Testimony regarding the closing of Mabley Developmental Center
By Angela Black Childers, sister of Dawn Furtek

I oppose the closing of Mabley Developmental Center. Mabley and the Mabley community has been my sister's home for 27 years. My sister Dawn is deaf, autistic and developmentally disabled. Finding appropriate care and treatment for Dawn has always been challenging because of her unique handicaps of being both autistic and deaf as well as cognitively disabled. Mabley Developmental Center has been life saving and life changing for my sister.  Dawn has been at Mabley since she was 18 years old and for her to loose her home and her community of peers and caretakers will be very traumatic for her.

Dawn was two years old when I was born but I have been more of a big sister then a little sister. My childhood was far from being "normal" or "average". I was raised by my mom and grandmother and our family life revolved around Dawn. I had a childhood filled with doctor’s appointments and therapy appointments for Dawn. My mom was usually very stressed. She often did not have much time for me and even at a very young age, I understood that Dawn needed our mom more than I did. As a child, my mom was Dawn's advocate and she got all the help she could for Dawn so that my sister could reach her full potential.

Despite all of the extra help and therapies Dawn received, the autism still caused many acting out behaviors. We had many days of total chaos due to my sister's aggressive behaviors. I remember going to the store and frequently having to leave suddenly because Dawn would begin knocking over items and aggressively grabbing people. There was one occasion when I was thrown from a horse because Dawn began acting out and screaming. At home, Dawn would suddenly, without warning, run across the room, break something and slice her hand open. The injuries would be so severe that she would slice through tendons. Dawn would go through long periods of ripping her clothes up on a daily basis. During anacting out episode, my sister would overturn furniture including heavy dressers, break plates, glasses, windows, and destroy anything she could get her hands on. So, you can see that my childhood was far from average. And my sister's needs are far from average!

I would love if my sister could be successful in a group home. At one time, we did find a community placement that was willing to accept Dawn but she was kicked out after a few months due to her acting out behaviors. The reality is, is that community placements will not accept my sister due to her spacial needs and her acting out behaviors. I fear that most places (community and otherwise) will not accept Dawn and any place who would accept Dawn would kick her out after a short time.

Dawn has been receiving care in the home-like setting of Mabley Developmental Center for 27 years. Mabley is a specialized, homelike center and community onto itself that provides care to the developmentally disabled with challenging behaviors. Mabley was specifically designed to serve residents with developmental disabilities who have challenging behaviors. They also speak Dawn's language, which is sign language. They serve a unique population including the deaf, deaf-blind and autistic and it is the only state facility in northwest Illinois. They Mabley currently serves 91 residents and it is the newest, most up to date facility in Illinois and the least in need of any repairs or updating. The cost to run Mabley per resident is significantly below the state average. The residents live in the Mabley community live in seven separate houses with up to 16 residents each. There are two residents per bedroom and each bedroom has an adjoining bathroom. In the center of the home there is an open kitchen, dinning room, family room and living room. The staff at Mabley is phenomenal. They are well trained and very dedicated to the residents and there is very low turnover at Mabley. They take excellent care of my sister. Each home in the Mabley community is designed and built for making maximum and effective use of staff resources.

Since being at Mabley, my sister's acting out behaviors have significantly diminished.  She is happy and is now able to handle home visits. However, when Dawn is on a visit, she will sign "home". And by "home", my sister means Mabley. The Mabley community is Dawn's home and it has been her home for 27 years. Please do not take away my sister's home. What would you want if Dawn was your sister or if Dawn was your daughter? Are we not all called to care for the "least of these"?


