
Governor Bruce Rauner 

Updates from the May Commission Meeting 
 
 1.  Support Service Provider (SSP) Task Force Recommendations Adopted. 
 2.  August 18, 2016  February 9, 2017 Commission meetings will be held in  Chicago. 
 3.  Deloris Summers was elected as Vice-Chair for the remainder of  the calendar year. 
 

Collaboration on the search for  ISD Superintendent 
 

Dr. Beth Purvis, Secretary of Education, and John Miller, Director of IDHHC, in a 
collaborative effort have met to discuss a proactive approach to recruit and hire a 
highly qualified superintendent for the Illinois School for the Deaf (ISD).  Secretary 
Purvis has requested IDHHC  to take the lead in the  search.  A “listening tour” will 
be conducted in order to collect a united vision of  ISD.  This will include reaching 
out to the following groups at ISD:  Administrators, Teachers, Advisory Board Mem-
bers, & Parents of ISD students.  In an effort to ensure a comprehensive vision is 
developed for the ISD Superintendent search, IDHHC has established a steering 
committee comprised of the following members who have graciously agreed to as-
sist:   
  
 SHERI COOK, Gallaudet University Regional Center Representative of John A. Logan 

College, Deaf Educator;  
 JOAN FORNEY, former ISD Superintendent; 
 KARLA GIESE, Deaf Educator of AG Bell Montessori School, IDHHC Commissioner; & 
 AMY RICHARDS, Illinois State Board of Education Deaf Services Specialist. 
  
Over the course of the summer, IDHHC will be meeting with the steering committee to 
implement a plan for the “listening tour” in the fall once ISD is back in session.  The Com-
mission will also work closely with Kris Smith, Director of Department of Human Services, 
Division of Rehabilitation Services, and Serena Preston, ISD Interim Superintendent, to 
ensure a clear understanding as well as expectations of both the search and the listening 
tour.   
 
In an effort to widen the search nationwide, IDHHC will reach out to various national organ-
izations for assistance in disseminating the information of the superintendent position. This 
also includes the National Association of the Deaf Conference (NAD) and the National 
Deaf Education Conference (NDEC) to be held July 5-9th in Phoenix, Arizona.  

 
The Commission is honored to provide assistance to James T. Dimas, Secretary of 
the Department of Human Services, and Kris Smith in the superintendent search 
process.   
 
The Commission will continue to communicate it’s progress with all interested stakeholders 
on this important journey.      
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