As a sister of a resident of the Jack Mabley Development Center, I am very concerned about the possibility of the state closing this facility.  My brother, Tom Becker, has been a resident in this Dixon facility for over 30 years.  Tom is severely handicapped, having been born deaf and blind and to this day, does not speak.  When Tom was about 17 years of age, my parents were strongly encourage to institutionalize Tom due to his physical outbursts.  They had Tom in a couple other facilities until they found the Jack Mabley Development Center.

The Jack Mabley Development Center is amazing.  They treat their residents with the utmost care and dignity.  Whenever one of the family has visited Tom, whether the center was notified beforehand or not, we always found the place clean, Tom washed and dressed, and quite content.

Over the course of years, Tom has settled in and due to the monitoring, testing and care by the Jack Mabley staff, he no longer has any physical outbursts with potential harm to himself and others; nor is he extremely medicated as he was in a previous facility.  He seems quite content.  He is monitored and cared for very well and his progress and medications are discussed with family representatives at staff meetings every 6 months.  To move Tom at this stage in his life would be an enormous change for him, one that may affect him in a most negative way.

Why would the state close the only facility in Northwestern Illinois that specializes in services for the deaf and blind?
Why would the state close a facility that runs like a well-oiled machine?
Why would the state close a facility who treats their residents and families with dignity and care?
Why would the state be so insensitive to the needs of some of their most severe and vulnerable citizens, many of whom like Tom, cannot speak for themselves?

Surely,  there are cutbacks that can be made elsewhere.  My mother, Tom's mother, is 89 years old.  Not only will this be devastating for Tom, it will be devastating for her.  And how many more like Tom will be affected by uprooting the only "home" most of them have known throughout their adult life.  Where will they go if you close this Dixon center?  Does the state have an answer?

Like my parents and quite a few of my sisters and brothers, I have lived, worked and paid taxes in Illinois most of my life.  I'm still working and paying taxes to the state of Illinois!  Should the residents, workers and family members of the Jack Mabley Development Center suffer because Springfield officials have not managed the state funds very well?

Mr. Dembo, on behalf of my brother who cannot speak for himself, and the countless other people who will be affected with the closing of the Jack Mabley Development Center in Dixon, please reconsider your position on this and do what you can to keep this wonderful, vital facility operating.

Thank you.

Jeanine Gouzeas

