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DHS - Murdock Room 
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100 West Randolph Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

and  

Lincoln Land Training Center 
130 W. Mason Street 

Room 104 
Springfield, Illinois 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:   
Commissioners 
    In Chicago   Chair Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias  
    Duke Alden  
    Michael Bigger 
    Robert A. Cantone 

Nabi Fakroddin 
    Lauren Beth Gash 

Hermene Hartman 
Steve Kim 
Amy Kurson  

    Diane M. Viverito  
    Patricia Bakalis Yadgir 
 
By Telephone  Hamilton Chang 
    Terry Cosgrove 
    
      In Springfield    None 
 

           Absent    None  
 
 Staff    Rhandi C. Anderson 
    LaNade Bridges 

N. Keith Chambers 
    Michael Evans 
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Dr. Ewa I. Ewa 
    Donyelle L. Gray 
    Coles Fellow Sarah-Joël Privert 
    Coles Fellow Manpreet K. Teji 

  Christine M. Welninski 
   
     

Members of the Public:  None 
      
NOTICE: 
  
Public and closed meetings of the Illinois Human Rights Commission are audio recorded. 
 
I. Call to Order 

On June 22, 2016 at 10:31 a.m., Chair Bombela-Tobias called to order a meeting of the 
Illinois Human Rights Commission.   
 
Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that: 
 

1) A quorum of the public body was physically present at the meeting.  
2) Commissioners Chang and Cosgrove gave prior notice and good cause to the 

Secretary of the Public Body for not attending the meeting in person and for 
participating via telephone.  

3) Motion by Commissioner Cantone for Commissioners Chang and Cosgrove to 
participate in the meeting via telephone; seconded by Commission Alden. 
Motion passed with 11 in favor. 
 

II. Consideration of Minutes 
 

May 25, 2016 
 

The Commission voted to approve the minutes of the May 25, 2016 meeting. Motion to 
approve the May 25, 2016 minutes made by Commissioner Kurson and seconded by 
Commissioner Nabi. Motion carried 13-0. 
 

III. Chair’s Report 
 
Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias, Chair 

 
Chair Bombela-Tobias reported that Rocco Claps resigned as Director of the Illinois 
Department of Human Rights.  Janice Glenn has been appointed as the new Director.   
 
The Chair congratulated Commissioner Hartman on her recent television appearance 
discussing the passing of Muhammed Ali.   
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The Chair announced that she will be out of the country for a couple of weeks, but will 
be available via email.   
 

IV. Staff Reports 
 
A. N. Keith Chambers, Executive Director 

 
Mr. Chambers reported that there was no news concerning the state budget.  
 
Mr. Chambers reported that the new Executive Director of the Illinois Department of 
Human Rights is a supporter of the Commission and that he looks forward to building on 
that positivity.  
 
Mr. Chambers further reported that he reached out to the Governor’s office regarding 
Executive Order 16-06 (“Order 16-06”) and provided feedback regarding the caseload 
numbers for the Commission.  Mr. Chambers informed the body that he has reached 
out to the Commission’s policy liaison in the Governor’s office, and he is waiting to hear 
back.   
 
 B. Dr. Ewa I. Ewa, Chief Fiscal Officer 

 
Dr. Ewa reported that there has not been a scheduled budget hearing by the House.  
FY16 budget is a lump sum amount that includes expenditures for the Torture Inquiry 
and Relief Commission.  SB2048 was submitted to the Governor outlining the FY17 
budget and was vetoed.   
 
Dr. Ewa reported that vendors are threatening to suspend services due to nonpayment.  
Dr. Ewa is currently working with CMS to bring a resolution to the problem. 
 
Dr. Ewa reported that the budget office has advised that everyone submit to the 
Comptroller all existing travel vouchers for payment.  

 
C. Michael J. Evans, Chief Administrative Law Judge  
 

Chief Judge Evans gave his report for the month of May, 2016. 
 
D. Donyelle Gray, General Counsel  
 

Ms. Gray reported that 100% of Commission staff completed mandatory 2016 online 
ethics training.  
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Ms. Gray welcomed and introduced this year’s summer Coles Fellows, Manpreet K. Teji 
and Sarah-Joël Privert. 
 
Ms. Gray reported that the Commission participates in Mather High School’s Law and 
Public Safety Program, which places high school seniors in participating government 
and nonprofit organizations to expose them to careers in law.  Ms. Gray thanked interns 
Janet Kolaparan and Michael Romero for their hard work this spring.  Ms. Gray also 
thanked Ms. Welninski for organizing a “thank you” pizza luncheon for the interns. 
 
Ms. Gray reported on the Office of the General Counsel’s May caseload.  
 
Ms. Gray briefly spoke about the recent fatal attack on an Orlando, Florida LGBTQ night 
club, where 50 people were killed and over 50 others were wounded.  Ms. Gray gave a 
brief overview of the debates that have developed in response.  Ms. Gray noted the 
legal distinctions between hate crimes and domestic terrorism, and highlighted the 
importance of the work of the Commission in protecting, promoting, and upholding the 
values of liberty and justice for all individuals.  
 
Lastly, Ms. Gray announced that business cards are ready for pick up.  Commissioners 
should see Ms. Welninski to receive them. 

 
V.       New Business 

None 
 
VI.       Old Business 
 

Commissioner Cantone stated that he attended the final meeting of the Public 
Accommodations Working Group.  The final draft of the report is due to the Governor’s 
office September 30, 2016.  Commissioner Cantone requested a report template if 
anyone has one available that might be helpful. 
 
The Chair reported that the State Public Employment Committee is finalizing its report 
to the Governor as well. 
 
Ms. Gray added that the Private Employment Working Group also had its final meeting, 
which Commissioners Bigger and Gash were a part of.  

 
VII. Public Comment 

None 
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 VIII. Executive Session 
 
None 
 
 

 IX. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. Motion made by Commissioner Gash, 
seconded by Commissioner Yadgir. Motion carried 13-0. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
      Donyelle L. Gray 

General Counsel 
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