Re:  Testimony on behalf of maintaining the Jack Mabley Developmental Center 
     The closing of the Jack Mabley Developmental Center seems to have been undertaken without any analysis of the impact the closure will have upon the residents of the Center, their families and the citizens of the Dixon Community.
 
    This is the second time that the Department has shocked the City of Dixon by attempting to close a Developmental Center located in the Community.  The first time was in 1982 when the State  decided to close the existing center of 700 residents.  At that time Governor Thompson along with the head of  the Illinois Association for Retarded Citizens indicated that all the residents would be transferred to Community Facilities.   The parents association filed a class action suite to prevent the closing. While the parents won in the lower courts they lost at the State Supreme Court. The end result was only placement for 22 residents could be found in the Community. The rest were transferred, 112 to a new facility the balance to other State Facilities causing severe overcrowding.  The new facility, named the Jack Mabley Center, housed not only developmentally disabled individuals but those who also were sensory impaired  
     The Mabley Center is the only Developmental facility in Northwest Illinois.  This previous downsizing had a deep economic impact upon the families of the developmental disabled and the City of Dixon, and now the State is repeating the process.  As in the  previous paragraph, in 1982 only placement for 22 individuals could be found in the Community.  Today, there are individuals who reside at the Mabley Center who have attempted to live in a Community Facility but have been returned to the Department because the Community could not meet their programmatic and habilative needs. Further, since no funds have been appropriated for community facilities , where and how will the needs of these individuals be met if the closure is undertaken?  
 
    The Mabley Developmental Center, because of its, size provides  a Community setting while meeting the needs of these most helpless of our citizens.
     
By closing The Jack Mabley Center the State is demonstrating its insensitivity to this most vulnerable of our fellow human beings. 
Nicholas J. De Leonardis             
Former President of  the Dixon Association for Retarded Citizens (DARC)


