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ILLINOIS COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Education and Employment Committee Meeting
Thursday, March 14, 2013

MINUTES
Committee Present Committee Absent
Randy Staton, Chairperson Sue Suter
Diana Braun Brian Dixon
Joy Baker Battagliotti/ Cathy Christensen
rep. Beth Hanselman Jeff Stauter
Bonnie Dohogne
Jose Ovalle

Lynn Gallagher

Staff
Margie Harkness
Valencia Elzy

APPROVE January 10, 2013 MEETING MINUTES

Motion made by: Bonnie Dohogne Second: Joy Baker-Battagliotti
Motion Carried

STATE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Chicago Chamber — Disabilityworks- Trained eight teachers at Alcott High School and
twenty-three Div. of Rehabilitation Services counselors who serve Chicago Public
Schools students.

Total Link2 Community & NSSED - Have encountered resistance at the classroom
teacher level at the NSSED cooperative. Had to reschedule a meeting with the
Administration to seek a resolution. Meanwhile, they are exploring interest from member
school districts, especially from District 225, Glenbrook North and South.

Employment First Activity — There are two concurrent strategies in process. The group
including state agency heads wishes to proceed with an Executive Order. Dir. Casey was
brought into the employment first discussion at a meeting in December. A draft
Executive Order is undergoing editing, and the plan is to seek Gov. Quinn’s signature.
Also, the Arc of Illinois has worked with Rep. Golar to submit employment first
legislation, House Bill 2591. Both the Executive Order and the Bill are similar and
succinct in stating Illinois agencies will embrace an employment first policy, work to
implement it, and that the Employment and Economic Opportunity Taskforce will set
goals and report progress to the legislature.

OTHER



ISBE proposed School Code Changes — There are two changes proposed and open for
comment. One is to eliminate the number of students limit in special education
classrooms, and the other is to eliminate the 70%/30% general education/special
education student ratio in the definition of a regular education class. If these changes are
approved, districts will then be responsible for meeting federal definitions/requirements
at a minimum or need to set their own. Illinois current requirements are among the most
stringent in the nation. Joy presented the rationale for these proposals. It is felt that it
needlessly limits students with IEPs, for example, a student may not be able to get into a
class if there are already 30% students with IEPs in that class. Committee members
brought up concerns that districts under financial pressure would use this to allow placing
so many students with IEPs in a classroom that it would be difficult to consider it a
general education setting. Similarly, a district would place “cross-categorical” students
together in one special education classroom with a very high enrollment.

Charter Schools — Sheila and Margie met with ICDD’s DePaul University School of
Law project, the Special Education Advocacy Clinic, and the Chicago Community Trust
on preparation of a white paper by a DePaul student. He will be conducting research this
semester as an independent project under guidance from two Law School faculty. He
will coordinate with the Trust’s Disability and Education program staff on the scope of
research and the product to be written. Strategy for use of information gathered was
discussed broadly, and will define ultimately what is produced.

Hiring at Northern Trust Bank — Lynn Gallagher reports she was contacted by Karen
from The Northern Trust. To assist with its diversity plan, the bank has reached out to
several local university student support offices to recruit graduates with disabilities.
Check with Lynn for contact information.

ADJOURN

Motion: Move to adjourn at 1:40 p.m.

Motion made by: Bonnie Dohogne Second: Lynn Gallagher
Motion Carried

Next meeting May 9, 2013



