Thank you for providing an avenue for service providers to avail to you critical information that may shape future decisions. As a member of a non-profit organization the most pressing issue that we face, tantamount to community service, is how we can reach our community members while still being able to keep the lights on. The Epilepsy Foundation of Southern Illinois is no exception. We provide Epilepsy education to schools, daycares, businesses, law enforcement, & emergency medical personnel. We also provide epilepsy education for individuals and families. The Epilepsy Foundation also provides transportation for individuals to appointments who are unable to drive due to epilepsy. We also operate a Pediatric Seizure Clinic to provide free neurological evaluations to clients up to age 18 who have a possible or diagnosed seizure disorder. We provide the only Pediatric Neurologist in the area, and without our clinic approximately 120 children would possibly go without appropriate medical/neurological care. The families of these children rely on our resources to better prepare themselves and their child for living with epilepsy. Without our services people will try to assist individuals without the appropriate knowledge which could lead to a increase in inappropriate ambulance service calls, an increased risk of injuring themselves, and a continued perpetuation of old myths and beliefs about epilepsy. Our services enable care providers to confidently improve their quality of care to individuals with epilepsy by implementing appropriate monitoring and information gathering techniques. Including appropriate policy creation and implementation based on up to date epilepsy information. 
Without appropriate funding many individuals with a seizure disorder in the southern 27 counties will not receive the necessary services, information and education to confidently train and/or assist individuals with epilepsy.  
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