September 15, 2011

Dear Mr. Dembo:

The Downers Grove Township Department of Human Services’ Staff is unable to attend the IDHS Human Services Commission Public Hearing Meetings. Therefore we opted to send our concerns via email. 

The Township of Downers Grove Department of Human Services will be impacted in the following ways with the FY 2012 State Budget Cuts:

· Cut one FTE grant worker by 25% to stay within the restricted guidelines of the budget.

· Cut 25% of our programming on grant.

· Shortened our after school programs by 45%.

· Restricted in purchasing supplies for program curriculum, classroom activities and after school activities. 

· Limited in expansion of programs to other Township schools requesting our services. 

· Less professional development opportunities for FTE’s on the grant.

· Restricts the opportunities for youth to be involved with the programs outlined on the grant.

· Limits the amount of work time spent on the administration of the grant programs.

· Budget cuts for IDHS will limit the amount of support of IDHS staff to grant supported agencies.

· The new submission of grant over a 6-month period does not allow our agency to have long term goals/plans for programs on grant. 

Sincerely,

Frank Wurster
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