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CHAPTER 1: ABOUT THE TEST OF ENGLISH PROFICIENCY 
1.1 BACKGROUND 
The written portion of the certification process was developed to evaluate an applicant’s English 
skills. It was written by a multidisciplinary team that included language specialists to assess a 
person’s knowledge of English. 

The Test Development Team  

• reviews and updates the content and skills specifications that serve as a blueprint for new 
editions of the test; 

• writes test questions;  

• evaluates each question for accuracy and appropriateness, suggesting revisions as 
necessary; and 

• reviews each new edition of the test (once at the draft stage and again just before printing) to 
ensure that it meets the specifications and contains an appropriate balance of topics and 
skills. 

1.1.1 RELIABILITY 
Reliability is the extent to which the same test is consistent over different administrations. 
Theoretically, reliability ranges from .0 (no consistency) to 1.00, (perfect consistency) over time. All 
language tests undergo extensive piloting and post-testing statistical procedures to ensure that the 
population tested is fairly evaluated. 

1.1.2 VALIDITY 
The validity of a testing instrument is established when the content of the test reflects the particular 
skills that one is attempting to measure. The content validity of the written Test of English Proficiency 
was assured by the Test Development Team, which is composed of practicing language and testing 
specialists. The written Test of English Proficiency assesses a person’s knowledge of the formal 
registers of English and English language proficiency at the level of a high-school graduate. This was 
indicated as appropriate by studies of the type of language required in various interpreter settings. 

1.1.3 PILOT TEST 
To determine the reliability and validity of test items, a lengthy version of the written test was piloted 
to a small population. The data collected from the administration of the pilot test was subjected to a 
commonly used item-analysis procedure. The final version of the written test was then produced 
based on the statistical analysis of the pilot data. 
  



1.2 APPLYING & SCHEDULING FOR THE TEST OF ENGLISH PROFICIENCY (TEP) 

All applicants must pass the written TEP to be eligible to apply for a performance test. 

To apply for the TEP, you (the applicant) must 

• complete IDHHC’s Test of English Proficiency  (TEP) Application; 
 
All tests will be administered at  

IDHHC 
528 South 5th Street, Suite 209 
Springfield, Illinois  62701 

 
Please submit the application along with the required fee to IDHHC. We will then contact you via 
email to schedule your testing appointment. 
 

o Call   
o Voice:  (217) 557-4495 or (877) 455-3323; or 
o Video Phone:  (866) 932-3630 or (217) 303-8010; or 
o TTY:  (888) 261-2698 

o contact the IDHHC office through email at dhh.interpreter@illinois.gov. 
 

 
• Payment can be made by 

o Mailing a check or money order to:  
IDHHC 
528 South 5th Street, Suite 209 
Springfield, Illinois  62701 

o Electronic Payment through E-Pay at 
https://www.illinoisepay.com/epay/GetSite?cmd=get&siteId=651 
 

• If payment is paid using E-Pay, applicants must still send the TEP Registration form by 
mail.   

 

When IDHHC receives the application and fee, a IDHHC staff member may obtain a criminal 
conviction records check.  

If the criminal conviction records reveal that you have a criminal conviction, the application (for 
renewal or certification) process is suspended pending additional information from you regarding 
the criminal conviction. The IDHHC staff requests in writing that applicants (or certificate holders) 
with criminal convictions provide additional written documentation regarding each criminal 
conviction, along with a detailed explanation of the circumstances of the underlying criminal acts. 
Your failure to respond in writing within 30 days of IDHHC’s request for information results in 
forfeiture of the application and fee.  

 

http://www.dars.state.tx.us/dhhs/forms/dars3908.dot
mailto:dhh.interpreter@illinois.gov
https://www.illinoisepay.com/epay/GetSite?cmd=get&siteId=651


 

1.3 FORFEITURE OF FEES 
The fee is subject to forfeiture if the applicant does not take the TEP at the scheduled appointment 
time.  If an applicant cancels a confirmed appointment, he or she must immediately contact 
IDHHC.  You may reschedule a test appointment without an additional fee when you provide proof 
of one of the following: 

• illness of yourself or an immediate family member, 

• death of an immediate family member, 

• inclement weather conditions, or 

• reasons beyond the applicant’s control that made attendance impossible.  

IDHHC will make the final decision if an additional fee is to be charged.  A $20 fee is charged to 
reschedule a confirmed testing appointment. 

