
Big Muddy River Correctional Center Sustainability 

Reducing recidivism is a large part of Big Muddy River Correctional Center’s way of 
limiting its environmental footprint.  The facility awards offenders Earned Good Conduct 
Credit (EGCC) for participation in vocational and college classes and programs.  Last 
year, Big Muddy River Correctional Center awarded approximately 14,200 days of 
EGCC, which resulted in millions of dollars in savings for the State of Illinois.  

An electric car was put in use for outside perimeters at the center in May 2014.  The 
facility has recovered a savings of approximately $3,075 in gas charges for a two-year 
time frame by saving 1,230 gallons of gasoline for a total of 9,843 miles.   

The electric car is 100 percent eco-friendly; it runs on electrically powered engines and 
clean energy sources, thus not emitting toxic gases or smoke into the environment.  The 
car is safe to drive and low maintenance.  The center can report a positive savings of 
thousands of dollars in a year just by using one electric car.  The environmental impact 
of an electric car is zero; the center is reducing the carbon footprint and being a positive 
effect on the economy. 

The center purchased a baler for scrap 
card board and cans in April 2014 at a 
cost of $18,095.  Currently, the center 
has hauled 15 semi-truck loads of 
material to be recycled to Menard 
Correctional Center.  Initially, the center 
had three “pulls” of trash for the facility 
per week and now is only pulling trash 
once per week for a calculated cost 
savings of about $10,880.  The center 
also works with two different companies 
recycling kitchen grease. 

High efficiency washer and dryer sets 
were put into place in July 2011.  The 
center’s 35 sets reduce water sewer 
usage by about 40 percent.  The high 
efficiency washers also save energy with 
their efficient motors, which reduce hot 
water usage and moisture content of 
clean clothes and require less drying 
time.  The center has seen a substantial 
savings since the inception of the high 
efficiency washer and dryer sets were 
put into use.   

 



The center’s 
college 
Construction Class 
puts used pallets to 
good work by 
recycling them into 
wall art, patio 
furniture and dog 
houses that are 
donated to a puppy 
shelter in Mt. 
Vernon. 

Big Muddy River Correctional Center also plants a garden 
each summer.  The “fruits of the labor” of the garden are 
used by Dietary for staff and offender dining.  Extra food is 
donated to local food banks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


