
Illinois River Correctional Center Sustainability  

Since 2008, Illinois River Correctional Center (IRCC) has been active in reducing 
energy costs, waste and the facility's impact on the local community.  The following is a 
list of steps the facility has taken to move in the direction of environmental sustainability. 

Recycling 

IRCC has bailed cardboard and plastic since 2008.  
The bailer was provided by Midwest Fiber until the 
facility recovered the cost of the bailer; the bailer is 
now owned by Illinois Correctional Industries (ICI).  
IRCC is now recycling one semi-trailer full per week 
of both plastic and cardboard.  IRCC has recycle 
barrels located in all areas of the facility.  An 
offender is assigned to pick up the plastic and 
cardboard twice daily, seven days per week.  
Additionally, all light bulbs and ballast are collected 
and picked up by a State vendor to be recycled; all 
used motor oil is collected and picked up by a 
vendor for recycling as well.  All used grease and 
cooking oil is picked up by a vendor twice a month 
with transport containers provided by them to 
recycle the liquids. 

ICI vocational instructors continue to oversee the recycling process with the loading and 
unloading of recycling trailers and the preparing of plastics and cardboard for shipment.  
The Recycling Program is a cost-saving measure that keeps many items from being 
disposed through waste management and helps bring in funds for the Illinois 
Department of Corrections.  The ICI Bakery uses Midwest Fiber for paper, plastics, tin, 
broken wood pallets, milk crates and bread racks and Hitchcock Scrapyard for metal 
recycling needs.   

IRCC currently receives cardboard, barrels, barrels with tin can lids and tin cans from 
Hill Correctional Center via the Hill ICI’s recycle trailer that they drop off and retrieve 
when empty.  IRCC also recycles these same items from its facility as well as fry oil, 
loose papers, books and other items, which are applicable for recycling.   

Gardening 

The current garden size is 60 ft. x 108 ft., which provides various forms of produce.   
The water system consists of a 3,000 gallon tank, which is filled by rain water and 
located adjacent to the garden.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IRCC has two greenhouses that produce flowers 
for the Governor's Mansion as well as IRCC 
grounds.  The facility has created a compost pile 
to be used to fertilize the garden.  Dietary meal 
preparation scraps and yard waste will be placed 
in the compost pile to produce natural fertilizer 
for the facility's plants and trees. 

Compost bins made from recycled pallets at Illinois River 
Correctional Center 

 

Cost Savings 

In 2004, IRCC changed all of the flush valves on facility toilets from 4.5 gallon flush to 
3.5 gallon flush, thus saving 1 million gallons of water a year.   

IRCC has worked to reduce energy cost by doing upgrades to the building's automation 
system, thus controlling the heating and cooling system more efficiently and reducing 
energy cost.  IRCC worked with a local electricity provider to supply the facility with 200 
LED exit lights, which use 1/3 less electricity.  IRCC has fine-tuned the boilers to help 
reduce natural gas cost.  

Community Partnerships 

In the 1930s, a blight virtually wiped out the population of chestnut trees in Illinois.  The 
trees were once an important feature at parks across the state.  The durable wood was 
used for fences and benches in parks that survive to this day.  Unfortunately, the 
remnants of chestnut wood are all that remain of chestnut trees in our state parks. 



In early 2012, Tom Hintz of the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources decided to change that fact.  
As site superintendent for Jubilee State Park and 
Rock Island Trail, he delivered 489 chestnut 
acorns to Lake Land College's Horticulture Class 
at IRCC. Instructor Vickie Herman researched the 
American Chestnut (castanea dentata) and 
devised a plan for her students to produce 
seedlings from Hintz's acorns.  Herman's students 
had a 70 percent success rate. On April 12, 2012, 
Hintz picked up more than 400 seedlings from 
Lake Land College.  The small seedlings were reintroduced to Jubilee State Park during 
the 2012 Earth Day celebrations.  Grade school students from the Kickapoo area had 
the honor of planting the first American Chestnut trees in an Illinois park after a 
generation of their absence. 

The partnership is planning to produce more tree seedlings in the future to reintroduce 
chestnut trees throughout Illinois in parks, along highways and at rest stops. 

 

http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/PARKS/R1/JUBILEE.HTM
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