1.4 TAKING THE TEP 
The following information is provided to give you an idea of what to expect when taking the TEP. On 
the day before the test, it might be helpful for you to 

• review Chapter 2: Overview of TEP Sections in this study guide. A review of the information, 
especially the sample questions, can make you feel more comfortable and better prepared;  

• gather the materials you need to take to the testing center and put them in a convenient 
location. You will need 

1. your confirmation letter,  
2. two #2 pencils,  
3. a photo ID (you will not be allowed to take the test without it), and 
4. directions to the testing site (if necessary); 

• get a good night’s sleep before the test. Lack of sleep may make you unable to do your best 
work during the test; and 

• make sure that you know where the testing site is located. If you are from out of town, visit the 
testing site the day before so that you can plan enough time to arrive no earlier than 20 
minutes before your test appointment time. 

  



1.5 PROCEDURE FOR THE DAY OF THE TEST 
On the day of the test, the following procedures apply. 

• Arrive at least 30 minutes before the test appointment time and sign in with IDHHC staff.  

• Bring proper photo identification with you. Preferred types of identification include a valid 
driver’s license, student photo ID, employee photo ID card, or current passport. You will not 
be allowed to test without proper identification.  

• Bring your confirmation letter with you to the testing site.  

• Set all electronic communication devices to the off position.  

• Smoking, eating, and drinking are not permitted in the testing room.  

• Visitors are not permitted, although observers authorized by IDHHC may be present.  

• The time allowed to complete the written Test of English Proficiency is 1 hour and 15 
minutes. This time allowance is specifically for taking the TEP and not for filling out 
paperwork or reading the initial instructions. You may bring a watch (without an alarm) to the 
testing site to pace yourself during the test.  

• The testing proctor will  

o verify your identification;  
o provide general instructions; 
o allow you a few minutes to read and fill out the answer sheet with your name; 
o tell you when to start and when to stop working on the TEP; and  
o require you to read and sign a Commitment to Confidentiality, which prohibits you 

from discussing or divulging the contents of the TEP.  

• Observe all testing procedures. The testing procedures ensures that each person has 
equal testing time and that the operation of the testing site meets the criteria for 
standardized testing. The success of the test administration depends on your cooperation 
with these procedures. Do not read or work on the test during a time not authorized by the 
proctor. The proctor must observe you throughout the test. 

• You may not be excused from the testing room during the test. A visit to the restroom before 
your test appointment is recommended. The test must be taken in one continuous sitting.  

• You may not give or receive help, or bring books, papers, or aids of any kind.  

• You may write on the test booklet and take the test in any order.  

  



• If the answers are recorded on the test booklet, please transfer your answers to the answer 
sheet before the time allowed expires. You will not be allowed additional time to transfer and 
all questions unanswered will be counted wrong.    

• At the conclusion of the test session, you will be required to return the test booklet and 
answer sheet to the proctor. Do not remove test materials or notes from the testing room.  

Your commitment to confidentiality includes topics, subject matter, or specific vocabulary on the TEP. 
Breach of confidentiality, cheating, and compromising the integrity of the BEI tests are grounds for 
denying an application or suspending or revoking an interpreter’s certificate. IDHHC will investigate 
anyone alleged to have gained unauthorized access to confidential testing materials and will seek to 
recover the costs necessary to redevelop new testing materials. 

1.6 NOTIFICATION OF TEP RESULTS 

After the TEP is administered, the proctor collects all materials.  After the TEP is scored, IDHHC 
will send applicants a notification letter. The process may take up to 30 days to complete. 

You must answer 55 questions correctly to receive a passing score and become a candidate who 
is eligible to apply for a performance test. Applicants who do not receive a passing score may 
resubmit an application and fee six months after the failed attempt. 

You may express any questions or concerns to the IDHHC at dhh.interpreter@illinois.gov.   
 

mailto:dhh.interpreter@illinois.gov


CHAPTER 2: OVERVIEW OF TEP SECTIONS 
The Test of English Proficiency is made up of five parts. 

• Part I – Reading Comprehension, 
• Part II – Synonyms, 
• Part III – Grammar and Usage, 
• Part IV– Sentence Completion, and 
• Part V – Antonyms. 

There are 16 items in each of the five parts with a total of 80 items on the test. Questions are 
multiple-choice and offer four choices, of which only one is correct. You mark the chosen 
answer on the provided answer sheet.  

