
						September 6, 2011


Human Services Commission:

As you are no doubt aware, the Illinois developmental disability service system is severely underfunded.  As a result, Illinois ranks at the bottom of all states in terms of services for mentally handicapped adults.  I know that cuts in human services – including disability supports – are part of the FY 2012 state budget.  These funds are not expected to be restored in the future.  This means that Illinois will remain in its bottom-level position with little hope of moving forward for many years to come.  Waiting time for developmentally-disabled children and adults needing services will lengthen, and the quality of services for those already in the system is threatened.

My son David is 18.  He is intellectually and developmentally disabled as a result of a prenatal brain injury.  He is completely non-verbal, has no literacy skills, and cannot grasp basic concepts such as time, money and personal safety.  He also has psychiatrically-diagnosed behavior difficulties.  His mental age is between 3 and 5.  David will never live independently and will need residential, employment and other disability services his entire life.  Every expert I have talked to (school teachers, social workers, lawyers) tell me that it will be best, by far, for David to be in a community-integrated living arrangement shortly after he turns 21.  Being in a group home will place David among peers with whom he can interact at his level, provide him with structured activities every day and offer him appropriate employment opportunities.  I placed him on the Department of Human Services PUNS list several years ago, and David is one of the 21,000 intellectually disabled individuals in Illinois awaiting services.  David is also on waiting lists for various residential and day programs.  The Association for Individual Development – the day-program provider in Elgin that would support David when he ages out of school at age 22 – currently serves 150 clients.  It has a waiting list of 1500.  In other words, its waiting list is ten times bigger than its service list.  The chances of David receiving services there are slim to none.  My biggest fear – and the dark cloud hanging over David's head – is that at age 22 minus one day he will get full services and the next day be sitting at home doing nothing.

It is not just sad that necessary funding and services are denied those with disabilities.  Nor is it simply unjust and morally wrong.  It is, rather, illegal.  

David has a legal right to obtain the funding and services that he needs.  These are services to which he is legally entitled and that must be provided to him; they are not mere privileges that can be provided or withheld by the state as it chooses.  Furthermore, these are services to which he is immediately entitled – not services for which the state can create a long waiting list that delays service to him indefinitely.  As you know, the state of Illinois has in the last few years been successfully sued numerous times (Williams v. Blagojevich, Ligas v. Hamos and just last week, Colbert v. Quinn) because its failures to provide disability services violate the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act.  The series of class-action lawsuits against Illinois that have been settled, as well as those that are still being litigated (including one by the federal Department of Justice) should make it clear to state officials that restricting services to individuals it considers to be in priority (or emergency) situations and denying services to others violates the Americans with Disabilities Act and will continue to spark lawsuits that the state will lose.  I spent thousands of dollars sending my daughters to university, and am prepared to spend thousands of dollars suing the state to ensure that David gets the future that he, like his sisters, deserves.  

As a college professor of philosophy, I have broad experience in speaking and publishing within my academic field.  I would like to offer these skills to your committee.  If there is anything I can do to help in this cause, please let me know. 

I ask you, as members of the Human Services Commission to support a budget with the necessary funding for full services to those with disabilities.
						
Sincerely,

James B. Gould


309 Sedgewick St., Carpentersville, IL  60110
847.428.0479
jgould@mchenry.edu


