STATE OF ILLINOIS
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Meeting of the Commission
October 21, 2015
10:30 a.m.

James R. Thompson Center
Murdock Room - IDHS
Suite 5-300
100 West Randolph Street
Chicago, IL 60601

and

Lincoln Land Training Center
130 W. Mason Street
Room 104
Springfield, lllinois

MINUTES
PRESENT:
Commissioners
In Chicago Chair Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias

Duke Alden

Robert A. Cantone

Hamilton Chang (via telephone)
Terry Cosgrove

Nabi Fakroddin

Lauren Beth Gash

Hermene Hartman

Steve Kim

Diane M. Viverito

Patricia Bakalis Yadgir

In Springfield None
Absent None
Staff LaNade Bridges

N. Keith Chambers

Dr. Ewa Ewa

Donyelle L. Gray

Evelio Mora

Christine M. Welninski

Holly Sanchez-Perry, Coles Fellow
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Brooke Sartin, Coles Fellow
Members of Public: None
NOTICE:

Public and closed meetings of the Illinois Human Rights Commission are audio recorded.

Call to Order

On October 21, 2015 at 10:35 a.m., Chair Bombela-Tobias called to order a meeting of

the lllinois Human Rights Commission.

Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that:

1) A quorum of the public body was present at the meeting.

2) Prior to the meeting, Commissioner Chang gave notice to the General Counsel
and Secretary of the Public Body, Donyelle Gray that he would not be
physically present for the meeting. Commissioner Chang requested to
participate via telephone. Motion to allow Commissioner Chang to participate
via telephone made by Commissioner Cantone, seconded by Commissioner

Nabi. Motion carried 10-0.

[l. Consideration of Minutes

September 16, 2015

The Commission voted to approve the minutes of the September 16, 2015 meeting as
submitted by staff. Motion to approve the September 16, 2015 minutes as submitted by
staff made by Commissioner Nabi and seconded by Commissioner Cantone. Motion

carried 11-0.

[I. Chair’s Report

Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias, Chair

Chair Bombela-Tobias reported that she and Director Chambers attended an event at

Thornton Township to commemorate Hispanic Heritage month.
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V.

Staff Reports

A. N. Keith Chambers, Executive Director

Mr. Chambers also reported that there was no news on the state budget. Presently,
spending statewide is on hold.

Mr. Chambers reported that the Commission’s Request for Review initiative is going
forward.

Mr. Chambers reported LaNade Bridges is preparing material for the Commission’s
annual report.

Mr. Chambers announced that Commissioner David J. Walsh has resigned from the
Commission.

Mr. Chambers announced that he will be attending a meeting of the lllinois Association
of Human Rights in Carbondale, lllinois along with Deputy Director Bobbie Wanzo of the
lllinois Department of Human Rights.

B. Dr. Ewa I. Ewa, Chief Fiscal Officer

Dr. Ewa reported that interviews for the position of Executive Director for the Illinois
Torture Inquiry and Relief will be conducted soon.

Dr. Ewa reported that forty applications have been received for the position of HRC
Assistant General Counsel.

Dr. Ewa reported that he will be submitting a flat FY17 budget and a second FY17
budget with a 10% cut. Presently the FY16 budget has a 20% cut. Dr. Ewa further
reported that the Commission will have problems running with a 10% or 20% cut.

Dr. Ewa briefly reported on the Commission’s contribution to the State’s Enterprise
Program. The Commission is expected to contribute $20,000.00 for FY16. Dr. Ewa gave
a brief overview of Enterprise Program to the Commission.

C. Michael J. Evans, Chief Administrative Law Judge

Chief Administrative Law Evans was not present for the October 21, 2015 meeting.
Prior to the meeting, Chief Administrative Law Evans submitted his monthly report in
writing for the Commission’s review.
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VI.

D. Donyelle Gray, General Counsel

Ms. Gray reported Commissioner David J. Walsh has resigned and was appointed a
Commissioner to the Water Reclamation District.

Ms. Gray requested volunteers for Panel C due to Panel C having two vacant
Commissioner positions. Commissioners Cantone, Gash and Hartman volunteered to
sit in Panel C.

Ms. Gray announced that two Commission LGBTQ cases have been in the media spot
light, with Recommended Liability Determinations having been issued by Administrative
Law Judges in favor of the Complainants. Both cases are still pending before the
Commission on the issue of damages. Ms. Gray further advised the Commissioners that
they should refrain from making any comments on these cases because they are still
pending, and could possibly come before a panel of Commissioners for further review.

Ms. Gray reported that the lllinois Appellate Court has upheld a Commission decision In
the Matter of Agustina Sanchez v. Walmart Stores, Inc. and Shawn Johnson.

Ms. Gray reported that HRC/DHR joint administrative rules on the pregnancy
accommodation have gone before the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules
(“*JACAR”). No objections to the rules were made by JACAR. Assistant General Counsel
Mora will continue to work with the DHR to finalize the rules. Ms. Gray thanked AGC
Mora for his work spearheading this project on behalf of the HRC.

Ms. Gray provided a brief report on various outreach activities events performed by her
and the attorneys in the Office of the General Counsel, as well as upcoming activities
they would be participating in.

Ms. Gray distributed labor and employment law updates.

Ms. Gray introduced Fall Coles Fellow Brooke Sartin.

Ms. Gray reminded the Commissioners to submit current bios and photos for the
Commission’s website.

New Business

The Commission’s holiday party, scheduled to take place December 16, 2015, was
discussed. Commissioners Viverito, Gash and Yadgir volunteered to organize the event.

Old Business
None
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VIl.  Public Comment
None

VIIl. Executive Session
None
IX. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:27 a.m. Motion made by Commissioner Gash,
seconded by Commissioner Alden. Motion carried 11-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Donyelle L. Gray
General Counsel
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