2.1 PART I READING COMPREHENSION 
The reading comprehension questions assess your ability to read keenly and to analyze a 
written passage from a variety of perspectives. It tests your understanding of the material 
and your understanding of underlying assumptions and implications. The length of the 
written passage enables you to examine a variety of relationships within the passage. You 
may be asked to identify the function of a single word as it relates to the passage more 
broadly, the relationships of ideas within the whole passage, and the author’s relation to both 
the topic and the audience. 

Reading comprehension questions are of several kinds and include questions on 
• the passage’s main idea or topic,  
• explicit information,  
• possible implications,  
• applications of ideas to situations beyond the author’s reasoning and rhetoric, and  
• the tone of the passage.  

Question types include main idea, detail, and vocabulary in context and use true-false and 
agree-disagree formats, among others.  

The following are examples of typical question formats: 

• According to the passage, which of these statements is false?  
• According to the passage, which of these statements is true?  
• The author of the text implies that . . .  

2.1.1 HELPFUL STRATEGIES 
• If you encounter material that seems overly technical or field-specific, do not assume 

it is beyond your ability. The reading passages are drawn from a variety of sources 
and disciplines, and the questions are based on the information in the passage and 
not on any prior knowledge. If a passage or question is difficult or unfamiliar, you may 
wish to skip over that question or passage and return to it later.  



• Practice a variety of strategies. You may wish to skim a passage and its questions 
first and then reread it more carefully or, read a passage very carefully and then 
answer its questions, or read the question carefully before reading the passage. 
Different questions call for different approaches. 

• Watch for clues that point to the author’s assumptions or a passage’s implications. 
Separate main ideas from supporting ones. Separate the author’s perspective from 
the information presented. Note the nature of the transitions between ideas. Consider 
the author’s points and conclusions and how each is made or drawn. 

• Carefully consider key elements such as main ideas, arguments, and transitions that 
allow you to follow the logical flow of a passage. 

• Read each question carefully to understand exactly what the question is asking. 

• Always read all the choices before making your selection. 

• Do not choose an answer simply because it presents a true statement. Do not choose 
answers that are partially true or that only partially satisfy the question. The best 
answer is the one that most accurately and completely answers the question. 

2.2 PART II SYNONYMS 
Synonym questions test your knowledge of vocabulary. While these questions require 
knowledge of a word, you may also be asked to identify distinctions among answer choices. 
Synonym questions are generally confined to nouns, verbs, and adjectives with answers 
consisting of a single word. What is important to remember is that the synonym questions 
ask you to find the answer choice that is closest in meaning to the original word. 

2.2.1 HELPFUL STRATEGIES 
The following are strategies for answering synonym questions. 

• Sometimes more than one answer may seem appropriate. In these cases, consider 
the shades of meaning and choose the one that best matches the meaning and tone 
of the given word. 

• Remember that a particular word may have multiple meanings. If you are unable to 
find an answer choice, examine all the possible answers for second meanings. 

• Use what you know of roots, prefixes, and suffixes to aid you in deciphering unfamiliar 
words. 

• Some people find it useful to write a guess for the simplest meaning (for example, 
“bad” or “good”) of a word before looking at the answer choices. Then you can 
quickly eliminate answer choices that do not fit the broad category. 

  



2.3 PART III GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
The grammar and usage questions test your familiarity with idiomatic expressions and 
syntactic and grammatical properties of the language. One half of these items focus on 
idiomatic expressions (Section 1), and the other half on syntactic and grammatical properties 
of English (Section 2).  

2.3.1 HELPFUL STRATEGIES 
Strategies in choosing the best equivalent for an idiomatic expression are as follows: 

• Read the entire sentence carefully before reviewing the possible answers. 

• Study the context of the idiomatic expression in the sentence. 

• Examine the expression for meaning beyond the literal one. 

Strategies in choosing the most appropriate example of written English are as follows: 

• Read through all the choices, and then decide what the usage issue being tested 
might be. 

• Then, reread the sentences while looking for the correct rendition. 

2.4 PART IV SENTENCE COMPLETION 
Sentence completion questions measure your ability to recognize words or phrases that 
best complete the meaning of a partial sentence. You must weigh each choice according to 
how the sentence would best read as an integrated whole taking account of both logic and 
style. Sentence completion questions provide a sentence stem that the correct answer will 
combine with to create the best sentence.  

