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The Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) is launching a groundbreaking program that aims 
to help offenders keep from returning to prison after they’re released. 

And Kewanee will be one of the two sites for the program. 

For months, since the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice abandoned the Illinois Youth 
Center-Kewanee on Kentville Road, Kewaneeans have wondered will be become of the 15-year-
old facility. 

The answer came Wednesday in an announcement from IDOC Director John R. Baldwin. 

“We are very pleased that we are going to be creating Illinois’ first Life Skills Re-Entry Center at 
the campus in Kewanee,” Baldwin told the Star Courier. 

The program, and a similar women’s program at the Logan Correctional Center in Lincoln, will 
seek to reduce the number of inmates who return to prison after they’re released, often because 
they lack the education and job skills they need to make it in the outside world. 

“We have a very high recidivism rate,” Baldwin said. In fact, he said, Illinois ranks among the 
bottom five states in the nation in that category. 

“That’s just wrong,” he said. “We have to do better.” 

IDOC will meet today in Chicago with lawyers, corrections officers, university professors and 
other experts in the corrections field to gather their input on the re-entry center idea. 

Baldwin said IDOC is making a “five- to eight-year commitment” to the program. 

“We hope to really reduce the recidivism rate in Illinois, and just keep people safer,” he said. 

Baldwin said the Kewanee facility is “a perfect campus for this type of treatment program.” 
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He said the re-entry program will have three missions: Education, job skills training and 
treatment. 

IDOC and Black Hawk College officials have been negotiating for a couple of months on getting 
the college involved in the re-entry program, said Dr. Betsey Morthland, executive dean of the 
college’s East Campus. 

“The East Campus is uniquely positioned to offer the coursework that they’re looking for,” Dr. 
Morthland said. Specifically, she said, IDOC wants general education and career training 
courses. 

“This program could be a great boon for this campus,” Morthland said. She said she hopes an 
agreement between the college and IDOC can be worked out before the end of the year. 

Offenders in Illinois prisons are being given the opportunity to apply for the re-entry program, 
Baldwin said, IDOC has received more than 1,000 applications. 

Offenders selected for the program won’t necessarily be nearing the end of their sentences, he 
said. They’ll be in the program for 18 to 36 months. 

Some offenders with longer sentences than that will probably be accepted, Baldwin said. They 
will then be able to return to their facility and train their fellow offenders in the skills they 
learned in Kewanee. 

He said from 30 to 60 offenders should be arriving at the Kewanee facility over the next couple 
of months. The Kewanee facility was designed to house just over 300 youths in single rooms. 
Baldwin said the rooms will be double-bunked, doubling the capacity. And he said he expects 
that over the next few years, there will be 300 to 600 offenders in the program. 

Some 200 people worked at the Kewanee facility under the Department of Juvenile Justice, and 
Baldwin said there will be at least that many staff positions at the new facility, and he expects 
that workforce to be expanded in the years to come. 

IDOC also hopes to work with major employers, such as Caterpillar and Deere, to find 
employment opportunities for offenders after they’re released. 
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