
 

My Testimonial to Preserve the Jack Mabley Center in Dixon, Illinois. 

The Jack Mabley Center in Dixon is home for 91 of the most extreme needs individuals.  We are the only Center in Northwest Illinois and the closure will make a devastating impact on 9 surrounding counties. The Mabley Center specializes in services for the deaf and blind, and provides supports for community providers who encounter behavioral difficulties with individuals they serve. 

I have two sons who reside at the Center who have been placed in the community with failures. Not only failures but also put in harms way by both the provider and the community. Individuals with extreme behaviors are misunderstood in the community and rightfully so. People worry about the safety of their own families and when exposed to such extreme behaviors they become uneasy, call the police, and sometimes press charges. This has been our experience and then sent to a State Facility.

I challenge you to visit our Facility. The seven cottages are homelike, the campus is beautiful, a guiding rail for the blind, and paths to ride bikes. Residents take part in decorating there home and assist with daily household duties. It is home, it is their home. Most importantly, our individuals are safe, happy, and living a life to their fullest capacity.  Our residents experience more community outings than any they experienced with community providers.

 You will never understand until you live our experience.  Our individuals have enough challenges, why do you need to add more? Why are you so consumed with hurting them?  Why are you taking from people instead of things?  

Sincerely,
Barbara Cozzone Achino


