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ILLINOIS COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Education and Employment Committee Meeting
Thursday, May 9, 2013

MINUTES

Committee Present Committee Absent
Randy Staton, Chairperson Sue Suter
Diana Braun Brian Dixon
Joy Baker Battagliotti/ Bonnie Dohogne

rep. Beth Hanselman Lynn Gallagher
Cathy Christensen Jose Ovalle
Jeff Stauter
Staff
Margie Harkness
Valencia Elzy

APPROVE March 14, 2013 MEETING MINUTES

Motion made by: Jeff Stauter Second: Joy Baker-Battagliotti
Motion Carried

STATE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Employment First Activity — Employment first legislation, House Bill 2591, is on its 3"
reading in the Senate and looks hopeful for passage. A draft Executive Order which
would be somewhat more detailed is undergoing editing, and the plan is to seek Gov.
Quinn’s signature. Committee discussion on what either of these would mean.
Implementation is what will be difficult in that the Division of Developmental
Disabilities is strapped financially and to date has been unable to identify a point person
to take on this responsibility. It was noted that any solution will require at minimum
discussions on agency policy and agreeing upon definitions for supported employment
and employment to align regulations and policies.

Chicago Chamber - Disabilityworks- Training has reached DRS counselors working
with Chicago Public high schools. Ray Graham and Alcott High School are participating
in the job developer network and placing students in jobs. Central Office transition staff
is still supportive of the model, but other high schools need to assign staff to do job
development and schedule them time to meet with businesses. Randy mentioned that
Dir. Hanson is interested in hiring a supervisor for the DRS transition workers assigned
to CPS. The Job Developer Network is meeting and achieving placements for job
seekers with a range of support needs. Focusing on developmental disabilities has
allowed vocational workers to benefit their clients through the expanded access they have
through the network.



Total Link2 Community & NSSED — Working through resistance at the classroom
teacher level at the NSSED cooperative with assistance from the coop administration and
close oversight by the project coordinator. Following up on interest from transition staff
at member school districts (District 225, Glenbrook North and South, New Trier) to use
customized employment for individuals at the high schools and not educated at NSSED.
The Community Action Teams and outreach to businesses and other community partners
continues.

Heartland Community College — Contracting with a retired faculty from a similar
program at Harper College. Their intent is to have the faculty and staff training
curriculum written quickly so training can take place this summer. A train the trainer
model will be used so Heartland staff can continue to use this curriculum for future
ongoing training needs.

Lewis and Clark Community College — Margie had discussion with them about the
makeup of the first cohort of students accepted in this new program for the fall. Local
high schools have completed IEP writing and their year ends this week, so recruitment
was limited with the project having just one month from its start. They have identified
youth who have graduated who would be a good fit. Agreed that the fist group is likely
to be a mix of students in their final year of high school as proposed, and some who have
just graduated. This will allow a comparison and learning what supports under the high
school IEP are needed/helpful for the student’s success, or if the premise of engaging
them while still in high school is not necessary for succeeding on the college campus.

OTHER N/A

ADJOURN

Meeting adjourned by Chairman Staton at 12:50 p.m.

Next meeting
ICDD Council meeting and retreat in Normal IL
September 11 & 12, 2013



