
 

 

Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities 
Council Meeting 

Thursday, January 10, 2013 
10:00 am 

 
 

Members Present   Members Absent  Guests 
Bill Bogdan, Chairperson  Joy Baker-Battagliotti  Sandy Ginther 
Diana Braun    Lynn Gallagher  Brad Guidi 
Kevin Casey    Trevor Halfacre  Abbey Heins 
Cathy Christensen   Mark Karner   Zanetia McClendon 
Brian Dixon    Merlin Lehman  Jose Ovalle 
Bonnie Dohogne   Barb Pritchard   Craig Winters 
Deb Goodman    Marc Staley  
Cheryl Jansen     Amy Walker 
Helen Kauffman    Michael Wonderlich 
Mary Mayes     Susan Williams 
Mary Milburn       
Mary Rizzolo 
Randy Staton  
Jeff Stauter     
Julie Stover 
Vincent Smith  
Dan Winters     
 
Staff Present     
Sheila Romano, Director   
Val Elzy 
Lia Ghelaidos 
Margie Harkness 
Jennifer Harrison 
Janinna Hendricks 
Vanessa Morris 
Sandy Ryan 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Call to Order 
 
The Council Meeting for the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on January 
10, 2013.  Bill Bogdan, Chairperson presiding and Sheila Romano, Director present.  
Chairperson Bogdan called the meeting to order at 10:03 am. 
 
The Chairperson led introductions of Council Members and Council staff. Director Romano 
introduced Lia Ghelaidos the new accountant for the Council.  
 

AGENDA ITEM:  1st Consent Agenda 
 
Motion:  Approve minutes from November 1, 2012 Council Meeting. 
 

   Accept minutes from September 12, 2012 Executive Committee Meeting. 



 

 

Made By:  Bonnie Dohogne  Second:  Deb Goodman 
 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously 
 
Motion:  Approve Final Reports (Enclosure #3a, #3b, #3c) with the additional bullet point added  
    to Enclosure #3a, which states “Face-to-face outreach with collaborators, intermediaries 

   and customers”. 
 
Made By:  Vincent Smith  Second:  Dan Winters 
 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously    
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Chairperson’s Report 
 
Chairperson Bogdan reported on (Enclosure #4) 2013 Committee Assignments. The Chairperson 
reappointed Vincent Smith, Chair of the Community Inclusion and Housing Committee, Randy 
Staton, Chair of the Education and Employment Committee and Barb Pritchard as Chair for the 
Self Determination and Health Committee.  
 
The Executive Committee will work to develop a Call for Investment (CFI) and complete the 
review process in the coming months. 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Director’s Report 
 
Director Romano welcomed the Council’s new accountant, Lia Ghelaidos and reported that Pam 
Gorbett is in the hospital. 
 
Director Romano reported that Jacksonville Developmental Center (JDC) no longer has 
residents.  The JDC Advisory Committee met this week which Director Casey reported was a 
remarkable meeting.  
 
The Divison of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Rebalancing workgroup continues its work.  
The Media Steering Committee met recently to discuss further expansion of the media initiative 
project funded by the Council.  Barb Pritchard and Cheryl Jansen are both members of this 
committee. 
 
A JDC lessons learned meeting was held and two consistent themes emerged. The two themes 
were that the timeframe for JDC closure was too aggressive and the inclusion of the Independent 
Service Coordination agencies was beneficial to the closure process.  
 
Director Romano discussed an idea for the potential development of a Parent/Guardian Manual 
for the Active Community Care Transition (ACCT) plan process to assist parents and guardians 
as they go through the ACCT process. 
 
Tony Records continues to monitor the Ligas consent decree. Director Romano discussed with 
the Council a funding initiative for training and technical assistance related to the Ligas Class 
members.  As Chairperson Bogdan discussed earlier, the Executive Committee will be the 
development and review team for the Ligas CFI.  Funding approval would be at the March 2013 
Council meeting.   