2.4.1 HELPFUL STRATEGIES 
Strategies helpful in sentence completion are as follows: 

• Read the entire sentence carefully before reviewing the possible answers. Examine 
the sentence for meaning beyond the literal one including irony and humor. 

• You may wish to think of a word that best completes the sentence, even before 
reviewing the answer choices. Then you can compare the possible answers to your 
best guess for similarity. 

• Do not overlook grammatical clues given. Words such as “but” and “also” indicate the 
logic of the sentence that follows. 

• Consider style and word choice. 

• When a sentence has two blanks, make sure that both parts of your answer fit 
together to contribute to logic and style. 

  



2.5 PART V ANTONYMS 
Antonym questions test direct knowledge of word meaning. In addition, antonym questions 
assess your ability to reason from a given notion to its opposite meaning. Like synonym 
questions, antonym questions frequently ask about fine distinctions between possible 
answers. Generally, antonyms appear as nouns, verbs, or adjectives with answers 
consisting of single words. Remember that antonym questions require you to determine the 
answer choice most nearly opposite in meaning to the word in the question. 

2.5.1 HELPFUL STRATEGIES 
The following strategies may aid in answering antonym questions. 

• Remember that you are seeking the word most nearly opposite in meaning to the 
given one. 

• Sometimes more than one of the answers may seem to be appropriate. In such 
cases, examine the possibilities carefully for finer distinctions. 

• Remember that many words have multiple meanings. If you cannot easily discover a 
word opposite to the given one, look at the possible answers for alternate meanings. 

• As with synonyms, use what you know of roots, prefixes, and suffixes to aid you in 
determining meanings. 

2.6 SAMPLE TEST OF ENGLISH PROFICIENCY 

PART I – READING COMPREHENSION 
Directions: In this part, you will read several passages. Each passage is followed by 
questions or incomplete statements and four answer choices – A, B, C, and D. Choose the 
best answer to each numbered question or statement. Then, on your answer sheet, find 
the item number and darken the circle that corresponds to the answer you have chosen. 

Example: The author’s overall purpose in this passage is 
A. to inform consumers of how a new product becomes available. 
B. to analyze the marketing and distribution of merchandise. 
C. to give an idea about how advertising slogans are created. 
D. to describe the shipping and receiving functions of retail stores. 

 
  A B C D 
      Assume that the correct answer is B. 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

  



READING PASSAGE I:  SAPPHIRA AND THE SLAVE GIRL 
Sapphira and the Slave Girl was the last novel of Willa Cather’s illustrious literary career. Begun in 
the late summer of 1937 and finally completed in 1941, it is often regarded by critics as one of her 
more personal works. Although the story takes place in 1856, well before her own birth, she drew 
heavily on both vivid childhood memories and tales handed down by older relatives to describe life 
in rural northern Virginia in the middle of the 19th century. She even went on an extended journey 
to the area to give the story a further ring of authenticity. 
 
Of all of Cather’s many novels, Sapphira and the Slave Girl is the one most concerned with 
providing an overall picture of day-to-day life in a specific era. A number of the novel’s characters, 
it would seem, are all included in the story only because they are representative of the types of 
people to be found in 19th century rural Virginia; indeed, a few of them play no part whatsoever in 
the unfolding of the plot. For instance, we are introduced to a poor white woman, Mandy Ringer, 
who is portrayed as intelligent and content, despite the fact that she has no formal education and 
must toil constantly in the fields. And we meet Dr. Clevenger, a country doctor who, with his 
patrician manners, evokes a strong image of pre-Civil War South. 
 
The title, however, accurately suggests that the novel is mainly about slavery. Cather’s attitude 
toward this institution may best be summed up as somewhat ambiguous. On one hand, she 
displays almost total indifference to the legal and political aspects of slavery when she 
misidentifies certain crucial dates in its growth and development. Nor does she ever really offer a 
direct condemnation of slavery. Yet, on the other hand, the evil that was slavery gets through to us, 
albeit in typically subtle ways. Those characters, like Mrs. Blake, who oppose the institution, are 
portrayed in a sympathetic light. Furthermore, the suffering of the slaves themselves and the petty, 
nasty, often cruel, behavior of the slave owners are painted in stark terms.  

