
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

 
Meeting of the Commission 

September 16, 2015 
10:30 a.m. 

 
James R. Thompson Center 

Murdock Room - IDHS 
Suite 5-300 

100 West Randolph Street 
Chicago, IL 60601 

and  

Lincoln Land Training Center 
130 W. Mason Street 

Room 104 
Springfield, Illinois 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:   
Commissioners 
    In Chicago   Chair Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias 
    Duke Alden 
    Robert A. Cantone 

Hamilton Chang  
Terry Cosgrove 
Nabi Fakroddin 

    Lauren Beth Gash 
    Hermene Hartman 

Steve Kim 
    Diane M. Viverito  

Patricia Bakalis Yadgir 
    David J. Walsh 
    
      In Springfield    None 
 

           Absent     None 
 
 Staff    LaNade Bridges 
    N. Keith Chambers 

Dr. Ewa Ewa 
Michael Evans 

    Donyelle L. Gray 
Evelio Mora 
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  Christine M. Welninski 
      

Members of Public:  None 
      
NOTICE: 
  
Public and closed meetings of the Illinois Human Rights Commission are audio recorded. 
 
I. Call to Order 

On September 16, 2015 at 10:35 a.m., Chair Bombela-Tobias called to order a meeting 
of the Illinois Human Rights Commission.   
 
Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that: 
 

1) A quorum of the public body was present at the meeting.  
 

II. Consideration of Minutes 
 

August 19, 2015 
 

The Commission voted to approve the minutes of the August 19, 2015 meeting as 
submitted by staff. Motion to approve the August 19, 2015 minutes as submitted by staff 
made by Commissioner Nabi and seconded by Commissioner Cantone. Motion carried 
12-0. 
 

III. Chair’s Report 
 
Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias, Chair 
 
Chair Bombela-Tobias reported that she attended a meeting with Rocco J. Claps, 
Executive Director of the Illinois Department of Human Rights(“DHR”). The Chair 
reported that the following topics were discussed during the meeting: Increase 
cooperation between the Commission and the DHR; Work together on future press 
releases; the Commission’s Request for Review caseload; and the possibility of having 
the Commission reimbursed for Housing and Urban Development cases before the 
Commission. 
 

IV. Staff Reports 
 
A. N. Keith Chambers, Executive Director 
 
Mr. Chambers  reported that there was no news on the state budget. In a response to a 
question by Commissioner Nabi, Mr. Chambers reported that all hiring and contracts are 
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at a standstill due to the budget impasse. Mr. Chambers further reported that all 
employee payrolls have been met and that the court reporters contracted by the 
Commission have also been paid. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that General Counsel Donyelle Gray spoke at a Chicago Bar 
Association Real Estate/Condominium Association Committee.  Counsel Gray 
elaborated that she addressed the Committee on HRC cases concerning 
condominiums, and that the presentation and her attendance were well-received and 
appreciated. 
 
Continuing, Mr. Chambers reported that the union contract has been extended to the 
end of the month and there is no labor action indicated. 
 
 B. Dr. Ewa I. Ewa, Chief Fiscal Officer 
 
Dr. Ewa reported that there was nothing new to report regarding the state budget. 
  
Dr. Ewa reported that all vouchers are sitting in the Commission’s Springfield office. 
 
Dr. Ewa reported that he attended union negotiations on September 15, 2015. Dr. Ewa 
reported that union negotiations are still ongoing. 
 
Dr. Ewa reported that employee benefits will be affected by the budget impasse. 
 
Dr. Ewa announced that the position of Executive Director for the Illinois Torture Inquiry 
and Relief Commission has been posted.  
 
Dr. Ewa further announced that the position for an Assistant General Counsel for the 
Commission will be posted.  
 
C. Michael J. Evans, Chief Administrative Law Judge  
 
Chief Judge Evans gave his report for the month of August 2015.  
 
D. Donyelle Gray, General Counsel  
 
Ms. Gray reported that the Illinois Appellate Court has granted the Commission’s motion 
to publish its previously unpublished decision in The Matter of Katrina Miles v. Windsor 
Clothing Store Charge No. 08CP2590. 
 
Ms. Gray introduced the Fall Coles Fellow, Holly Sanchez-Perry.  
 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 
Human Rights Commission 
 
En Banc Minutes – September 16, 2015 
Page 4 of 4 
 
 

 

Ms. Gray distributed material from the General Counsel Section. The materials 
consisted of a guide to standards of review for cases before the Commissioners, 
employment and labor law updates, and a copy of the latest amendment to the Illinois 
Human Rights Act, which would provide pregnant women with protection against 
discrimination and retaliation. 
 
Regarding the assignment of “.gov” email addresses to the Commissioners, Ms. Gray 
advised the Commission that staff person Christine M. Welninski has prepared a tutorial 
on how to use the state email system, in particular logging on through the webmail 
portal, and that the tutorial was included in the materials.  
 

V.       New Business 
           None 
 
VI.       Old Business 
 2016 Meeting Calendar 
 The Commission voted to approve the Commission’s 2016 meeting calendar. Motion to 

approve the 2016 meeting calendar made by Commissioner Walsh and seconded by 
Commissioner Alden. Motion carried 12-0. 

 
VII. Public Comment 

None 
 

 VIII. Executive Session 
 
None 
 

 IX. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:29 a.m. Motion made by Commissioner Nabi, 
seconded by Commissioner Hartman. Motion carried 12-0. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
      Donyelle L. Gray 

General Counsel 
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