Dear Mr. Dembo,    
    My name is Patricia Taylor and Alicia is my daughter and a resident of Mabley Center in Dixon, Il.  She has lived there for a number of years.  I was able to keep her at home with me for 20 years but due to the severity of her Autism, which in many cases leads to severe aggression, I placed her in a group home.  She was physically abused there three times and I then brought her back to my home.  Nothing changed regarding her behavior so I again placed her in another group home.  She was asked to leave after 2-3 months.  She was at Singer until the closing of the D.D. Unit.  Alicia was then transferred to Mabley Center.  She loves it there and has many "friends" as she calls them, there.  She would not last in a community setting as she lashes out at anyone around her.  My biggest fear is that she would end up incarcerated.  The staff offer excellent care at Mabley Center and know how to care for her.  I do not believe that any other placement would be able to handle her.  I am pleading with you not to let Mabley Center close.  Even though I live two hours away, any other state facility would be even further away.  I am physically disabled and must pay others to drive me to see her plus provide their meals.  I survive on SSDI and can't afford  a motel stay also.  Thank you for your time and please reconsider the closing of Mabley Center.
                                                                                                 Very sincerely yours,
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                                                                                  Patricia H. Taylor    