Although Sapphira and the Slave Girl was certainly not meant to be a political tract, the novel is 
sometimes considered to be a denunciation of bygone days. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. In spite of her willingness to acknowledge that particular aspects of the past were far from 
ideal, Willa Cather was, if anything, a bit of a romantic. Especially in the final years of her life, an 
increasing note of anger about the emptiness of the present crept into her writings. Earlier 
generations, she concluded, had been the real heroes, the real creators of all that was good in 
America. 

* *  *  *  * 

1. The word extended in paragraph 1 mostly means 
 

A. enlarged 
B. increased 
C. postponed 
D. prolonged 

 
2. In the second paragraph, the author mentions Mindy Ringer and Dr. Clevenger in order to 

emphasize which point about Sapphira and the Slave Girl? 
 
A. A number of the characters in the novel are based on people Cather knew in her childhood 
B. The novel displays Cather’s mixed feelings about slavery 
C. Cather took four years to complete the novel because she carefully researched her 

characters 
D. One of Cather’s purposes in writing the novel was to paint a full portrait of life in rural 

Virginia in the years before the Civil War 



3. According to the author, why is Willa Cather’s attitude towards slavery “somewhat 
ambiguous” (paragraph 3)? 

 
A. She was ignorant of the legal and political aspects of slavery even though she was a keen 

observer of history 
B. She did not denounce slavery directly but criticized it in more roundabout ways 
C. She sympathized equally with both slaves and slave owners 
D. She was an enemy of slavery but refrained from getting involved in political issues 
 

4. In context, “a bit of a romantic” (paragraph 4) suggests that Willa Cather 
 
A. condemned the evils of slavery 
B. favored the past over the present 
C. disliked writing about life in the 1930’s 
D. denounced certain aspects of 19th century life 

Kaplan SAR 5th Edition Verbal Handbook 
Simon and Schuster, 2004 

READING PASSAGE II:  PLUTO AND CHARON 
From the surface of the planet Pluto, we would look up at Charon in the sky, 20 times closer to 
Pluto than our moon is to Earth. It is an impressive sight. Charon may rank twelfth in size among 
moons in the solar system, but it is so close to Pluto – only 11,650 miles (18,800 kilometers) above 
Pluto’s equator – that it appears larger than any other moon appears from the surface of its planet. 
Charon covers almost 4 degrees in Pluto’s sky – eight times as wide as our Moon appears from 
Earth. On our planet, you can hold a pea out at arm’s length and completely eclipse our Moon. On 
Pluto, to block Charon from view, you would need a billiard ball. 

It was no surprise that Charon rotates in the same period of time as it revolves so that it always 
presents the same hemisphere to Pluto. All the inner satellites and all the major satellites in the 
solar system have synchronous rotation and revolution because they are tidally coupled to their 
planets. A planet’s gravity creates a slight tidal bulge in its moon and pulls on that bulge so that the 
moons cannot turn it away from the planet.   One side of the satellite always faces the planet and 
the other side always faces away while the planet rotates rapidly, so that the moon rises and sets 
for all parts of the planet. 

But Pluto furnished a surprise. Pluto and Charon are so close to twins in size and so close together 
that Charon’s gravity induces a bulge in Pluto. The bulge is great enough that Pluto is tidally 
coupled to Charon just as Charon is tidally coupled to Pluto. Thus, Pluto always shows the same 
face to Charon just as Charon always shows the same face to Pluto.  It is the only example of 
mutual tidal coupling in the solar system. The result is that for an astronaut standing on Pluto, 
Charon is either always visible or never visible. 
 
The shadows we see on Charon reveal an uneven, cratered landscape. Like Pluto, Charon is light 
gray, although somewhat darker and more even in color than Pluto, as was known from 
measurements made from Earth using the Pluto-Charon eclipses. The very slightly reddish brown 
hue of Pluto is missing from Charon – or at least from Charon’s Pluto facing side, that is the only 
side we get to see from the surface of Pluto. Missing too from Charon is the methane forest which 
partially covers Pluto. With Charon’s smaller mass and therefore weaker gravity, whatever 
methane ice there was at the surface has evaporated.  Perhaps this in part explains why Charon is 
less reflective. The escaping methane has exposed frozen water to view. 



