My name is Daniel Cooney and I am 40 years old.


I am profoundly retarded, deaf autistic and have significant special needs.  I have lived at Mabley Developmental Center since 1992.  I have been at Dixon State School and Elizabeth Ludeman Center in my early years, but Mabley has been the only facility with the combination of special services to meet my needs.

I work at Kreider off-site workshop doing various assembly jobs.  I enjoy doing puzzles, arts and crafts and folding laundry when I am home and not working.  I love the shake hands, give a High-Five and hug to everyone I meet at home, at work and on field trips in the community.

Because of the dedicated, professional staff at Mabley I have made significant progress over the years.  In fact, I was placed in a group home in 1998 but that did not work out for me.  I don’t understand boundaries and safety and wandered from my home into a neighbor’s home who called police and became aggressive toward me.  At another time I ran in front of a snow plow.  Luckily I was able to return to Mabley.

There is no other facility in Northwest Illinois that provides services to the deaf and I need to live close to my brother Bernard who also lives at Mabley and my family from the Chicago area.  My brother and I live in the same home at Mabley, even though we are not roommates.  He gets very agitated by my constant handshaking and high-fives!! My mother, sisters and nephews have advocated on my behalf to oppose the closing of Mabley.
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