
Governor Bruce Rauner 

Commission Meeting  
 
The Commission held its January 28, 2016, 
meeting at the Swoboda Deaf Center in 
Chicago.  There were thirty-two (32) visitors 
in attendance.   
 
During the meeting, the Commission voted 
to: 
 
1. Set FY 17 Commission Meeting Dates 

 August 18, 2016  
 November 10, 2016  
 February 9, 2017  
 May 11, 2017  

 
2. Create an Ad-Hoc By-Laws Committee. 
      Laura Thomas, Lori Krakora, Susan                  
      Dramin-Weiss volunteered to be on the  
      ad-hoc committee to work with Tonia  
      Bogener and John Miller. 
 
In addition to the Commission meeting, 
DeafBlind Support Service Provider  
(SSP) Task Force presented their  
recommendation to the Commissioners for 
review.  The Commission will vote on the 
recommendations at the next Commission 
meeting on May 12, 2016, in Springfield.   
The DeafBlind SSP Task Force report is 
posted on the website, http://
www.illinois.gov/idhhc/community/
Documents/SSP%20TF/Approved%
20Minutes/DeafBlind%20Support%
20Service%20Provider%20Task%
20Force%20Report.pdf.   
 
Meghan Carter, Assistant Attorney General 
from the Attorney General’s Office shared 
with the Commissioners about their  
Disability Rights Bureau (DRB).  DRB 
works to protect the rights of people with 
disabilities to equal access in all aspects of 
life. 

Interpreter Complaint  
Procedures  

 
IDHHC and the Interpreter Licensure 
Board has implemented new  
procedures to bring more  
transparency to the Interpreter  
Complaint procedure.  
 
Upon receiving an Interpreter  
Complaint, IDHHC will start the  
investigation.   
 
IDHHC will present the finding of the 
investigation excluding any identifying 
information of the parties involved to 
the Licensure Board in Open Meeting.   
 
The Licensure Board will make  
recommendations on the appropriate 
disposition of the complaint. 
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Consumer 
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Consumer 

 
          
 
 

Staff 
 

John Miller 
Director 

          
Janet Lambert 

Assistant Director 
 

Patty Greene 
Personnel Manager 

 
Tonia Bogener 
Legal Counsel 

 
Brandy Hayes 

Program Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 

Legislative Bills 
 
The Commission monitors legislation 
introduced in the General Assembly that 
may impact people with hearing loss.  If 
you know of a particular bill that the 
Commission should monitor, please  
contact our office. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
As of January 22, 2016,  
Commissioner Anil Phadke submitted his 
resignation from serving on the  
Commission. 
 
Mr. Phadke has served on the  
Commission since February, 2011.  The 
Commission provided a Certificate of  
Appreciation to Mr. Phadke for his  
services. 
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