On Earth, we are used to the rising and setting of the Sun, Moon, and stars as our planet turns. On 
Pluto, the Sun rises and sets, if somewhat slowly, but Charon stays fixed in the sky.  It never rises 
or sets, thanks to tidal coupling. As Charon revolves once around Pluto in 6.4 days, Pluto spins 
once around on its axis in that same period of time. The result is that Charon hangs almost 
stationary in the sky while the Sun and the stars glide slowly past in the background. Because 
Charon is so large in the sky, stars are frequently blocked from view.  These stellar occultations 
are the only eclipses visible during the 120 year gap between seasons of solar and lunar eclipses. 

From the vantage point of Earth, Pluto and Charon pass in front of and behind one another very 
rarely. The earth experiences solar and lunar eclipses at least four times and sometimes as many 
as seven times a year.  Because of Pluto’s axial tilt and Charon’s position over Pluto’s equator, the 
pair go for almost 120 years without their shadows ever falling upon one another. Then, in a period 
of roughly six years long, Charon’s orbit is nearly edge on to Earth and every 6.39 day orbit 
Charon makes carriers it across the face of Pluto and then around behind Pluto. The result is an 
eclipse frenzy. Serendipitously, that eclipse season began in 1985, soon after Charon was 
discovered. 

During an eclipse of the Sun on Pluto, Charon would look like a giant dark hole in the sky, marked 
only by the absence of stars. It would be dark but not black because it would be illuminated by 
reflected light from Pluto. The corona – the outer atmosphere of the Sun, which makes solar 
eclipses seen from Earth so beautiful – would be visible only just after the Sun vanished and just 
before it reappeared. At mid-eclipse, the disk of Charon covers the entire orbit of the Earth. The 
corona is far too faint at that distance from the Sun to peer around the edges of Charon. 

*  *  *  *  * 
 

5. The passage asserts that Charon’s relationship with Pluto is unique in our solar system in 
regard to 

 
A. frequency of eclipses 
B. mutual tidal coupling 
C. synchronous rotation 
D. axial tilt 

 
6. The main point of the first paragraph is that 

 
A. Charon is more similar to Earth’s moon than you might expect 
B. Charon is surprisingly similar to Pluto 
C. Charon’s closeness to Pluto makes it appear huge from the surface of its planet 
D. In terms of size, the earth is to Pluto as a billiard ball is to a pea 
 

7. The passage asserts that one feature of Pluto that is lacking on Charon is  
 

A. escaping methane 
B. noticeable gravity 
C. a cratered landscape 
D. methane forest 

  



8. The passage suggests that the discovery of Charon was made even more interesting for 
scientists because that discovery coincided with  

 
A. the discovery of the synchronous rotation of satellites 
B. a large number of eclipses occurring on Pluto 
C. the realization that our Moon is identical to Charon 
D. a demonstration of tidal coupling by Earth and its Moon 

 
Planets Beyond: Discovering the Outer Solar System 

John Wiley & Sons, 1990 
www.actstudent.org 

PART II – SYNONYMS 
Directions: In this part, you will read several sentences. Each one contains an underlined 
word or phrase and is followed by four answer choices – A, B, C, and D. Choose the 
lettered option that is most similar to the underlined word or phrase. Then, on your answer 
sheet, find the item number and darken the circle that corresponds to the answer you have 
chosen. 
Example: The experimental music had a shrill sound.  
 

A. piercing 
B. prevailing 
C. fluttering 
D. relaxing 
 
 
A B C D 
     Correct Answer: A 

 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 

9. Ernesto, the most pompous senior in the entire school, struts around the halls like he’s 
royalty. 

 
A. modest 
B. conceited 
C. humble 
D. unassuming 

 
 
10. It has been promulgated that AIDS patients should be quarantined. 

 
A. proclaimed 
B. required 
C. voted 
D. necessary 

 
 



11. For three years, the castaway survived on paltry amounts of fish, coconut, and bamboo. 
 
A. ample 
B. meager 
C. considerable 
D. substantial 

 
 

12. Mice have a keen sense of smell and quickly discern approaching danger. 
 
A. detect 
B. flee 
C. guard against 
D. avert 

 
 
13. The government agent trained for years before he began his clandestine activities 

overseas. 
 
A. conspicuous 
B. aboveboard 
C. covert 
D. forthright 

 
14. To accede to a terrorist’s demand would set a dangerous precedent. 

 
A. turn down 
B. give in to 
C. pay attention to 
D. turn a deaf ear to 

 
15. After years of living a sophisticated, liberal life in the city, Ramon found his parents’ small-

town mindset unbearably parochial. 
 

