
Governor Bruce Rauner 

Commission 
 
Illinois Service Resource Center, Director Cheri 
Sinnott and Department of Children and Family 
Services, Statewide Deaf Services Coordinator 
Rebecca Patton have been working  
collaboratively on developing parent training 
materials for Deaf and Hard of Hearing parents 
in the DCFS system.  The Commission  
provided technical assistance on  their training 
materials.     
 
The Commission presented an Overview of 
IDHHC to the Illinois Supervisors for Hard of 
Hearing and Deaf Individuals.  The Commission 
provided a workshop on the Board for  
Evaluations of Interpreters (BEI) at Illinois 
Teachers for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing  
Annual Conference. 

Communication Cards 
 
The AIM Center for Independent Living (CIL) 
and IDHHC collaborated in developing a  
communication card for Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing people to use during traffic violations 
with law enforcement.  It’s available on 
IDHHC’s website, http://www.illinois.gov/idhhc/
community/Documents/IDHHC%
20Publications/DeafHOH%20Communication%
20Card%20for%20Law%20Enforcement%
20and%20Citizens.pdf.  Or you can also check 
the AIM CIL Facebook page.  
 
Please share this with the Deaf/Hard of  
Hearing community as well as your local law 
enforcement agencies in your area! 

ILLINOIS DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING COMMISSION  528 S. 5TH STREET  SUITE 209  SPRINGFIELD, IL  62701   
217-303-8010 VIDEO PHONE ~ 217-557-4495 VOICE ~ 888-261-2698 TTY ~ 217-557-4492 FAX 

March 2016 www.idhhc.illinois.gov

Communication Matters 
Equality, Respect, Accessibility and Independence 

for all Individuals with a Hearing Loss 

Commissioners 

Theresa Fuller-Sakolsky 
(Springfield) 

Chairperson 
          

Joseph Culpepper (Bloomington) 
 

Susan Dramin-Weiss 
(Champaign) 

 
Haydee Garcia (Chicago) 

 
Karla Giese (Highwood) 

 
Cindy Janovetz (Peoria) 

 
Lori Krakora (Naperville) 

 
Brenda Schmidt (Naperville) 

 
Deloris Summers (Jacksonville) 

 
Laura Thomas (East Moline) 

 
 
 
 
 

Interpreter  
Licensure Board 

 
 

Susan Sanders (Peoria) 
Secretary 

Interpreter—General Advanced 
 

Laura Braucht (Jacksonville) 
Interpreter—General Master 

 
Lisa Caringer (Herrin) 

Interpreter—General Advanced 
 

William Lee (Chicago) 
Interpreter—General Advanced 

 
Deborah Sampson (Glenview) 

Consumer 
Interpreter—General Master 

 
Laura Thompson (Aurora) 

Consumer 
 

Shelley Williams (Champaign) 
Consumer 

 
          
 
 

Staff 
 

John Miller 
Director 

          
Janet Lambert 

Assistant Director 
 

Patty Greene 
Personnel Manager 

 
Tonia Bogener 
Legal Counsel 

 
Brandy Hayes 

Program Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 

Interpreter Licensure Board 
 
The Interpreter Licensure Board meeting will 
be held on Friday, March 18, 2016 from 9:00 
am to 5:00 pm at IDHHC Conference Room 
in Springfield, Illinois.    This meeting is open 
to the Public. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
The Commission received notification from the 
Governor’s office regarding new/reappointments 
to the Illinois Deaf and Hard of Hearing  
Commission Board.  
 
Effective February 26, 2016, Cindy Janovetz of 
Peoria, IL has been re-appointed.   Karla Giese of 
Highwood, IL has been appointed to serve on the 
Commission and will be replacing Amber Smock’s 
position.  Their terms will expire on November 
14, 2018.   
 
The Commission appreciates Amber Smock’s   
dedication, contribution, and commitment to the 
Commission these past several years.   
 
There are currently three (3) Commissioners 
whose terms are expired, however they will  
continue to serve until the Governor has either  
re-appointed or replaced them.  The  
following commissioners serving on expired terms 
are: 
 

Theresa Fuller-Sakolsky 
Laura Thomas 
Brenda Schmidt 

 
The Commission also has one vacant seat that has 
not been filled.  If you are interested in serving on 
the Commission, please apply at http://
appointments.illinois.gov/.   
 
Again, the Commission extends its congratulations 
and warm welcome to both Karla Giese and Cindy 
Janovetz.  
 
Theresa Fuller-Sakolsky will assume the role as 
Chair of the Commission.  During the May 12th 
Commission meeting, the members will elect a 
new Vice-Chair. 

Governor’s Budget Address 
 
Governor Bruce Rauner presented his budget  
Speech to the Illinois General Assembly on 
February 17, 2016.  This video also includes 
open caption and can be viewed at this web 
address,  http://multimedia.illinois.gov/gov/
budget-021716cc.html. 
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