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ILLINOIS COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

 
Education and Employment Committee Meeting  

Thursday, March 13, 2014 
 

MINUTES 
 

Committee Present    Committee Absent 
Randy Staton, Chairperson    Jeff Stauter 
Diana Braun                          
Brian Dixon      
Melanie Fleenor/ Rep. Beth Hanselman 
J.J. Hanley 
Jose Mendez    
Jose Ovalle 
Cathy Christensen (via phone) 
Bonnie Dohogne (via phone)    
                                                 
Staff 
Margie Harkness 
Valencia Elzy 
                
APPROVE NOVEMBER 7,  2013 MEETING MINUTES 
 
Motion to approve made by: Bonnie Dohogne  Second:  JJ Hanley 
Approved 
 
EMPLOYMENT 1ST UPDATES 

 Executive Order in Gov. Office as noted in full Council meeting. 
 New names for employment:  Mark Doyle in Gov. Office, Darryl Jackson in Div. 

of Developmental Disablities 
 Workforce Developer Network is a Facebook group 
 Total Link 2 Community is set up for DRS payments for outcomes 
 Chicago Community Trust employer breakfast plans underway for April 28, 2014 

 
CHILD CARE (TARGET 2.4) DISCUSSION 
Beth Knight from INCARRA spoke about how her organization supports the state 
resource and referral centers in providing training and other capacity to providers.  There 
are approximately 80-85 trainings per year.  Currently at least the administrator at a 
center has completed that training.  Their disability awareness curriculum is “Welcoming 
Each And Every Child,” funded by the Department of Human Services.  A recent quality 
initiative is ExceleRate, which has 4 levels of quality.  Each level adds training and 
program changes which increase inclusion of tots with special needs.  Committee noted 
that the target of 125 children being included is likely easily being met now, and to add 
125 as a result of an ICDD activity/project seems a small number considering how many 
children there are statewide.  We do not have baseline data.  Beth will send some data 
INCCRRA has to help us get a sense of the scope of this issue.  She handed out 
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ExceleRate information, which is also available on their web site.  The Welcoming 
curriculum will be posted in a few weeks and she’ll send the link once it is up. 
 
Next step – Committee members to review today’s information and think about what 
makes sense in relation to our state plan target.  To continue discussion at the May 
meeting.  In the meantime, all are encouraged to share ideas with Margie, Randy, and/or 
the whole committee if they have thoughts on the topic. 
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Adjourned by Chairperson Staton at 2:35 p.m. 
 
 

Next regular meeting    
May 15, 2014  


