
Fox Valley Adult Transition Center Sustainability 
Fox Valley Adult Transition Center is housed in a leased four-story building.  At the main 
entrance, visitors are greeted by a small garden filled with a variety of plants, including 
perennials, vines, hostas and shrubs.  Residents take pride in nurturing and maintaining 
the garden, which serves as a relaxation area and allows residents to practice 
landscaping vocational skills.   

Since launching the sustainability movement within the department, the center’s Go 
Green Committee continues to make strides to achieve sustainability.  A successful 
recycling program is in place.  The program consists of recycling aluminum, cardboard, 
paper, plastic, magazines, newspaper, metal cans, bottle caps, light bulbs printer 
cartridges and batteries.  Items are collected and taken to a local recycling center.  The 
building-wide Recycling Program saves the State of Illinois more than 12 percent of the 
waste disposal budget at the center.  

The center’s windows and screens have been replaced to conserve both heat and 
electricity.  All standard lights have changed to lower wattage fluorescent bulbs, which 
has resulted in a marked decrease in electric expenses.  Toilet flush valves on facility 
toilets were changed to save water usage. A concerted effort is made to use green 
friendly cleaning products sold through Illinois Correctional Industries.  In the next year, 
the facility will replace washers and dryers with high efficiency models that have both 
reduced water usage and energy consumption and require less maintenance.  

The center is in the process of launching a Virtual Communication Board to decrease 
the amount of printed memo distribution.  The Virtual Communication Board will display 
a variety of information, including staff appointments and changes, upcoming activities 
and events, operational changes, staff recognition and accomplishments, and other 
general announcements.  The Virtual Communication Board will be located on a 
common computer drive where all staff can easily view it. 

The center continues to learn and attempt to achieve greater sustainability. Because 
green space is limited, the Go Green Committee is dedicated to find creative ways to 
conserve energy, reduce waste and incorporate green practices in day-to-day 
operations.  Staff and residents will continue to strive to identify sustainable efforts, 
which will result in decreased expenditures and reduction in the center’s ecological 
footprint.  

 