A. secular 
B. unsophisticated 
C. open-minded 
D. cosmopolitan 

 
16. Traversing the infinite points between two locations within a finite time is a paradox. 

 
A. an aberration 
B. a v-shaped curve 
C. a mystery 
D. a self-contradiction 

 
  



PART III – GRAMMAR AND USAGE 
Directions: In this part, each item contains four answer choices – A, B, C, and D. There 
are two kinds of items— Idiomatic Expressions and Standard Written English.  

SECTION 1: IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS 
In the first section, choose the option that is closest in meaning to the underlined idiomatic 
expression. Then, on your answer sheet, find the item number and darken the circle that 
corresponds to the answer you have chosen. 
Example:  With the deadline fast approaching, the journalist felt under the gun.  

A. irked at the unrealistic timetable. 
B. close to a nervous breakdown.  
C. heavy pressure to finish. 
D. the threat of harsh repercussions. 
A B C D 
     Correct Answer: C 
 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
17. This car came hurtling towards me and I thought my number was up. 

 
A. my health insurance will be increased 
B. I will go insane 
C. I will get too afraid 
D. I am going to die 
 

18. If you lay a hand on her I’ll report you to the police. 
 
A. hurt 
B. touch 
C. harass 
D. rape 

 
19. When the football player broke his leg, his substitute wept crocodile tears. 

 
A. sobbed sympathetically 
B. worried for the game’s outcome 
C. feigned disappointment 
D. cried, but rose to the challenge 

 
20. The lawyer wanted to open up the old case, but his partner advised him to let sleeping 

dogs lie. 
 
A. to leave well enough alone 
B. to take action immediately 
C. to wait for the furor to die down 
D. to alter facts of the case 

*  *  *  *  * 



SECTION 2: STANDARD WRITTEN ENGLISH 
In the second section, identify the written sentence that represents the most appropriate 
form of standard written English. Then, on your answer sheet, find the item number and 
darken the circle that corresponds to the answer you have chosen. 

 
Example: A. Yesterday I felt a little ill, and today I feel worse. 

B. Yesterday I felt a little ill, and today I feel most ill. 
C. Yesterday I felt a little ill, and today I feel worst. 
D. Yesterday I felt a little ill, and today I feel more ill.  

 
A B C D 
     Correct Answer: A 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

21.  
A. Once the expiration date on the milk has passed, it would be prudent to dispose of the old 

milk. 

B. Once the expiration date on the milk has passed, would be, prudent to dispose of the old 
milk. 

C. Once the expiration date on the milk has passed, was prudent to dispose of the old milk. 

D. Once the expiration date on the milk has passed, might be prudent, to dispose of the old 
milk. 

22.  
A. Doctors and nurses that, work in emergency rooms, often suffer from work-related stress. 

B. Doctors and nurses who work in emergency rooms often suffer from work-related stress. 

C. Doctors and nurses which, work in emergency rooms, often suffer from work-related stress. 

D. Doctors and nurses who work, in emergency rooms, often suffer from work-related stress. 

 

23.  
A. Dr. Stephens is one of those professors who does whatever it takes to get his point across 

to the students. 

B. Dr. Stephens is one of those professors who does whatever it takes to get their point 
across to their students. 

C. Dr. Stephens is a professor who do whatever it takes to get his point across to this 
students. 

D. Dr. Stephens is one of those professors who do whatever it takes to get their point across 
to their students. 

  



24.  
A. One-third of the voters tend not to cast their ballots in national elections. 

B. One-third of the voters tends not to cast their ballots in national elections. 

C. One-third of the voters tends not to cast its ballots in nations elections. 

D. One-third of the voters tend not to cast its ballots in national elections. 

 

PART IV – SENTENCE COMPLETION 
Directions: In this part, you will read several sentences. Each one contains one or two 
blanks and is followed by four answer choices—A, B, C, and D. Each answer choice 
contains a word or set of words. Choose the word or set of words that best fits the 
meaning of the sentence as a whole. Then, on your answer sheet, find the item number 
and darken the circle that corresponds to the answer you have chosen. 
 
Example: The crowd cheered at the clown’s extremely __________ juggling.  
 

