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My name is Sandra Del Toro and I am the Director of Development and Communications of Mujeres Latinas en Acción.  I would like to thank the Illinois Human Services Commission for putting together this important forum to discuss Budgeting for Results.

Mujeres is the longest standing Latina-led and Latina serving incorporated non-profit in the nation.  As we celebrate nearly 40 years of serving Latinas and their families, we have received national recognition as the leading expert in providing culturally sensitive services in the areas of domestic violence, sexual assault, parent support, homelessness prevention, youth crisis intervention, and Latina leadership.  Annually, Mujeres provides support, guidance, counseling and outreach to 8,000 individuals and their families through two locations in Pilsen and one in Cicero.  Our mission is to empower Latinas through providing services which reflect their values and culture and being an advocate on the issues that make a difference in their lives.

We are indeed proud of the caliber of services we have been able to provide and continually strive to improve the quality of our services.  While we are a multi service organization, I will focus my comments today on how we as an agency strive to promote results through our domestic violence program, and discuss our efforts to outcomes model.

These are just a few of our important highlights:

· Mujeres’ nationally-recognized Domestic Violence Program was established in 1981 and serves nearly 1,000 individuals annually.  More women come to Mujeres for Domestic Violence services than for any other program.  

· In 2007, Mujeres became certified as a site by the Illinois Certified Domestic Violence Professional Board for 40-Hour Domestic Violence Training and 150-Hour Supervision for internal and external participants, making Mujeres the only Latino-led state-certified agency providing this training.  In FY2011, our Domestic Violence Program has provided the 40 hours domestic violence certification to 45 persons who will be in a position to serve monolingual Spanish-speaking survivors throughout the State.  

· Close to a third of our clients in our Cicero office come from the surrounding Western suburbs of Riverside, Stickney, Summit, Justice and LaGrange.

· Overall Mujeres served 2,090 individuals affected by domestic violence (a survivor or a child who have witnessed violence at home) through our seven core programs in FY2011. This places our agency among the top agencies serving domestic violence survivors in the State of Illinois.  Yet state funding has not reflected this reality.
Given that nearly 70% of state funding directed to Latino-led organizations flows through IDHS, it is imperative that we protect resources for vital programs and mitigate any cuts that do occur.  Latinos make about 88.9% of the Lower West Side (Pilsen where Mujeres’ main site is located), 26% of the City of Chicago, 17.4% of the entire Chicago metropolitan area and 34% of the city’s children. Incredibly, now more Latinos live in the suburbs than the city. Nearly two-thirds of the Latino regional growth took place there where Latino immigrants moved to the suburbs directly rather than Chicago. From 2000 to 2004 alone, the Latino population in the metro area grew by an estimated 14.4 percent.[footnoteRef:1] With the Latino population increasing by nearly 500,000 since 2000, the largest increase among all racial/ethnic groups (32%), every budget cut has disproportionate consequences for the Latino community. [1:  For more information, please refer to Timothy Ready and Allert Brown-Gort, The State of Latino Chicago: This is Home Now, Institute for Latino Studies, University of Notre Dame, 2005.] 


As this commission works over the coming weeks to determine the funding priorities for the State of Illinois, I hope the information provided here will demonstrate how the IDHS domestic violence program is meeting the priorities of the Governor, to protect the most vulnerable Illinoisians.

 A Discussion on Outcomes

The IDHS Domestic Violence Program (DVP) provides low-income, violence survivors with access to quality safety assistance services. An adequately funded DVP serves two critical functions: 
1) it works to eliminate domestic violence through the Partner Abuse and Intervention Program (PAIP) and
2) it assists survivors to break the cycle of abuse in their families and in their lives.
Funding for domestic violence services is made available through general revenue funds and federal funds distributed through the Illinois Department of Human Services, in addition to funds distributed through the Attorney General’s Office and ICADV.  ICADV administers approximately $3 million in federal Victims of Crime Act and Violence Against Women Act funds each year. These are federal funds that flow to the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority (ICJIA) from the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ). ICJIA contracts with ICADV to administer a portion of those funds for the provision of services to victims of domestic violence and their children. ICADV funds approximately 51 domestic violence agencies each year to provide the following types of services:
· legal advocacy to survivors seeking orders of protection
· legal advocacy to survivors seeking criminal prosecution of her/his abuser
· counseling and therapy
· services to Latinas
· services to survivors of domestic violence from rural areas
· services to survivors of domestic violence who also have chemical dependency issues
Historical Outcomes

Data on the number of victims of domestic violence are difficult to garner.  Based on incidents reported to the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority in Cook County, trends as of 2009 were on an upward bend, from 64,293 in 2008 to 72,177 in 2009.  These datasets do not include trends on race and ethnicity.  For data reported through the Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence, in 2010, their affiliated centers responded to 43,191 adult victims of domestic violence, of which 20 percent (8,638) were Latino.  Mujeres served 24 percent of this population.  According to the Illinois Department of Human Services, Bureau of Domestic and Sexual Violence statistics, Illinois’ contracts with domestic violence and sexual assault providers serve 52,948 individuals per year. Of those individuals, Mujeres serves 3,354 men, women and children who are impacted by domestic or sexual violence. We serve 6 percent of the states’ survivors of violence through this line-item, yet we receive 1 percent of the funding.

Measurable Results of these Outcomes
	
Our Domestic Violence Program has a long tradition of using an evaluation tool created by its coordinators and directors at Mujeres, who possess a Master’s degree and PsyD respectively, suitable for the programs’ immigrant population.  The evaluation tool – a pre- and a post-test—is designed to determine acquired knowledge and skills according to the overall goals of the program to educate and provide support for survivors to improve their knowledge of self-care, increase their knowledge of effects of domestic violence in their lives and will increase their recognition of their survival skills/strengths.   In FY2010, 98 percent of Mujeres’ domestic violence clients completing the post test indicated an increase in their understanding of the effects of domestic violence in their lives.  

Value of the Outcomes

The cost of intimate partner violence exceeds $5.8 billion each year, $4.1 billion of which is for direct medical and mental health services. [footnoteRef:2]  Victims of intimate partner violence lost almost 8 million days of paid work because of the violence perpetrated against them by current or former husbands, boyfriends and dates. This loss is the equivalent of more than 32,000 full-time jobs and almost 5.6 million days of household productivity as a result of violence. [footnoteRef:3]  [2:  Costs of Intimate Partner Violence Against Women in the United States. 2003. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Centers for Injury Prevention and Control. Atlanta, GA.]  [3:  Ibid.] 


There are 16,800 homicides and $2.2 million (medically treated) injuries due to intimate partner violence annually, which costs $37 billion.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  The Cost of Violence in the United States. 2007. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Centers for Injury Prevention and Control. Atlanta, GA.] 


Boys who witness domestic violence are twice as likely to abuse their own partners and children when they become adults. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Strauss, Gelles, and Smith, “Physical Violence in American Families: Risk Factors and Adaptations to Violence” in 8,145 Families. Transaction Publishers (1990).] 


I urge you to support funding for the IDHS Domestic Violence Program in FY2013 to maintain services minimally at current levels. Only then can we provide the supports that children and survivors need to break the cycle of violence in their lives.
