
Governor Bruce Rauner 

Commission Meeting Updates 
 
The last Commission meeting of the  
Calendar Year 2015 was held on  
November 23, 2015, in Springfield. 
 
Elections for Chair & Vice Chair were 
held & Amber Smock was elected to 
serve as the Chair and Theresa Fuller-
Sakolsky was elected to serve as  
Vice-Chair.  Please congratulate our 
new officers when you see them. 
 
Dana Craig from Chenoa, Illinois  
presented on the Language Equality and 
Acquisition for Deaf kids—Kindergarten 
ready   (LEAD-K) Campaign.   
 
Our first Commission meeting of the  
Calendar Year 2016 will be held at 
Swoboda Deaf Center in Chicago on 
Thursday, January 28, 2016 from 1:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

To Become A Commissioner  
 
Did you know the Governor appoints the 
11 Commission Members to serve on the 
board.  These positions are not  
compensated positions.  However, the 
travel expense to attend a quarterly  
commission meeting is reimbursable.  
Apply at this link,  
 
http://www.appointments.illinois.gov/
appointmentsListing.cfm.  

ILLINOIS DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING COMMISSION  528 S. 5TH STREET  SUITE 209  SPRINGFIELD, IL  62701   
217-303-8010 VIDEO PHONE ~ 217-557-4495 VOICE ~ 888-261-2698 TTY ~ 217-557-4492 FAX 

December 2015 www.idhhc.illinois.gov

Communication Matters 
Equality, Respect, Accessibility and Independence 

for all individuals with a hearing loss 

Commissioners 

Amber Smock (Chicago) 
Chairperson 

          
Theresa Fuller-Sakolsky 

(Springfield) 
Vice-Chairperson 

 
Joseph Culpepper (Bloomington) 

 
Susan Dramin-Weiss 

(Champaign) 
 

Haydee Garcia (Chicago) 
 

Cindy Janovetz (Peoria) 
 

Lori Krakora (Naperville) 
 

Anil Phadke (Schaumburg) 
 

Brenda Schmidt (Naperville) 
 

Deloris Summers (Jacksonville) 
 

Laura Thomas (East Moline) 
 
 

Interpreter  
Licensure Board 

 
Teri Hedding (Lombard) 

Chairperson 
Consumer 

Interpreter—General Master 
          

Thomas Russell (Wood River) 
Vice-Chairperson 

Consumer 
 

Susan Sanders (Peoria) 
Secretary 

Interpreter—General Advanced 
 

Lisa Caringer (Herrin) 
Interpreter—General Advanced 

 
William Lee (Chicago) 

Interpreter—General Advanced 
 

Deborah Sampson (Glenview) 
Consumer 

Interpreter—General Master 
 

Shelley Williams (Champaign) 
Consumer 

 
 

Staff 
 

John Miller 
Director 

          
Janet Lambert 

Assistant Director 
 

Patty Greene 
Personnel Manager 

 
Tonia Bogener 
Legal Counsel 

 
Brandy Hayes 

Program Coordinator 

 Did you know ... 
 
Richard Laurion, Director of Programs and 
Operations from CATIE Center at  
St. Catherine University, shared with 
IDHHC that Illinois has been one of the 
most proactive states in the region for  
promoting the Deaf Self Advocacy  
Training (DSAT).  If you are interested in 
having DSAT training in your area, please 
check out their website below for a list of 
DSAT Trainers.     
 
http://www.interpretereducation.org/deaf-
self-advocacy/find-a-trainer/  
 
 
Starting January 1, 2016, the IDHHC  
office hours will be 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
Illinois Teachers for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing (ITDHH) has announced that the 
Statewide Deaf Fingerspelling Bee will be 
held this year on April 21, 2016, at the  
Illinois State University.  Please make 
plans to show your support for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing students when they 
compete.  For additional information, 
please check this link, http://
www.ithi.org/2011-09-14-19-10-25/
fingerspelling-bee.html   

To apply for the 
Interpreter Licensure Board 

 
The Commission would like to encourage 
all potential candidates who are interested 
in serving on the Interpreter Licensure 
Board to submit their names for  
consideration.  The application form and 
process are available on the Commission 
website,  
 
http://www2.illinois.gov/idhhc/Pages/
licensureboard.aspx.  

Interpreters  
 
The 2016 Renewal forms were emailed 
to all email addresses on file as of  
November 6, 2015.  Please answer all 
questions & verify the information is  
correct & submit your signed form along 
with your renewal fee before  
December 31, 2015. 
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