A. tangible 
B. adept 
C. static 
D. deficient 

 
A B C D 

       Correct Answer: B 
 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
25. Today Wegener’s theory is ___________________; however, he died an outsider treated 

with _____________________ by the scientific establishment. 
 

A. unsupported – approval 
B. dismissed – contempt 
C. accepted – approbation 
D. unchallenged – disdain 

 
 

26. The two artists differed markedly in their temperaments; Palmer was reserved and 
courteous, Frazer ____________________ and boastful. 
 

A. phlegmatic 
B. choleric 
C. constrained 
D. tractable 

  



27. The intellectual flexibility inherent in a multicultural nation has been ___________________ 
in classrooms where emphasis on British-American literature has not reflected the cultural 
_______________ of our country. 
 

A. eradicated – unanimity 
B. encouraged – aspirations 
C. stifled – diversity 
D. thwarted – uniformity 

 
28. Bird species ________ to this island were exterminated by feral cats, ________ of pets 

abandoned here decades ago by sailors. 
 
A. provincial/competitors 
B. harmless/liberators 
C. indigenous/descendants 
D. unusual/signals 

 
 
29. An editorial praised the generosity of an anonymous ________ who had donated over a 

million dollars and several priceless paintings to the college. 
 
A. mercenary 
B. agnostic 
C. curmudgeon 
D. benefactor 

 
30. Although marine engineers claimed that its hull was ________, the Titanic sank after hitting 

an iceberg. 
 
A. amorphous 
B. equivocal 
C. preeminent 
D. impenetrable 

 
31. The restaurant manager, who had ________ provided crayons and paper tablecloths for 

the amusement of small children, found that adult patrons were equally ________ the 
opportunity to express themselves. 

 
A. aggressively/delighted by 
B. impulsively/anxious about 
C. warily/shrewd about 
D. initially/enthralled with 

 
32. __________________ by nature, Jones spoke very little even to his own family members. 

 
A. garrulous 
B. equivocal 
C. taciturn 
D. gregarious 

 



PART V – ANTONYMS 
Directions: In this part, you will read several sentences. Each one contains an underlined 
word or phrase and is followed by four answer choices—A, B, C, and D. Choose the 
answer that is opposite to the underlined word or phrase. Then, on your answer sheet, 
find the item number and darken the circle that corresponds to the answer you have 
chosen. 
 
Example: The earthquake quickly toppled the poorly constructed building. 
 

A. erected 
B. damaged 
C. leveled 
D. rattled 

 
A B C D 
     Correct Answer: A 

 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 
33. The evanescent mist disappears each day after the sun rises above the city. 

 
A. disappearing 
B. long-lived 
C. momentary 
D. tenuous  

 
34. The situation required a perfunctory reading of the transcript. 

 
A. deliberate 
B. peripatetic 
C. rehearsed 
D. pejorative 

 
35. Abe tried to defend himself against spurious accusations that he had rigged the 

cheerleading competition. 
 

A. genuine 
B. bogus 
C. illegitimate 
D. deceitful 

 
36. When she turned eighteen, Lily set out on a quixotic pursuit of roller skating fame. 

 
A. dreamy 
B. pragmatic 
C. unrealistic 
D. romantic 
 



37. Edward, looking morose, stared out at the rain and felt sorry for himself. 
 
A. miserable 
B. cantankerous 
C. melancholy 
D. jubilant 

 
38. The young novelist, who had prodigious talent, won the Pulitzer Prize when she was in her 

mid-twenties. 
 

A. mundane 
B. phenomenal 
C. impressive 
D. unusual 

 
39. The poignancy of the performance affected the audience. 

 
A. candidness 
B. candescence 
C. capaciousness 
D. callousness 

 
40. The prisoners unwittingly exacerbated their plight. 

 
A. exaggerated 
B. ameliorated 
C. accelerated 
D. adumbrated 

  



ANSWER KEY 
 

1. D 
2. D 
3. B 
4. B 
5. B 
6. C 
7. D 
8. B 
9. B 

10. A 
11. B 
12. A 
13. C 
14. B 
15. B 
16. D 
17. D 
18. A 
19. C 
20. A 
21. A 
22. B 
23. D 
24. A 
25. D 
26. B 
27. C 
28. C 
29. D 
30. D 
31. D 
32. C 
33. B 
34. A 
35. A 
36. B 
37. D 
38. A 
39. D 
40. B 
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