. Ewa reported that the filling of the Springfield staff position is underway. 
 
Dr. Ewa reported that ten new computers have arrived and that CMS is working on 
adapting the computers to the Commission’s system. 
 
Dr. Ewa reported that he is still waiting on the cost for the Evans Case System upgrade. 
 
C. Michael J. Evans, Chief Administrative Law Judge  

Chief Administrative Law Judge Evans gave the report for the month of August 2014.  
 
Chief Administrative Law Judge Evans acknowledged Administrative Law Judge 
Gertrude McCarthy on her retirement from the Commission.  
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Chairman Castro presented Judge McCarthy with a plaque for her years of service with 
the Commission. 
 
D. Donyelle Gray, General Counsel  

Ms. Gray distributed copies of the approved 2015 meeting calendar, and a copy of the 
most recent Commission contact list.  
 
Ms. Gray distributed and discussed information regarding the new amendment to the 
Illinois Human Rights Act, which makes pregnancy a protected classification under the 
Act (HB8). 
 
Ms. Gray distributed to the Commissioners a Standards of Review guideline that was 
prepared by Assistant General Counsel Byron Wardlaw.   
 
Ms. Gray gave out general reminders about timesheets, ethics training, and guidelines 
regarding political activity. 
 
Ms. Gray reported on recent outreach performed by the Office of the General Counsel’s 
staff. 
 

V.       New Business 
None 
 

VI.       Old Business 
Chairman Castro gave an update of the 150th anniversary of the ratification of the 13th 
Amendment event. Chairman Castro suggested that the Commission hold the event at 
the Abraham Lincoln Museum and Library in Springfield. 
 

  VII. Public Comment 
None 
 

  VIII. Executive Session 
 

Executive Session  
Pursuant 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act, the Commissioners voted to 
close a portion of the public meeting at 10:53 a.m. Motion made by Chairman Castro, 
seconded by Commissioner Nabi. Motion carried 12-0. Commissioner Walsh had lost 
phone connection prior to this vote, and he was unable to rejoin the meeting; therefore, 
Commissioner Walsh is the only Commissioner who did not partake in the vote on this 
Motion. 
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At 11:17 a.m., the open portion of the meeting resumed. 
 
  IX. Adjournment 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:19 a.m. Motion made by Commissioner Nabi, 
seconded by Commissioner Cantone. Motion carried 12-0. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
      Donyelle L. Gray 

General Counsel 
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