I am unable to attend the meeting on Wednesday but would like to express my concerns about the closing of the Mabley center.  It has been home to my brother, Tom Becker, for years. He was a resident of the Dixon facility when he was 17 years old and then was transferred to Mabley when it closed.  He is now 57 years old.  He is legally deaf and blind, is unable to speak, and has many health issues.  He has been wonderfully cared for at the Mabley center and it has been a home for him.  His caretakers can identify when something is wrong just by his actions and have sought medical help for him quickly.  I do not believe he can receive this level of care and devotion in another setting.  He does not adapt well to change  as he is severely disabled and I feel this move to a new facility and new caretakers will greatly impact his health. He has done well this long because of the care he has received. I feel that the decision to close the Mabley center will have an immense impact  on the most vulnerable people, those who can not speak for themselves. I am asking that the decision to close this center be re-examined and funding found to keep it open.  I feel my brother deserves the best care possible and he is receiving it now at Jack Mabley. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Rita Crowell, R.N.