 

 

 
Margie Harkness reported on the Employment First Conference held in November 2012 in 
California.  The conference brought together representatives from 18 States.  The conference 
focused on lessons learned as well as ways in which each individual State can improve in the 
area of employment.  
 
The National Associations of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) held an 
Executive Directors (ED) Retreat in November 2012. NACDD has a new Executive Director, 
Donna Meltzer. Commissioner Sharon Lewis attended the ED Retreat and updated DD Councils 
on several changes. 
 
Also, Mary Kay Rizzolo and Amie Norris presented at the ED Retreat on data and the State of 
the States.  
 
Janinna Hendricks presented the financial report.  Operation funds have been transferred to grant 
funds due to staff vacancies.  We are on schedule with spending. 
 
Jennifer Harrison reported that no legislative update is available for January as forty (40) new 
legislators were sworn in the General Assembly on January 9, 2013.  
 
Director Romano informed the Council that Margie Harkness will be meeting with a group from 
Japan in April.  A group photo of the Council will be taken for inclusion in the presentation to 
the group.          
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Funding Decisions 
 
Brian Dixon recused himself from both the discussion and the vote on this funding decision, as 
he is a board member of the Illinois Self-Advocacy Alliance (The Alliance). Chairperson Bogdan 
led a discussion on the Illinois Self Advocacy Funding decision.  
 
Motion:  Make an investment to the Illinois Self-Advocacy Alliance (The Alliance) in the 
amount of $625,000 over the next five years to develop a statewide self-advocacy 
organization/network governed by people with developmental disabilities.  
 
Made By:  Deb Goodman  Second:  Kevin Casey 
 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously    
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Conflict of Interest 
 
Janinna Hendricks reviewed the Conflict of Interest policy and reported that all Council members and 
staff are required to complete the Disclaimer of Conflict of Interest form on an annual basis.  

 

AGENDA ITEM:  Old Business 
 
No Old Business to report at this time. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  New Business 
 
Chairperson Bogdan reported that the date for the November Council meeting is November 7, 
2013.  The Speak Up and Speak Out Summit (SUSO) will be held on November 5- 6, 2013.  
Additional information is in the Supplemental folder.   
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Committee Reports 
 
Randy Staton reported that the Employment and Education Committee will discuss the Post-
Secondary Education CFI.  Proposals are due January 24, 2013.   
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Agency Reports 
 
Mary Milburn from Healthcare and Family Services (HFS) reported Phase II of the Integrated 
Care Pilots continues. The current entities providing services will provide home base care for the 
elderly and people with disabilities as of February 1, 2013.  HFS will hold a Town Hall meeting 
at the James R. Thompson Building in Chicago on February 4, 2013 from 12pm – 3pm.   
 
Kevin Casey from the Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) reported that the DD 
Waiver was approved.  
 
Randy Staton from The Division of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) reported that recently DRS 
staff attended training on Managed Care Phase II.  He also reported that Dave Hanson is the new 
Director for DRS.  Director Hanson will have two meet and greet events to be held in Chicago at 
Access Living on January 16, 2013 from 1pm – 3pm and in Springfield on February 5, 2013 at 
the Abraham Lincoln Hotel from 3pm – 5pm.  Kris Smith has been assigned the Deputy Director 
for DRS. 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Announcements 
 
Barb Pritchard reported that the Galesburg Center for Independent Living (CIL) will release the 
video about Lester’s life April 19, 2013 in Galesburg, IL.   
 
Bonnie Dohogne reported on the “Health Matter” flyer that is in the Supplemental folder.  
 
Diana Braun stated that she will be receiving an award in May 2013.  
 
Chairperson Bogdan reported on the success of the Secretary of State Annual Holiday Disability 
Parking Crack Down.  
 

AGENDA ITEM:  Adjourn 
 
Motion:  Motion to adjourn at 11:52 am 
 



 

 

Made by:  Randy Staton  Second:  Deb Goodman 
 
Vote:  Motion carried unanimously   

 


