I am writing to you concerning the Jack Mabley Development Center in Dixon, IL. The Mabley Center is the only facility in Northwest Illinois that specialize in services for the deaf and blind. My brother, Tom Becker (age 57) has been a resident there for several years (almost 40 years). This place is his home and with his severe mental condition, he would not know any other place as home. The Mabley Center is small, very homelike, and my brother has been taken care of extremely well by all the wonderful, caring people who work there. God Bless Them! 
 
Governor Quinn went to Fenwick High School with two of my brothers, who are just a few years older than Tom and I can't believe that he and the other members of the state government would consider not funding such an important place that means so much to our family and so many other families in Illinois. By closing Mabley the state is being insensitive to the most severe and vulnerable citizens in Illinois.
 
I am unable to attend the hearing on Wednesday because I am a teacher in Lisle Public School District 202, but would like my concerns heard.
 
Thank you,
 
Lorie Becker Ferguson

