Marty Fleming Testimonial resident of Jack Mabley Developmental Center
 
I am writing on behalf of my brother Marty Fleming who is a resident of Mabley.  Mabley is Marty's HOME and has been for 25 years.  Mabley is the only facility in Northwest Illinois which is close to our family.  My parents who are in their 70's are able to visit Marty often because of it only being an hour away from their home in Geneseo, IL.  Marty came to Dixon after several failures in the community and we feel that
Mabley is a small, very homelike facility and Marty is extremely happy there.  When we take him out for visits he is excited to go HOME and will yell out to all of the residents as he arrives that he is HOME.  I wish you could see how well the staff at Mabley cares for all of the residents of Mabley including my brother.  They take him out in the community there for many events and to various activities.  I have attached a picture of my brother in his room at Mabley so you can see how he has made this his home.  My brother has a severe and profound disability and would not be able to function in a community based home or a large institution.  He has a hard time dealing with change and functions best with regular routine.  We feel that Mabley is the best choice for him and that if Mabley is closed that the state of Illinois is being insensitive to all of these vulnerable citizens who can not speak for themselves!!!  Please keep my brother's home open!!!!
 
Vicki Wahlheim
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