Marty Fleming Testimonial resident of Jack Mabley Developmental Center
 
On behalf of my brother, Marty Fleming, a 25 year resident of Jack Mabley Developmental Center located in Dixon, I urge you to keep this facility open.  It serves residents with severe and profound disabilities and truly is the only one that would allow our family to continue being an integral part of his life.  My parents, sisters and brother as well as extended family all live in Illinois and are able to visit on a regular basis because they are only an hour from the center.  Marty considers this his home but also looks forward to time he can spend with his family. The staff does an excellent job incorporating activities and events for the residents throughout the community.  They treat the residents as family and I would encourage you to visit the facility so you can experience this first hand.   I assure you that if you were in my situation that this is the type of facility you would want your brother to be able to reside.  As a current educator in special education, I am aware how change and transition can have a long term effect on people and can be extremely detrimental to those with severe and profound disabilities.  Marty’s history would indicate that this would be expected.  Before arriving at Mabley, his experiences within the community were not successful.  He needs the small family type facility that the Jack Mabley Developmental Center offers instead of a large institution.  Though the residents are not able to speak for themselves, please demonstrate that you are sensitive to their needs and keep their “home” open.
 
Julie Wilson

