
 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
 BETWEEN 
 THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 AND THE 
 U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 This Memorandum of Understanding between the State of Illinois (hereafter "State") and 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (hereafter "NRC") expresses the desire of the parties to 
cooperate in the regulation of nuclear activities; it sets forth mutually agreeable principles of 
cooperation between the State and NRC in areas subject to the jurisdiction of the State or the 
NRC or both.  This agreement is intended to provide the basis of subsequent detailed 
subagreements between the parties. 
 
 Close cooperation between the signatories will help assure that the goals and policies of 
State and Federal law will be carried out efficiently and expeditiously without diminishing the 
responsibilities or authorities of either party. 
 
 With the execution of the Memorandum, the State and NRC agree regularly to consult 
and cooperate in exploring and devising appropriate procedures to minimize duplication of effort 
to the extent permitted by State and Federal law, to avoid delays in decisionmaking and to ensure 
the exchange of information that is needed to make the most effective use of the resources of the 
State and NRC in order to accomplish the purpose of both parties. 
 
Principles of Cooperation 
 
 1.  The State and NRC agree to explore together the development of detailed 
subagreements in areas of mutual concern including siting of nuclear facilities1; water quality; 
confirmatory radiological and environmental monitoring around nuclear facilities; 
decommissioning of nuclear facilities; emergency preparedness planning; response to 
radiological incidents; security planning; personnel training and exchange; low-level radioactive 
waste packaging, treatment, storage and transport; transport of irradiated fuel; and radioactive 
material transportation monitoring. 
                     
    1 For the purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding, the term nuclear 

facilities is defined to include the following plants or facilities 
within Illinois to the extent that these facilities are not covered 
by a future NRC-State Agreement referenced in paragraph 4: 

 
  a.  Nuclear power, research, and test facilities, and associated 

facilities; 
  b.  Nuclear fuel reprocessing facilities; 
  c.  Uranium isotope enrichment facilities; 
  d.  Nuclear fuel fabrication plants; 
  e.  Nuclear waste treatment, storage, and disposal plants; 
  f.  Uranium milling plants and uranium mill tailings; and, 
  g.  Uranium hexafluoride conversion plants. 



 2.  Subagreements under this Memorandum may provide for activities to be performed by 
either party under mutually acceptable guidelines and criteria which assure that the needs of both 
are met.  For activities performed by one party at the request of the other party under specific 
subagreements to this Memorandum, either party may explore means by which compensation 
can be made available to the other party or by which the costs may be shared by the parties. 
 
 3.  NRC agrees to explore with the State the possibility of sharing with the State 
proprietary and other information in NRC's possession that is exempt from mandatory public 
disclosure. 
 
 4.  Nothing in this Memorandum is intended to restrict or extend the constitutional or 
statutory authority of either NRC or the State or to affect or vary the terms of a future agreement 
between the State and NRC under Section 274b of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended. 
 
 5.  The principal NRC contact under this Memorandum shall be the Director of the Office 
of State Programs.  The principal State contact shall be the Director of the Illinois Department of 
Nuclear Safety or his or her designee.  Subagreements will name appropriate individuals, 
agencies or offices as contacts. 
 
 6.  This Memorandum shall take effect upon signing by the Governor of the State of 
Illinois and the chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and may be terminated upon 
30 days written notice by either party. 
 
For the State of Illinois 
 
James R. Thompson 
 
Governor 
 
Dated at Springfield, Illinois this 27th day of April, 1984. 
 
 
For the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
 
Nunzio J. Palladino 
 
Chairman 
 
Dated at Washington, DC this 13th day of April, 1984. 


