Dear Mr. Dembo,
 
Since I am unable to travel to Springfield, I would like this to be considered as my written testimony concerning the closing of the Jack Mabley Center.  My sister, Geralyn Janus, age 56, is a resident of the center.  In 1972, Geralyn became a resident of the Dixon State School.  Although we live in the Chicago area, our mother chose this program because it was the only place that had a program for someone who was deaf and mentally handicapped.  Prior to that move, Geralyn had been at a facility where no one spoke sign language.  She suffered so much because no one could communicate with her.  No one new if she was hungry, cold, or in pain.  Finally a spot opened in Dixon where my sister could learn and grow and be happy.  After a while, Governor Thompson decided to close the Dixon State School and turn it into a prison.  At that time the Mabley Center was built and my sister moved in.  She has been in Dixon for almost forty years.
 
My sister is deaf, has the mental age of a 7 year old and has self-injurious behavior among her medical problems.  Her special needs CANNOT be met in another setting.  I realize some people sincerely believe that all residents are better served in the community setting.  That is not true for all.  For my sister, her needs can only be met in a facility such as the Mabley Center.
 
I do not know if you have ever visited Mabley, but you should see for yourself, the home- like atmosphere.  Walking into one of the cottages is like walking into someone's home.  The staff is skilled and compassionate, the food made daily in the cottage, the residents clean and cared for.  Living at Mabley allows my sister and other residents to have a home -like atmosphere, while having access to the services that are vital to their health and well-being such as on site nurses, speech services, and staff who speak sign language, to name a few.
 
Mabley Center is the only specialized facility in Northwest Illinois specializing in the needs of the blind and deaf.  These people are among the most vulnerable.  They are voiceless and need family and our government to protect them.  We cannot balance the budget on their backs.  I urge you to please allocate funding to keep Jack Mabley and the other state centers open.
 
Our mother died in 1994 and I became my sister's guardian.  On her death bed she begged me to work to keep Geralyn at Mabley Center.  That is how much she believed in Mabley.  It would do unimaginable harm to transfer my sister out of Mabley Center.   Please don't allow this to happen.  Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paulette Finnegan

