STATE OF ILLINOIS
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF: )
)
DIMPLES HUGHES-WILLIAMS, )
)
)
Complainant, ) CHARGE NO(S): 2006CF3132
) EEOC NO(S): 21BA61825
and ) ALS NO(S): 07-287
)
JOHN H. STROGER, JR. HOSPITAL OF )
COOK COUNTY, )
)
)
Respondent. )
NOTICE

You are hereby notified that the Illinois Human Rights Commission has not received timely
exceptions to the Recommended Order and Decision in the above named case. Accordingly,
pursuant to Section 8A-103(A) and/or 8B-103(A) of the Illinois Human Rights Act and Section
5300.910 of the Commission's Procedural Rules, that Recommended Order and Decision has now

become the Order and Decision of the Commission.

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ) Entered this 17" day of March 2009

N. KEITH CHAMBERS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



STATE OF ILLINOIS
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF : )
)
DIMPLES HUGHES-WILLIAMS, )
Complainant )
) CHARGE NOS.: 2006CF3132
and ) EEOC NO.: 21BA 61825
) ALS NO.: 07-287
JOHN H. STROGER, JR. HOSPITAL OF )
COOK COUNTY, )
Respondent )

RECOMMENDED ORDER AND DECISION

This matter comes before the Commission after the Department of Human Rights
provided information regarding the history of this matter and its current status within
the Department in order to determine if the Commission has jurisdiction over the
complaint filed by Complainant herself on April 46, 2007. The information provided by
the Department indicates that this complaint was filed long before the “window” opened
during which a complainant is permitted to file a complaint with the Commission him- or
herself. When a complaint is not timely filed, the Commission does not have jurisdiction
over the matter. Therefore, it is recommended that the compiaint (only) be dismissed at
this time and the Department be permitted to continue and complete its investigation of
the charge filed by Complainant on October 13, 20086, if it has not already done so.

This dismissal shall not be prejudicial to the filing of a complaint by the
Department if it should find substantial evidence to support that outcome, or to
Complainant filing a new compiaint directly with the Commission if the Department is
not able to complete its investigation within the 365 days (plus extensions) specified in
the Human Rights Act.

Please note, however, that if the Department later found no substantial evidence

and thereafter dismissed the charge (with or without a request for review by



Complainant), this Recommended Order does not in any way revive Complainant’s
ability to file a complaint directly with the Commission.

The lllinois Department of Human Rights is an additional statutory agency that
has iésued state actions in this matter Therefore, the Department is an additional party
of record.

Statement of the Case

Complainant filed her Charge No. 2006CF3132 against Respondent, John H.
Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County, on or about May 22, 2006. The parties agreedto a
300 day extension on January 11, 2007 and the Department sent Complainant a notice
in which it indicated that if the Department did not complete its investigation by the end
of the 300 day extension, Complainant would be able to file a complaint on her own
behalf during the period March 18, 2008 to April 16, 2008. However, Complainant filed
a complaint at the Commission on April 16, 2007, eleven months before the open“ing of
the “window” as stated in the notice from the Department. |

In lieu of an answer, Respondent filed its Motion to Dismiss on June 1, 2007. A
response was requested from the Department and it was filed on July 24, 2008.
Complainant did not respond either to the Motion to Dismiss or the Department’s
response to that Motion.

The Department’s response summarized the statutory provisions applicable to
this matter and included the relevant time line within the Department regarding
Complainant’s charge. The Human Rights Act specifies that the Department has 365
days (plus any extension agreed to by the parties) to complete its investigation. During
that time, a compiainant is not permitted to file a complaint directly with the
Commission. 775 ILCS 5/7A-102(A) and (GH{1). However, if the Department has not

either filed a complaint with the Commission or dismissed the charge for lack of



substantial evidence at or before the end of the statutory period, a complainant is
permitted to file a complaint directly with the Commission during the 30 day “window”
that opens after the 365t day. 775 ILCS 5/7A-102(G)(2).

It is recommended that the complaint filed as ALS No. 07-287 be dismissed, but
that Charge No. 2006CF3132, if it remains currently pending at the Department, remain
active pending the outcome of the process there.

Findings of Fact

1. Complainant, Dimples Hughes-Williams, filed her Charge No. 2006CF3132
with the lllinois Department of Human Rights on May 22, 2006, alleging
that Respondent, John H,  Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County
discriminated against her due to her race, Black.

2, Complainant filed a complaint directly with the Commission on April 186,
2007 even though the prospective dates for doing so provided to her by
the Department upon entry of a 300 day extension of the investigation
period were March 18, 2008 through Aprit 16, 2008. Thus, even if the
Department ultimately failed to compiete its investigation before the
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expiration of the extension, the complainant of Apiil 16, 2007 was at least
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eleven months premature.

Conclusions of Law

1. In that this complaint was not timely filed in accord with the relevant
provisions of the lliinois Human Rights Act, the Commission does not have

jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action at this time.



Recommendation

It is recommended that the Commission dismiss the complaint filed by
Complainant under ALS No. 07-287, with Charge No. 2006CF3132 to remain
active at the Department if it has not been otherwise disposed of there.

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

ENTERED: BY:
DAVID J. BREWNT ~
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
October 30, 2008 ADMINISTRATIVE LAW SECTION
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