My name is Susannah Tournear and my brother and ward is Prosper Allen Tournear. Allen has lived at Jack Mabley Developmental Center since 1984. Prior to that he had lived at home, where his increasing violent behavior had become more than my family could handle. Then at Decatur, IL, where we discovered that state employees were giving him drugs to decrease behavior issues and not monitoring him, then to Park on Roaman in Peoria, where they were unable to handle his violent ourbursts and they sent him to Zeller when he became violent.  My parents did a three-state search for an acceptable place for Allen to live and found Jack Mabley to be the only and best place for him.
	For all of these 27 years, Allen has had the mind of a 4-7 year-old in a maturing body. He has lenox-gasteau syndrome  (a form of epilepsy) and is the manifestation of love except for his violent outbursts, which are incidents that the community placements are unable to control.  If there were community placements available that could manage such things, then we would be willing to make such a move, but at this time, you are asking us to cross a river without a bridge, with nothing on the other side. It will lead to innocent people being seriously hurt, and will lead to my very dear, precious brother being medicated beyond recognition or being arrested and put in prison, which will most certainly be his demise.
	Jack Mabley has always had the best of people working on its staff, with the clients’  best interest in mind, and at this cirtical financial time, when looking at the institutions being threatened for shut-down, Jack Mabley is the most fiscally responsible per client. It is the only facility in a 9-county area and the only facility in Northwest Illinois.  Mabley specializes in services for the deaf and blind.  Mabley has sent many of its clients into the community homes only to have them returned as unacceptable.  In fact, the CEO of Gateway in Princeton once told us that he relied on Mabley to take in people they they could not facilitate. Mabley is not like other state institutions. It is a home where the staff is very caring and our family members are very happy there.  It is more than a tragedy to shut down a home that does it right. Not all mentally handicapped citizens can live in community housing as it exists at this time, and when they are placed and then kicked out, where are they to go? To a lesser institution?  We are dealing with much more than money. We are dealing with people.  In closing facilities that give a higher level of care such as Jack Mabley, communitiy housing would have to provide this same higher level of care, which it does not. Please vote for a supplemental appropriation to keep Mabley open and maintain this home our families.

Sincerely,

Susannah Tournear

