
Governor Bruce Rauner 

Deaf/Hard of Hearing Communication Card for Law Enforcement & Citizens 
 
The Achieving Independence and Mobility Center for Independent Living (AIM-CIL) and IDHHC  
collaborated in developing a communication card for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing during traffic 
violations that can be used with law enforcement.  The Secretary of State’s Office has since joined 
the collaboration and the end result, an updated card is now available on our website, http://
www.illinois.gov/idhhc/community/Documents/IDHHC%20Publications/LawEnforcementCard.pdf.   

Office of the Attorney General 
 

The Office of the Attorney General hosted the 
Elderly Service Officer training.  IDHHC  

presented to Police Officers from various cities 
around the state.  The Commission’s  

presentation focused on communication barriers 
for people with hearing loss, communication 

tips, and resources/services available. 
 

In addition, IDHHC also completed a review and 
made recommendations for revisions to the  

Illinois Accessibility Code (IAC).   
Recommendations were limited as IAC is  
similar to building codes - recommended  

expanding from TTY to statement such as … 
“requiring all telephones provided under Section 
217 also have access to either text telephones 
(TTYs), and other voice, text, and video-based 

telecommunications products and systems, 
such as videophones and captioned  

telephones” for the use of an individual who is 
deaf or hard of hearing or has a speech  

impairment. 
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Statewide Deaf Fingerspelling Bee 
 
The Illinois Teachers for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing (ITDHH) hosted a statewide Deaf  
Fingerspelling Bee in Bloomington, Illinois.   
Congratulations ... 
 
Group A (5th & 6th Graders): 
 Winner—Sabu Middlebrook, Illinois School 

for the Deaf (Winning Word: Silver) 
 2nd—Aleah Ayers, Illinois School for the 

Deaf 
 3rd—Hannah Bartlett, Eisenhower  
 Cooperative 
 
Group B (7th & 8th Graders) 
 Winner—Jon Sander, Illinois School for the 

Deaf (Winning Word:  Commitment) 
 2nd– Rashawna Ezell, Illinois School for the 

Deaf 
 3rd—Loden Hoyt, Illinois School for the Deaf 

Illinois Department of Human Rights - Statewide Discrimination Study 
 
The Illinois Department of Human Rights (IDHR) has publicly released its interim report to Governor 
Bruce Rauner on a wide-ranging study of statewide discrimination patterns and barriers to success.   
 
Governor Bruce Rauner has directed the IDHR to study and develop recommendations regarding best 
practices to prevent discrimination and promote diversity and inclusion in these areas: 
 Employment, both public and private, including recruitment, retention, and promotion of state  
       employees and in state contracting;  
 Housing, including affordability, accessibility, segregation and homelessness; 
 Public accommodations and provision of government services and benefits; 
 Financial credit and access to financial services; 
 Education, including achievement gaps based on race, ethnicity, or zip code; 
 Criminal justice, especially as a barrier to economic independence; and 
 Civic engagement. 
 
IDHHC is part of more than 125 organizations that have confirmed participation in the discrimination 
study that IDHR is facilitating. 

Happy Mother’s Day 
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