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MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:   
Commissioners 
    In Chicago   Chair Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias 
    Duke Alden 
    Robert A. Cantone 

Terry Cosgrove 
Nabi Fakroddin 

    Lauren Beth Gash 
    Hermene Hartman  
    Steve Kim 

   Diane M. Viverito  
    David J. Walsh (via telephone) 
    
      In Springfield    Hamilton Chang  
   

           Absent    Patricia Bakalis Yadgir 
 
 Staff    LaNade Bridges 
    Reva Bauch 
    N. Keith Chambers 

Dr. Ewa Ewa 
Michael Evans 

    Donyelle L. Gray 
Evelio Mora 

  Christine M. Welninski 
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Members of Public:  None 
      
NOTICE: 
  
Public and closed meetings of the Illinois Human Rights Commission are audio recorded. 
 
I. Call to Order 

On July 22, 2015 at 10:32 a.m., Chair Bombela-Tobias called to order a meeting of the 
Illinois Human Rights Commission.   
 
Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that: 
 

1) A quorum of the public body was present at the meeting.  
2) Prior to the meeting, Commission Yadgir gave notice and good cause to the 

General Counsel and Secretary of the Public Body, Donyelle Gray, that she 
would be absent from the meeting.  

3) Prior to the meeting, Commissioner Walsh gave notice and good cause to the 
General Counsel and Secretary of the Public Body, Donyelle Gray, that he 
would not be physically present for the meeting. Commissioner Walsh 
requested to participate via telephone.  

4) Motion to allow Commissioner Walsh to participate via telephone made by 
Commissioner Nabi, seconded by Commissioner Hartman. Motion carried 9-0. 

5) Commissioner Viverito arrived a few minutes after the roll call, but prior to 
approval of the minutes. 
 

II. Consideration of Minutes 
 

June 24, 2015 
 

The Commission voted to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2015 meeting as 
submitted by staff. Motion to approve the June 24, 2015 minutes as amended made by 
Commissioner Gash and seconded by Commissioner Cantone. Motion carried 11-0. 
 
 

III. Chair’s Report 
 
Rose Mary Bombela-Tobias, Chair 
 
Chair Bombela-Tobias reported that she working on rescheduling a meeting with Rocco 
J. Claps, Executive Director of the Illinois Human Rights Department (“DHR”). 
 
Chair Bombela-Tobias introduced newly appointed Commissioner Steve Kim. 
Commissioner Kim briefly introduced himself to the Commission. 
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Chair Bombela-Tobias reminded the Commission that the Commission’s outreach 
committee will be meeting on August 19, 2015. 
 

IV. Staff Reports 
 
A. N. Keith Chambers, Executive Director 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that there was no news on the Commission’s budget.  
 
Mr. Chambers reported that there were no changes regarding the labor action and 
those negotiations are still ongoing. Contract negotiations between the state and the 
state employee’s labor union have also been extended an additional month.  
 
Mr. Chambers reported that that the yearly audit process is proceeding and there have 
been no major findings thus far.  
 
Mr. Chambers discussed the gap measures for the Commission’s Request for Review 
process. A pilot program will start on August 17, 2015.  
 
Mr. Chambers reported that the resolutions acknowledging the former Commissioners 
have been completed and mailed. 
 
Mr. Chambers reported that he had a meeting with the new Executive Director of 
Central Management Services Tom L. Tyrrell. The meeting was held to discuss 
Commission resource needs.  
 
Mr. Chambers reported that he and General Counsel Gray had a meeting with staff of 
the Disability Rights Bureau of the Illinois Attorney General’s Office. The meeting was 
held to collaborate better on matters of civil rights and to expand networks. Ms. Gray 
gave a brief overview of the meeting to the Commission and stated she would 
coordinate with staff from the Bureau to come and talk to the Commissioners at a future 
en banc meeting.  
 
 B. Dr. Ewa I. Ewa, Chief Fiscal Officer 
 
Dr. Ewa reported gave a brief report regarding the budget, and addressed the possibility 
that no paychecks will be issued to state employees for the next pay period. Dr. Ewa 
reported that he was still waiting for instructions from the Illinois Comptroller’s office on 
the paycheck issue. 
 
C. Michael J. Evans, Chief Administrative Law Judge  
Chief Administrative Law Judge Evans reported on the Administrative Law Side case 
intake and output numbers for the month of June 2015.  
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D. Donyelle Gray, General Counsel  
Ms. Gray provided general reminders regarding regular submission of Commissioner 
timesheets, ethics training and current labor law updates. 
 
Ms. Gray encouraged the Commissioners to try using the Sharepoint site to gain access 
to meeting materials. Ms. Gray emphasized that use of Sharepoint was a more cost and 
time-efficient way to distribute meeting materials. Ms. Gray advised the Commissioners 
that Christine M. Welninski will send out instructions on how to log onto Sharepoint. 
 
Ms. Gray took time to recognize and give thanks to the Summer Coles Fellow Holly 
Pope. Ms. Pope was given a plaque in recognition for her summer internship with the 
Commission. 
 

V.       New Business 
           None 
VI.       Old Business 

                None 
 VII. Public Comment 

None 
 VIII. Executive Session 

 
None 
 

 IX. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. Motion made by Commissioner Gash, 
seconded by Commissioner Nabi. Motion carried 11-0. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
      Donyelle L. Gray 

General Counsel 
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