
Governor Bruce Rauner 

Commission 
 
The Commission’s By-Laws Sub-committee met on April 
7th to review the by-laws.  The goal for the sub-committee 
is to make recommendations for approval to the full  
Commission at the May 12th Commission meeting. 
 
The Commission is scheduled to testify before the Senate 
Appropriation Committee on April 19, 2016, for the  
Fiscal Year 2017 budget. 

Legislative 
The Commission has completed a 
review of 187 legislative bills  
introduced during this legislative  
session. 
 HB 5033 Closed Caption Devices Theater:  This bill was discussed in the Business &  
       Occupational Licenses Committee on April 5, 2016.  IDHHC was present during this  
       Committee meeting and entered in a slip of support for this bill.  HB 5033 was passed out of             
       the committee and placed on the calendar for 2nd reading. 
 HB 5807 Service Dog License:  This bill was also discussed during the same committee 

meeting and was passed out of committee and placed on the calendar for 2nd reading. 
The Commission would like to recognize a few of the House/Senate Resolutions that have been 
introduced: 
 HR 954:  Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of Child’s Voice—A program that provides a  
       support network for families through information, early intervention, and advocacy. 
 
IDHHC has created a web page dedicated to bills that will be monitored during this legislative  
session.  This web page also includes information & resources on the legislative process and  
procedures.  http://www.illinois.gov/idhhc/community/Pages/Legislative-Bills-and-Information.aspx   
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Interpreter Licensure Board 
 
The Interpreter Licensure Board 
elected Shelley Williams as  
Chairperson, Lisa Caringer as  
Vice-Chairperson, and Susan  
Sanders as Secretary.  The meeting 
dates for Fiscal Year 2017 will be 
September 9, 2016, January 27, 
2017, and April 28, 2017. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
The Commission received notification from the Governor’s office regarding new/reappointments to the 
Illinois Deaf and Hard of Hearing Commission Board.  
 
Effective March 4, 2016, Brenda Schmidt of Naperville, IL has been re-appointed.   Dennis O’Brien of 
Wheaton, IL has been appointed to serve on the Commission to fill the vacant seat that was held by Anil 
Phadke.  Effective March 11, 2016, Theresa Fuller-Sakolsky of Springfield, IL has been re-appointed.   
Dennis O’Brien’s term will expire on November 14, 2017.  Theresa Fuller-Sakolsky and Brenda Schmidt’s 
terms will expire on November 14, 2018.   
 
There is currently one (1) Commissioner (Laura Thomas) whose terms is expired, however she will  
continue to serve until the Governor has either re-appointed or replaced her.   
 
Again, the Commission would like to extend its congratulations and warm welcome to Dennis O’Brien, 
Brenda Schmidt, and Theresa Fuller-Sakolsky.  
 
If you are interested in serving on the Commission, please apply at http://appointments.illinois.gov/.   

Acknowledgement 
 
IDHHC would like to congratulate former Commission 
Chair, Amber Smock for her recent appointment to serve 
on the Cook County Commission on Human Rights. 
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