
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

 
Meeting of the Commission 

June 24, 2015 
10:30 a.m. 

 
James R. Thompson Center 

Murdock Room - IDHS 
Suite 5-300 

100 West Randolph Street 
Chicago, IL 60601 

and  

Lincoln Land Training Center 
130 W. Mason Street 

Room 104 
Springfield, Illinois 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:   
Commissioners 
    In Chicago   Chair Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias 
    Duke Alden 
    Robert A. Cantone 

Hamilton Chang 
Terry Cosgrove 
Nabi Fakroddin 

    Lauren Beth Gash 
    Hermene Hartman   

   Diane M. Viverito  
    Patricia Bakalis Yadgir 
    David J. Walsh   
    
      In Springfield     none 
   

           Absent      Steve Kim 
 
 Staff    LaNade Bridges 
    Reva Bauch 
    N. Keith Chambers 

Dr. Ewa Ewa 
Michael Evans 

    Donyelle L. Gray 
Evelio Mora 
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  Christine M. Welninski 
     

Members of Public:  Chasity Boyce 
      
NOTICE: 
  
Public and closed meetings of the Illinois Human Rights Commission are audio recorded. 
 
I. Call to Order 

On June 24, 2015 at 10:48 a.m., Chair Bombela-Tobias called to order a meeting of the 
Illinois Human Rights Commission.   
 
Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that: 
 

1) A quorum of the public body was present at the meeting.  
 

 
II. Consideration of Minutes 
 

May 20, 2015 
 

The Commission voted to approve the minutes of the May 20, 2015 meeting as 
amended. The minutes were amended to reflect that Commissioner Viverito’s phone 
connection disconnected during the New Business discussion and to add Deputy 
Administrative Law Judge Reva Bauch’s name in item C. Motion to approve the May 20, 
2015 minutes as amended made by Commissioner Nabi and seconded by 
Commissioner Chang. Motion carried 11-0. 
 
 

III. Chair’s Report 
 
Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias, Chair 
 
Chair Bombela-Tobias took a moment to reflect on the recent shooting in Charleston, 
South Carolina and the mission of the Commission. 
 
The Chair reported that a press release is being prepared concerning a Commission 
LGBT case. The Commission had ordered over $30,000 in penalties and damages from 
a Chicago-based housing company in a sexual orientation discrimination complaint 
brought by the Illinois Department of Human Rights. The press release should be 
released on today’s date.   
 
The Chair announced that she will soon be meeting with Rocco J. Claps, Executive 
Director of the Illinois Human Rights Department (“DHR”).  
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IV. Staff Reports 

 
A. N. Keith Chambers, Executive Director 
 
Mr. Chambers announced that Steve Kim has been appointed as a new Commissioner 
for the HRC.   
 
Mr. Chambers reviewed the confirmation process with the Commissioners. Mr. 
Chambers explained to the Commission that newly appointed Commissioners will have 
to appear before the General Assembly. These Commissioners were advised that 
protocol required them to give their representative in the General Assembly a call 
because their representative will introduce them on the floor of the General Assembly. 
 
Mr. Chambers acknowledged Deputy Administrative Law Judge Reva Bauch. Judge 
Bauch presided over the LGBT case that the Commission’s press release is based on. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that there was no news on the Commission’s budget. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that there is no new pending legislation concerning the 
Commission before the Illinois General Assembly. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that the yearly audit is in progress. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that he is still working on a contingency plan in case of a strike 
by state employees.  
 
Mr. Chambers discussed the gap measures for the Commission’s Request for Review 
process. A pilot program will start on August 17, 2015, focusing on getting 200 cases 
closed out within 12 months.  
 
Mr. Chambers discussed the pending budget situation in the Illinois General Assembly. 
Mr. Chambers reported that if a budget is not passed by the end of the fiscal year there 
are several scenarios that could happen. 
 
 B. Dr. Ewa I. Ewa, Chief Fiscal Officer 
Dr. Ewa reported that he had a meeting with the budget office and that he is waiting for 
information from the budget office. 
 
Dr. Ewa reported that the audit is going very well. 
 
Dr. Ewa reported that the fiscal year will end very well. Dr. Ewa also mentioned that he 
will also be reviewing more information from the budget office in case that a budget is 
not passed in Springfield. 
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C. Michael J. Evans, Chief Administrative Law Judge  
Chief Administrative Law Evans gave the report for the month of May 2015.  
 
D. Donyelle Gray, General Counsel  
Ms. Gray gave a short report which consisted of general reminders of timesheets, ethics 
training and current labor law updates. 
 
Ms. Gray announced that the General Counsel section will have a summer high school 
volunteer. 
 

V.       New Business 
Commissioner Alden began a discussion regarding instances of livery/transportation 
providers discriminating against members of the LGBT community. He indicated that 
people whom he knew personally had been subjected to such discrimination. A 
discussion ensued regarding this issue and any public outreach that could possibly be 
performed by the Commission on the issue.   
The Commission decided to discuss the matter further during the Commission’s 
outreach committee meeting. The outreach committee will meet on August 19, 2015 at 
9:30 a.m. 
Chair Bombela-Tobias will also discuss the issue with DHR Director Rocco J. Claps. 
 

VI.       Old Business 
                None 

 
 VII. Public Comment 

None 
 

 VIII. Executive Session 
 
Executive Session  
 
Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act (“OMA”), 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1), the Commissioners 
voted to close a portion of the public meeting at 11:50 a.m. pursuant to subsections 
(c)(11) and (c)(21) of the OMA. Motion made by Chair Bombela-Tobias, seconded by 
Commissioner Cosgrove. Motion carried 11-0. 
 
At 12:05 p.m., the open meeting resumed. 
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The Commission voted to approve the executive session minutes of April 22, 2015 as 
submitted by staff and to keep the April 22, 2015 executive minutes closed to the public. 
Motion to approve the executive session minutes of April 22, 2015 as submitted by staff 
made by Commissioner Nabi and seconded by Commissioner Alden. Motion carried 11-
0. 
 

 IX. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m. Motion made by Commissioner Nabi, 
seconded by Commissioner Chang. Motion carried 11-0. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
      Donyelle L. Gray 

General Counsel 
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